
 

 

 
 

Biography / Marianne Bänziger 
 
Marianne Bänziger is the Deputy Director General for Research and Partnerships of 
CIMMYT, the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, known by its Spanish 
acronym.  CIMMYT (www.cimmyt.org) is an international, not-for-profit research and 
training organization. With partners in over 100 countries, the center applies science to 
increase food security, improve the productivity and profitability of maize and wheat 
farming systems, and sustain natural resources in the developing world. As a crop 
physiologist with a PhD from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology ETH in Zurich 
(1992), Marianne Bänziger’s disciplinary expertise is in maize research targeted at 
stress environments. She has published over 40 articles and book chapters in peer-
reviewed international journals and books, and contributed significantly to the 
development of drought tolerant maize varieties in Africa. 


