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The purpose of these guidelines (“Test Guidelines”) is to elaborate the principles contained in the General 
Introduction (document TG/1/3), and its associated TGP documents, into detailed practical guidance for the 
harmonized examination of distinctness, uniformity and stability (DUS) and, in particular, to identify appropriate 
characteristics for the examination of DUS and production of harmonized variety descriptions. 
 
ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS 
 
These Test Guidelines should be read in conjunction with the General Introduction and its associated 
TGP documents. 
                                                 

n:\orgupov\shared\tg\zonalpel_cd\upov_drafts\tg_28_9_proj_1.doc 

*  These names were correct at the time of the introduction of these Test Guidelines but may be revised or updated. 
[Readers are advised to consult the UPOV Code, which can be found on the UPOV Website (www.upov.int), for the 
latest information.] 
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1. Subject of these Test Guidelines 

These Test Guidelines apply to all varieties of Pelargonium Zonale Group (syn. 
Pelargonium xhortorum L.H. Bailey) and Pelargonium peltatum (L.) Hér. as well as to 
hybrids between these species and other species of Pelargonium L'Hér. ex Aiton of the family 

eraniaceae. 

 
2. M

G
 

aterial Required 

2.1 The competent authorities decide on the quantity and quality of the plant material 
require te

l from a State other than that in which the testing takes place must ensure 
that all customs formalities and phytosanitary requirements are complied with.  
 

.3 The minimum quantity of plant material, to be supplied by the applicant, should be: 

vegetatively propagated varieties:  15 well rooted cuttings, not pinched 

visibly healthy, not lacking in vigor, nor 

d for sting the variety and when and where it is to be delivered.  Applicants 
submitting materia

2.2 The material is to be supplied in the form of well rooted cuttings or seeds. 
 
2
 

seed-propagated varieties:  sufficient seed to produce 30 plants 
 
2.4 The plant material supplied should be 
affected by any important pest or disease, especially any bacteria or virus infection. 
 

ariety, unless the competent authorities allow or 
request such treatment.  If it has been treated, full details of the treatment must be given. 

 
3. M

2.5 The plant material should not have undergone any treatment which would affect the 
expression of the characteristics of the v

 

ethod of Examination 

3.1 Number of Growing Cycles 

The minimum duration of tests should normally be a single growing cycle. 

3.2 Testing Place 

Tests are normally conducted at one place.  In the case of tests conducted at more than 
one pla

d out under conditions ensuring satisfactory growth 
r the expression of the relevant characteristics of the variety and for the conduct of the 
amin

 

ce, guidance is provided in TGP/9 “Examining Distinctness”. 
 

3.3 Conditions for Conducting the Examination 

3.3.1 The tests should be carrie
fo
ex ation. 

 
3.3.2 The optimum stage of development for the assessment of the characteristics is 

at the time of full flowering. 
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ries, color determinations made against a color chart 
hould be made either in a suitable cabinet providing artificial daylight or in the middle of the 

day in 

esign 

vely propagated varieties:  each test should be designed to result in a 
total of at least 15 plants.  

 

 all observations 
n single plants should be made on 10 plants or parts taken from each of 10 plants and any 

, all observations on 
ingle plants should be made on 20 plants or parts taken from each of 20 plants and any other 

 all plants in the test. 
 

3.3.3 Because daylight va
s

a room without direct sunlight.  The spectral distribution of the illuminant for artificial 
daylight should conform with the CIE Standard of Preferred Daylight D 6500 and should fall 
within the tolerances set out in the British Standard 950, Part I.  These determinations should 
be made with the plant part placed against a white background. 
 
3.4 Test D

3.4.1 Vegetati

 
3.4.2 Seed-propagated varieties:  each test should be designed to result in a total of 

at least 30 plants. 

3.4.3 The design of the tests should be such that plants or parts of plants may be 
removed for measurement or counting without prejudice to the observations which must be 
made up to the end of the growing cycle. 
 
3.5 Number of Plants / Parts of Plants to be Examined 

3.5.1 Vegetatively propagated varieties:  unless otherwise indicated,
o
other observations made on all plants in the test. 

 
3.5.2 Seed propagated varieties:  unless otherwise indicated

s
observations made on

3.6 Additional Tests 

Additional tests, for examining relevant characteristics, may be established. 
 
 
4. Assessment of Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability 

4.1 Distinctness 

4.1.1 General Recommendations 

es to consult the General 

eans of ensuring that a difference in a characteristic, observed in a growing trial, is 
sufficiently consistent is to examine the characteristic in at least two independent growing 
cycles.  

 
It is of particular importance for users of these Test Guidelin

Introduction prior to making decisions regarding distinctness.  However, the following points 
are provided for elaboration or emphasis in these Test Guidelines.  
 

