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The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) convened the 2024 
annual sessions from October 21-25, bringing together over 200 participants to discuss 
advances in plant breeding and the role of UPOV in fostering agricultural innovation. 

Speaking to delegates at the session, Secretary General Daren Tang said the work of UPOV 
should be seen in its broader, international context, and especially in its strong connection with 
global development goals. “With agriculture touching on all but two of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), the work of UPOV is a horizontal enabler of the SDGs in addressing 
our common, global challenges like hunger, climate change and sustainability.” 

Vice Secretary-General Yolanda Huerta provided an overview of UPOV’s recent activities and 
welcomed Armenia as the newest member of UPOV. This addition brings UPOV’s membership 
to 79 countries, covering 98 States. 

"We are delighted to welcome Armenia as our newest member this year. The UPOV office 
stands ready to collaborate with members and stakeholders in advancing plant breeding, 
especially in the context of climate change and global population growth.” said Ms. Huerta. 



The week-long discussions focused on the current state of agricultural innovation and UPOV's 
efforts in promoting an effective plant variety protection system, encouraging the development 
of new plant varieties for the benefit of society. 

In her opening remarks, Ms. Huerta addressed the challenges and opportunities facing the plant 
breeding community. She highlighted the need for innovation in variety testing and the 
importance of leveraging new technologies to meet the evolving needs of plant breeders, 
farmers and society.   

“The shorter breeding cycles and commercial lifespans of new varieties challenge the UPOV 
system, and it's crucial to explore how we can leverage DNA-based information to enhance 
testing and variety collection management. Effective cooperation between UPOV members, 
both those providing and those requesting services, will be key to driving this innovation 
forward," Ms. Huerta stated.  

The sessions also provided positive advice on the legislations of two countries, the United Arab 
Emirates and Laos PDR, which allows them once the laws are adopted to become members of 
UPOV.  

 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
UPOV is an intergovernmental organization based in Geneva.  
 
The purpose of UPOV is to provide and promote an effective system of plant variety protection, with the aim of 
encouraging the development of new varieties of plants, for the benefit of society.  
 
UPOV has 79 members covering 98 States.  The members of UPOV are:  
 
African Intellectual Property Organization, Albania, Argentina, Armenia (as of March 2, 2024), Australia, Austria, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, 
Estonia, European Union, Finland, France, Ghana, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands (Kingdom of), 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, North Macedonia, Norway, Oman, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic 
of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, 
United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam.  
 
For further information about UPOV, please contact the UPOV Secretariat: Tel: (+41-22) 338 9111 E-mail: 
upov.mail@upov.int  Website: https://www.upov.int/databases/en/ 
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