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[bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome and opening

	The Sixteenth meeting on the development of an electronic form (EAF/16 meeting), organized via electronic means, was opened and chaired by Mr. Peter Button, Vice Secretary-General of UPOV, who welcomed the participants.

	The list of participants is reproduced in Annex I to this report.  


Approval of the agenda

	The meeting adopted the draft agenda as proposed in document UPOV/EAF/16/1 Rev..


Developments concerning UPOV PRISMA  

	The meeting considered document UPOV/EAF/16/2 “Developments concerning UPOV PRISMA” and received a presentation by the Office of the Union on the latest developments concerning UPOV PRISMA, a copy of which is reproduced in Annex II to this document.

Version 2.4 

	The participants in the EAF/16 meeting noted that version 2.4 of UPOV PRISMA was released on February 24, 2020, at which time a fee of 90 Swiss francs was reintroduced for submissions via UPOV PRISMA.  Version 2.4 provided an improved user interface, developed on the basis of feedback received from users in 2019. 

Use of UPOV PRISMA

	The participants noted the information in relation to the use of UPOV PRISMA (as of October 10, 2020), as reported in Annex II of this document.

Feedback from Users

	The participants noted the feedback received from users on IT matters and on the information in UPOV PRISMA, and agreed the following:

[bookmark: _Toc53502075]Information in UPOV PRISMA 

(a) Priority should be placed on working with participating PBR authorities to ensure that 
all related information is complete and updated in a timely way before extending 
UPOV PRISMA to additional UPOV members (see UPOV PRISMA Terms of Use available at: https://www.upov.int/upovprisma/en/termsuse.html “Provide the Office of the Union with the 
most recent and updated application forms”); 
(b) Need to increase coverage for important crops in participating PBR authorities that do not cover all crops/species in UPOV PRISMA;
(c) Ensure that all participating PBR authorities in UPOV PRISMA acknowledge receipt of the application data submission within a reasonable amount of time (see UPOV PRISMA Terms of Use available at: https://www.upov.int/upovprisma/en/termsuse.html “Acknowledge receipt in UPOV PRISMA of any application data submitted via UPOV PRISMA within 7 days”);
(d) Ensure that all requirements of participating PBR authorities are specified in UPOV PRISMA to avoid requests for additional information after data submission via UPOV PRISMA (see UPOV PRISMA Terms of Use available at: https://www.upov.int/upovprisma/en/termsuse.html “Specify all documents required for accepting a completed application and ensure all required information can be provided in UPOV PRISMA”); 
(e) Avoid loss of confidence in UPOV PRISMA by withdrawing PBR authority participation where the UPOV PRISMA Terms of Use are not fulfilled. 

	The participants in the EAF/16 meeting noted that in order to ensure confidence in UPOV PRISMA, the Office of the Union would contact, individually, all participating PBR authorities before December 31, 2020, to check the information currently available in UPOV PRISMA and assess on any need to update the forms and/or requirements. 

IT matters

	The participants noted that the following items would be addressed in Version 2.5: 

(a) Need to automatically save application data in case of inactivity period in the system/session;
(b) Improve the speed of response of the system; and
(c) Increase the maximum size of attachments (e.g. for pictures);

Participants noted that increasing the use of machine-to-machine communication would be a matter for each participating PBR authority to decide when to proceed and would be subject to available resources.

[bookmark: _Toc53502076]Analysis of Technical Questionnaires

	The participants noted the report on variation between the technical questionnaires of participating authorities in UPOV PRISMA and the UPOV model application form, and noted that the report would be made available to participating PBR authorities and UPOV PRISMA users, upon request.  

[bookmark: _Toc35013187]Version 2.5 

	The participants noted that Version 2.5 was anticipated to be released in December 2020, with a possible intermediate version if necessary and according to available resources.

	The participants noted that the following participating PBR authorities had informed the Office of the Union of updates of their application or technical questionnaire forms, which would be implemented in Version 2.5, or earlier according to available resources: 

· Chile 
· European Union
· Mexico
· Switzerland 

	The participants noted the request from the representative of Norway, to update the way the information provided in UPOV PRISMA for Norway (Application form and Technical Questionnaire), to reflect the national requirements. It was noted that this would be implemented in version 2.5.

	The participants noted that no new authorities would be added in Version 2.5 but the following anticipated increased coverage of crop and species in UPOV PRISMA Version 2.5, compared to Version 2.4:

	Authority
	Anticipated new crop coverage in Version 2.5

	European Union
	QZ
	Maize




	The participants noted that the following new functionalities were planned to be included in UPOV PRISMA Version 2.5:

· New version of payment interface (Epay V2) to facilitate payment by PayPal, China Union Pay and Bulk payment;
· National Listing for United Kingdom; 
· Bulk upload functionality, as a proof of concept (POC) for Maize in European Union (where additional TQs for parent lines would be completed in CPVO online system);
· Customization of OAPI form layout (already made available). 

	The participants noted that, on the basis of feedback received, the following new functionalities were planned to be introduced in Version 2.5 (as reported in Annex II of this document):

· Automatically save the application data in case of a period of inactivity;
· Improve system performance;
· Avoid simultaneous access to the same application data by colleagues from the same organization (application data lock functionality);
· Allow co-agents to appear in the public list of agents available for breeders;
· Allow uploading of large attachments;
· Allow the possibility to attach documents as an interim solution when a PBR authority revises its application or technical questionnaire forms;
· Improve user interface for copy functionality.
[bookmark: _Toc35013192]
Possible future developments

	The participants noted that the following UPOV members had expressed an interest to join UPOV PRISMA in the future: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Japan, Nicaragua, Singapore, United Republic of Tanzania and Uzbekistan. An update on plans would be presented at the next EAF meeting.

	The participants noted that the following new functionalities were being considered for a future version of UPOV PRISMA:

· Addition of non UPOV TQ characteristics in TQ Section 7 instead of TQ Section 5; 
· Synchronization between UPOV PRISMA and CPVO for TQ changes; 
· Information on DUS cooperation (DUS Arrangement Recommendation Tool (DART));
· Machine translation; 
· Crop-specific TQs beyond Test Guidelines;
· Support of additional TQs for parent lines for European Union (Bulk upload functionality).

	The participants agreed that the addition of non UPOV TQ characteristics that were not included in UPOV Test Guidelines in future versions of UPOV PRISMA (from 2021 on)should be included in Section 7 of the UPOV PRISMA TQ instead of Section 5 (see document EAF/15/3 “Developments concerning UPOV PRISMA”, paragraphs 28 to 31).

[bookmark: _Toc21966004][bookmark: _Toc35013185]Communication and promotion

	The participants noted that the focus for communication in 2021 would continue to be on individual support via direct contacts and training sessions for existing UPOV PRISMA users.

	The participants noted that UPOV PRISMA promotional material (leaflets, infographics, quick guides, PowerPoint slides) remained available in various languages (as presented in document UPOV/EAF/15/2 “Developments concerning UPOV PRISMA”). It further noted that participating PBR authorities were invited to contact the Office of the Union to obtain promotional material, in order to distribute information to their applicants.

Date of next meeting

	The next meeting of the EAF (EAF/17 meeting) was agreed to be held in Geneva on March 25, 2021, from 12 pm to 2 pm (Geneva time), with participation by electronic means.

	This report was adopted by correspondence.
[Annexes follow]
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