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Opening of the MEETING

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Working Group on a Possible International System of Cooperation (WG-ISC) held its second meeting in Geneva on April 5, 2017, under the chairmanship of the Vice Secretary-General of UPOV.  The list of participants is reproduced in the Annex to this report.

	The meeting was opened by the Chair, who welcomed the participants.


Adoption of the agenda

	The WG-ISC adopted the agenda as presented in document UPOV/WG-ISC/2/1.


Analysis of issues in relation to “Needs of PVP Offices”

	The WG-ISC considered document UPOV/WG-ISC/2/2, Annex I.


DUS Examination

Needs of PVP Offices

	The WG-ISC agreed to:

(a)	add capacity-building in DUS examination as a need of PVP Offices;

(b)	broaden the scope of “Needs of PVP Offices” identified in document UPOV/WG-ISC/2/2, Annex I, item (ii) to cover the “Needs of PVP Offices” for use and exchange of DUS reports in accordance with their policy;  and

(c)	organize a presentation by the Office of the Union and the Chairperson of the Technical Committee (TC) at the third meeting of the WG-ISC on existing arrangements for DUS cooperation and the results of the TC survey on cooperation in DUS examination.

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10 “International system of cooperation”

	The WG-ISC agreed that some of the issues were not of a high priority and/or were not feasible in the short/medium-term but agreed to retain all issues for the time being, as far as they were within the terms of reference of the WG-ISC.

	In relation to Issue 9(a), the WG-ISC agreed that it would be useful to consider whether quality assurance systems introduced by individual members of the Union (without UPOV involvement) could facilitate cooperation in DUS examination.
	The WG-ISC agreed to organize presentations, at its third meeting, by members of the WG-ISC on existing quality assurances systems in members of the Union.


Novelty

Needs of PVP Offices

	The WG-ISC agreed to organize presentations at its third meeting:

(a)	by the Office of the Union:  on key elements in the explanatory notes on novelty and the role of the PLUTO database;  and

(b)	by members of the WG-ISC:  on examples of the implementation of the novelty provisions.

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10

	The WG-ISC agreed that consideration of a preliminary observation office would not be a priority.


Priority

Needs of PVP Offices

	The WG-ISC agreed to organize presentations at its third meeting:

(a)	by the Office of the Union:  on key elements in the explanatory notes on priority;  and

(b)	by members of the WG-ISC:  on experiences in the implementation of the priority provisions, including determination of the date of the first application.


Denomination

Needs of PVP Offices

	The WG-ISC agreed to await for the outcome of the work by the Working Group on Variety Denominations (WG-DEN) before further discussions concerning variety denominations.

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10

	The WG-ISC agreed that consideration of a preliminary observation office would not be a priority.


Cooperation in administrative matters

Needs of PVP Offices

	With regard to “(i) a means of mutually recognizing documents produced by other members of the Union, e.g. a digital signature”, the WG-ISC agreed to organize presentations at its third meeting by members of the WG-ISC on ways to mutually recognize documents.

	With regard to “(ii) a mechanism to receive payments for the take-over of DUS reports from other members of the Union”, the WG-ISC noted that some members of the Union, including Australia, Canada and Japan, did not charge for the take-over of DUS reports.

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10

	The WG-ISC noted that there were some concerns with regard to Issue 24 but agreed to retain the issue for the time being, on the basis that it would not be a priority.
Facilitating applications

Needs of PVP Offices

	The WG-ISC agreed with the “Needs of PVP Offices” identified in document UPOV/WG-ISC/2/2, Annex I.

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10

	The WG-ISC noted that Issue 19 would imply substantial new work for the Office of the Union and agreed that it would not be appropriate to consider that issue.


Next steps

	The WG-ISC agreed that its third meeting should focus on the presentation of information on the current situation within UPOV and within individual members of the Union participating in the WG-ISC in relation to the items identified above, with a view to facilitating consideration of substantial matters at its fourth meeting.


Date and program of the next meeting

	The WG-ISC, with the agreement of the Chair of the Administrative and Legal Committee, agreed to propose that the next meeting of the WG-ISC (WG-ISC/3) be held in Geneva on the afternoon of October 24, 2017.

		This report was adopted by correspondence.
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LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS / LIST OF PARTICIPANTS /
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Ñusta MALDONADO (Sra.), Tercera Secretaria, Misión Permanente ante la Organización Mundial del Comercio (OMC), Ginebra
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ESTONIE / ESTONIA / ESTLAND / ESTONIA
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(e-mail: laima.puur@pma.agri.ee) 
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Renata TSATURJAN (Ms.), Chief Specialist, Plant Production Bureau, Ministry of Rural Affairs, Tallinn  
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(e-mail: kitisri.sukhapinda@uspto.gov) 
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