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_— 27 blant Breeders’ Rights (PBR) Act

+ Canada’s original PBR Act (based on UPOV'78) was passed August,
1990

+ Ittook almost 13 years and 3 attempts to have a UPOV'78 based
PBR Act passed in Parliament

+ Intent of legislation was to:
— Stimulate investment in plant breeding in Canada
— Provide Canadian producers better access to foreign plant
varieties
— Facilitate protection of Canadian varieties in other countries

+ Canada became a signatory to UPOV’91 in 1992
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ant Breeders’ Rights (PBR) Act

It took almost 23 years and 2 attempts to have UPOV'91 based
legislation passed in Parliament

As part of the Agricultural Growth Act (omnibus Bill) amendments to
Canada’s PBR Act came into force on February 27t 2015

Canada deposited the instrument of UPOV’91 ratification on June
19, 2015

Canada became bound by the UPOV’91 Convention on July 19t
2015
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What worked well?

Thoughtful and detailed analysis

Direct consultation with all members of the agriculture value chain
(farmers, seed industry, seed growers, etc)

Debunking misinformation / myth-information about
PBR/UPOV'91

Communicated positive messaging about the benefits of
PBR/UPOV'91 (farmers, media, senior bureaucrats, and political
decision makers)

We asked for, and received help from, the value chain.
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Analysis

2002 - Ten year study of PBR impact in Canada

2004/05 - National consultations on PBR Act/UPOV'91
amendments

2005 - UPQV Impact Study on PVP

2006 — Recommendation from the PBR Advisory Committee to
advance UPOV'91 legislative amendments

2008 - Independent Study — George Morris Centre (agriculture
think-tank)

Substantial body of evidence supporting the positive impact and
benefits of UPOV’91




Consultations

+ 2004/05 — National consultations on PBR Act/UPOV’91
amendments

«  2014/15 - 35 information and outreach sessions with farmers,
seed growers, and seed industry

«  2014/15 - over 40 expert witnesses appeared before the House
of Commons - Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food
(SCAAF) and the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry
(SCAF)
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'Why is plant breeding & PBR/UPQV important?
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Debunking Myth-information
Myth -“UPOV'91 only benefits transnational corporations”

Fact - Strengthened breeder protection will foster a positive
business environment for investing in plant breeding in Canada for
all parties; public, private, producer, and partnerships

Fact — Close to 50% of all Canadian applications for agricultural
crops come from public institutions (universities, federal and
provincial government). Royalties collected are an importance
source of funding for these breeding programs

Myth - “Heritage/heirloom varieties will be protected and locked up”

Fact - In order for a variety to be eligible for protection it must be
“‘new”. Heritage/heirloom varieties by definition are “old” and do not
meet the criteria for protection

Fact — Once PBR is expired the variety is “public domain”. Many of
today’s PBR varieties = tomorrow’s heritage/heirloom varieties @

Debunking Myth-information *’

Myth-“UPOV'91 reduces varietal and genetic diversity”

Fact — Strengthened protection fosters innovation, plus
compulsory breeder and researcher exemptions promotes the
exchange and use of germplasm. In UPOV’91 countries the
genetic and varietal diversity can actually increase:

T Number of breeders
1 Level of investment

1 Diversity of breeding activities (private S-M-L, public, producer,
and partnerships)

1 Number and diversity of crop species
1 Number of varieties within a crop kind or species

“UPOV Report on the Impact of Plant Variety Protection” (2005)

“Genetic diversity trends in twentieth century crop cultivars: a meta analysis” (Theoretical and Applied Genetics
04/2010, 120:1241-1252) 10

*10 Year Impact Study of PBR Protection in Canada
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N'I:U starts campaign against UPOV 91  Bill C-18 will take from farmers’ pockets
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Federal Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz's omnibus Agricullural Growth Act (Bl
©-12) 15 currently before the Standing Commitiee on Agriculure and Agri-Foog.
If passed, this bill will hreaten the abilty of Canadian farmers to save their own

saed

Part of the bill amends the Federal Plant Breaders’ Righis Act, which would
ratity provisions from the International Union for the Protaction of N
(UPOV) 1991 canvention, giving multnational seed
companies gre legal powers to enforce their ownership over non-patanted
Seed varieties in Canada
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Positive Messaging

Plant Breeders’ Rights (PBR} and Bill C-18 Federal official says UPOV '91 will benelﬁt

farmers
Despite what detractors say. both farmers and breeders will benefit Commissioner of plant breeders’ rights says enhanced intellectual property
p ion will bring more i better varieties, and greater choice
By Rk Downey And B Harvey Published: Februory 19, 201 - By Jenniter Sioir Pusines: Fenrvary 23, 200
Opinion = e e e commem:
=0 comments

As public plant breeders with Agriculture and Agri- Food Canada and the University of
Saskatchewan for a combined total of over 100 years, we were pleased to see the recently tabled
Agricultural Growth Act (Bill C18).

This bill encompasses desirable amendments to the present Plant Breeders Rights (DBR) Act
that will bring Canada into conformity with the 1991 convention of the International Union for
the Protection of New Varieties (UPOV ‘a1).

Canada wasa signatory to this convention back in 1992 but is just now bringing the amendments
into force. Thus the amendments are not, as some detractors would have you to believe,

Sup|;»|ort strong for Canadian agriculture Debunking thhs around Canada’s
gg‘:g!aus bill UPOV '91 leglshtlon

Setmbas 10, 2014
But cne farm group warns proposed changes would remeove farmars’ control of ~ = =
seeds Farmers can still save seed. but end-use royalties aren’t guaranteed,

— says Plant Breeders’ Rights commissioner

Pusisnes Marcn
Crops
B Be the frst 1o commant

by SUSAN MANN

Most of Canada’s farming community is giving the federal government's
agriculture modernizing legislation, bill C-18, & thumbs up during committee 12
hearings this wesk, but one farm group wants part of the bill scrapped and the

rest broken up inte mere manageable parts for better debate.
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HOME PARTNERS NEWS VIEWS CONTACT US

The Partners

Partners in Innovation was founded by a group of leading Canadian farmer and
agricultural organizations which joined forces to support Canadian government
legislation intended to improve Plant Breeders’ Rights (PBR) in Canada

Partners in Innovation believe that amended Plant Breeders’ Rights legislation
will foster investment in seed research and innovation, to deliver varieties
developed in Canada and outside our border, and to benefit farmers and the
Canadian economy. The partnership is committed fo supporting the
amendments.

News

Canada takes place on world
stage with ratification of
UPQV 91 Convention

Partners in Innovation

Celebrate Royal Assent for
PBR Amendments
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access to new varieties

Ritz: UPOV 91 Part Of Reason For New
Wheat Seed Development
" Pa(tnership

Canada ratifies UPOV 'o1 seed treaty

+  Bayer Crop Science new investments in wheat breeding
+ Limagrain/Canterra Seeds partnership — cereal breeding

+  Public/private/producer breeding consortium to fund Canadian
Prairie Spring Red Wheat (CPSR)

+ Annual PBR applications for agricultural crops almost doubled
(from 80 to 148)

+ Increased diversity of crops and number of foreign applications 14




