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EVANS SIKINYI 

Dr Evans Sikinyi is Executive officer of the Seed Trade Association of Kenya (STAK). He 
is the Secretary of the Eastern Africa Seed Committee (EASCOM), that is charged with 
implementation of the harmonization of seed regulation within the region. He previously was 
the Head, Seed Certification and Plant Variety Protection at the Kenya Plant Health 
Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS). He holds a PhD (Iowa State University), Horticulture 
(breeding and biotechnology), Masters of Science in plant breeding and Bachelors of Science 
in Agriculture (University of Nairobi). He was instrumental in setting and operating the Plant 
variety protection system in Kenya. He trained in Intellectual Property at Michigan State 
University, Cambridge in the United Kingdom, at WIPO and UPOV in Geneva, and at the 
United States Patent Office (USPTO), among other places.  He is a trained trainer in 
intellectual property (USPTO Global Intellectual Property Academy) particularly plant 
variety protection.  He was a key member of the task force that developed the Seed Policy for 
Kenya and the Vice-chair of the task force for developing policy and laws for Traditional 
Knowledge, Genetic Resources and Folklore in Kenya. He is a member of the Expert 
Advisory Committee of the Central Advisory Service on Intellectual Property for the CGIAR. 
He has led the Kenyan delegation to the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture, apart from being a member of the Ad-Hoc Advisory Committee on the 
Funding Strategy for the Benefit Sharing Fund. He has been a member of the UPOV Council, 
Administrative and Legal Committee, Technical Committee and member of various 
Technical Working Parties in UPOV. He was the chair of the UPOV Study on the Impact of 
Plant Variety Protection 

 