4.1.2 Consistent Differences 
 
 The differences observed between varieties may be so clear that more than one 
growing cycle is not necessary.  In addition, in some circumstances, the influence of the 
environment is not such that more than a single growing cycle is required to provide 
assurance that the differences observed between varieties are sufficiently consistent.  One 
m
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Determining whether a difference between two varieties is clear depends on many 

factors,  sh ression of the characteristic being 
examined, i.e. whether it is expressed in a qualitative, quantitative, or pseudo-qualitative 
manner er ith the 
recommendations contained in the General Introduction prior to making decisions regarding 
distinctness. 
 
4.2 Uniform

4.2.1 It is of rtance for users of these Test Guidelines to consult the General 
Introduction pr isions regarding uniformity.  However, the following points 
re provided for elaboration or emphasis in these Test Guidelines: 

propagated varieties a population 
tandard of 1% and an acceptance probability of at least 95% should be applied.  In the case 
f a sample size of 15 plants, 1 off-type is allowed. 

4.2.3 For the assessment of uniformity of seed-propagated varieties which are self-
d an acceptance probability of at least 95% should 

be applied.  In the case of a sample size of 30 plants, 2 off-types are allowed. 
 
.2.4 For the assessment of uniformity of seed-propagated varieties which are 

.3 Stability 

.3.1 In practice, it is not usual to perform tests of stability that produce results as certain as 

bility may be tested, either by growing a 
rther generation, or by testing a new seed or plant stock to ensure that it exhibits the same 

supplied. 
 

4.1.3 Clear Differences 

 and ould consider, in particular, the type of exp

.  Th efore, it is important that users of these Test Guidelines are familiar w

ity 

particular impo
ior to making dec

a
 
4.2.2 For the assessment of uniformity of vegetatively 
s
o
 

pollinated, a population standard of 2% an

4
cross-pollinated or hybrids, the recommendations in the General Introduction for 
cross-pollinated or hybrid varieties should be followed, as appropriate. 
 
4

4
those of the testing of distinctness and uniformity.  However, experience has demonstrated 
that, for many types of variety, when a variety has been shown to be uniform, it can also be 
considered to be stable. 
 
4.3.2 Where appropriate, or in cases of doubt, sta
fu
characteristics as those shown by the previous material 

 
5. Grouping of Varieties and Organization of the Growing Trial 

5.1 The selection of varieties of common knowledge to be grown in the trial with the 
ida ay in which these varieties are divided into groups to facilitate 

the assessment of distinctness are aided by the use of grouping characteristics.   

ted states of expression, even 
here produced at different locations, can be used, either individually or in combination with 

to select varieties of common knowledge that can be excluded 
rom the growing tria

cand te varieties and the w

 
5.2 Grouping characteristics are those in which the documen
w
other such characteristics:  (a) 
f l used for examination of distinctness;  and (b) to organize the growing 
trial so that similar varieties are grouped together. 
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botanical species the following characteristics have been agreed as useful 
grouping characteristics: 

(a) Leaf blade:  variegation (characteristic 13) 

tic 48) with the 

Gr. 1:  white 

Gr. 4:  red 
Gr. 5:  purple 
Gr. 6:  blue pink 

 
5.4 Guidance for the use of grouping characteristics, in the process of examining 
distinctness, is provided through the General Introduction. 
 
 
6. Introduction to the Table of Characteristics

5.3 Besides the 

 

(b) Flower:  type (characteristic 29) 
(c) Lower petal:  color of middle of upper side (characteris

following groups: 

Gr. 2:  orange pink 
Gr. 3:  orange 

 

6.1 Categories of Characteristics 

6.1.1 Standard Test Guidelines Characteristics 
 
 Standard Test Guidelines characteristics are those which are approved by UPOV for 
examination of DUS and from which members of the Union can select those suitable for their 
particular circumstances. 
 

6.1.2 Asterisked Characteristics 
 
 Asterisked characteristics (denoted by *) are those included in the Test Guidelines 
which are important for the international harmonization of variety descriptions and should 
always be examined for DUS and included in the variety description by all members of the 
Union, except when the state of expression of a preceding characteristic or regional 
environmental conditions render this inappropriate. 
 
6.2 States of Expression and Corresponding Notes 

 States of expression are given for each characteristic to define the characteristic and to 
harmonize descriptions.  Each state of expression is allocated a corresponding numerical note 
for ease of recording of data and for the production and exchange of the description. 
 
6.3 Types of Expression 

 An explanation of the types of expression of characteristics (qualitative, quantitative 
and pseudo-qualitative) is provided in the General Introduction. 
 
6.4 Example Varieties 

 Where appropriate, example varieties are provided to clarify the states of expression 
of each characteristic. 
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) Asterisked characteristic – see Chapter 6.1.2 

QL Qualitative characteristic – see Chapter 6.3 
Q uantitative ristic – see r 6.3 
PQ Pseudo-qualitative characteristic – see Chapter 6.3 
 
(a anat ns on the Table of Characteristics in Chapter 8.1. 
(+ anat ons on the Table o in Chapter 8.2. 
 

