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Who are Copa and Cogeca? (1)

Copa
Created in 1958, Copa represents 23 million 

European farmers and family members

Cogeca
Created in 1959, Cogeca represents 22,000 European 

agricultural cooperatives

Copa and Cogeca
In 1962, a joint Secretariat was created, making 

Copa-Cogeca one of the largest and most active 
lobby organisations in Brussels



2

Why all this talk about new varieties?

The farmer's key decision
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Finding the varities that meet 
the needs of the farmers

Registration, Certification, EU Register
More then 1.500 new varieties every year!

• Additional VCU tests at the level of Member 
States to include environment and 
sustainability concerns

• Increase the cooperation between the 
Member States where soil and climatic 
conditions are similar

• Official controls on all PRM categories

• Update the EU Register in an appropriate 
manner
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30 years Yield development for wheat

EU Main producers /USA
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EU Main producers /USA

EU Main producers /USA
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Kilde: FAO
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15...

Treatment Index in 
Denmark and Germany

DK 2014 Gernay 2011-13

Wheat W. Rape Wheat Winter rape

Herbac. 1,44 1,71 2,0 2,2

Growsreg. 0,26 0,02 ? ?

Fungi 1,22 0,63 2,4 1,0

Insect 0,33 0,83 0,8 2,7

TI in total 3,25 3,18 > 5,2 > 5,9

The perfect Variety list



9

Looking back

Danish Variety info Cereals regions  
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Sort 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Grass Seed variety performance list

Better Varieties needed more than ever!

• Climate Change
• Pesticide resistant
• Special Industry 

demands 
• Feed the world!
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New breeding techniques

 speed up traditional breeding

 help to overcome some limitations of 
traditional breeding

 enlarge the portfolio of products developed 
in the EU

Contribute to meet the challenges


