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Dear colleagues, 
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UPOV (International Union for 

the Protection of New Varieties 

of Plants) 

34 Chemin des Colombettes 

CH-1211 Geneva, 20 

We have a great honor to express our respect to you and all UPOV team and 

wish fruitful work to the Working Group on Guidance concerning Smallholder 

Farmers (WG-SHF)! 

Many thanks for your message concerning UPOV Circular E-24/047 April 22, 

2024. 

Belarus considers this to be a very important aspect for the proper further 

development of variety breeding, as well as for maintaining such a sensitive balance 

between the protection of plant varieties and the use of varieties, including by 

smallholder farmers in relation to private and non -commercial purposes. 

In our country, such a balance has been achieved and the development of 

national breeding and the development of small farms are balanced in terms of 

making profits and achieving the main goal of ensuring the country's food security 

and reasonable food prices. Belarus also cares about jobs, including in small farms 

sector. 

Belarus is also concerned that, as a result of UPOV's clarification of the 

provisions of the Convention, Article 15(1)(i) of the 1991 Act of the UPOV 

Convention provides for the following compulsory exception: 

"(l) [Compulsory exceptions] The breeder's right shall not extend to 

(i) acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes,"
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