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Anthony Parker is Canada's Commissioner of Plant Breeders' Rights at the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA) and currently serves as President of the Council of the International Union for the 
Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV). Raised on a farm, he developed an early appreciation for 
agriculture and innovation in plant breeding. He holds advanced academic degrees in both plant 
breeding and intellectual property law and has spent more than three decades in public service 
advancing plant variety protection, supporting agricultural innovation, and strengthening international 
cooperation in intellectual property systems for agriculture. Throughout his career, he has worked to 
promote an effective plant breeders' rights framework that benefit breeders, growers, and the broader 
agri-food sector. 

 
 