 

6.5 Legend 

(*
 

N Q characte  Chapte

)-(c) See Expl
) See Expl

io
i f Characteristics 
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7.  Table of Characteristics/Tableau des caractères/Merkma tabelle/Tabla de ls caracteres 

 
 

    
ançais 

  
spañol 

Example Varieties 
xemples 

Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

English fr deutsch e E

1.  Plant: height of 
foliage 

ze: Höhe der 
Laubzone 

 Pflan
 

  

QN (a) short  niedrig   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

 tall  hoch   7 

Only trailing 

 

2.  
varieties: 
Plant: shoot length 

 Nur hängende 
Sorten: 
Pflanze: Trieblänge 

 
  

QN  short  kurz   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

    7 

3.  Plant: width   Pflanze: Breite  
 

  

 long lang 

 

QN (  

  

4.      

a) narrow  schmal   3 

  medium mittel   5 

  broad 

Stem: color 

 breit 

Trieb: Farbe 

  7 

PQ (b) whitish  ch  

ss 

weißli  1 

  green  grün   2 

  reddish  rötlich   3 

5.  Stem: thickne  Trieb: Dicke    

QN (a)    3 

(b) 

thin dünn 

 medium  mittel   5 

  thick  dick   7 
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English 

 
français 

 
deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

   
Note/
Nota

6. 
(*) 
(+) 

ength änge  Leaf blade: l  Blattspreite: L    

QN (b) short  kurz   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

  long  lang   7 

7. 
*) 

(+) 
(

  Leaf blade: width  Blattspreite: Breite    

QN (b) narrow  schmal   3 

  medium 

8. 
 

(+) 

 
of lobing prägung der 

 mittel   5 

  broad  breit   7 

 Leaf  blade: degree  Blattspreite: Aus-

Lappung 

   

QN (  

  medium  mittel   5 

  strong  stark   7 

9.  Only trailing 

b) weak  gering   3 

varieties: Leaf  
blade: apex of lobes 

 Nur hängende 
Sorten: Blatts
Spitze der La

preite: 
ppen 

   

QL (b) acute  spitz   1 

  rounded  abgerundet   2 

10.  Leaf blade: depth of 
rgin 

 Blattspreite: Tiefe 
nschnitte

   
incisions of ma der Randei

Q  (  ry 
shallow 

 sehr 
flach 

  shallow  flach   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

  deep  tief   7 

N b) absent or ve  fehlend oder   1 
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English 

 
français 

 
deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

11.  Leaf blade: 
undulation of 
margin 

 Blattspreite: 
Randwellung 

   

QN (b) weak  gering   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

  strong  stark   7 

12.  

(+) 

 Leaf blade: base  Blattspreite: Basis    
 

QN (b)  weit offen   1 

  closed  geschlossen   5 

  partly overlapping  gering überlappend   7 

  strongly overlapping  stark überlappend   9 

(*) 
 

tion 
 

Panaschierung 
   

wide open 

  open  offen   3 

13. Leaf blade: 
variega

Blattspreite: 

QL (b) absent  fehlend   1 

  present  vorhanden   9 

14. 
(
(+) 

 Leaf blade: main  Blattspreite: 
arbe 

   
*) color Hauptf

  yellow  gelb   1 

PQ (b) light green  hellgrün   2 

     3 

  dark green  dunkelgrün   4 

  dark red  dunkelrot   5 

 medium green mittelgrün 
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English 

 
français 

 
deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

15. 
 

 Leaf blade: 
secondary color arbe 

 Blattspreite: 
Sekundärf

   

PQ (b) white  weiß   1 

  yellow  gelb   5 

  light green  hellgrün   2 

  medium green  mittelgrün   3 

      4 

ade: 
glossiness 

preite: Glanz 

dark green dunkelgrün

16.   Leaf bl  Blatts    

QN (b) absent or very weak  fehlend oder sehr 
 

 1 

     5 

17.  Leaf blade: 

zone 

 Blattspreite: Aus-
  

   

gering
 

  weak 

medium 

 gering 

mittel 

  3 

(*) conspicuousness of prägung der Zone

Q  (   or very weak  oder sehr 
gering 

  weak  gering  3 

  medium  mittel  5 

    7 

rong ark 

1 . 
 

(+) 

e: position 
of zone 

 
Position der Zone  

N b) absent  fehlend   1 

 

 

 strong stark 

  very st  sehr st   9 

8  Leaf blad  Blattspreite:    

PQ (  

  dle  in der Mitte   2 

 margin nd hin 

b) at base 

in the mid

 an der Basis   1 

  towards  zum Ra   3 
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English 

 
français 

 
deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

19. 
 

(+) 

 Leaf blade: width of 
zone 

 Blattspreite: Breite 
der Zone 

   

QN (b) very narrow hmal  sehr sc   1 

  medium  mittel   2 

  broad  breit   3 

20.  Inflorescence: length 
of peduncle 

 Blütenstand: Länge 
des Stiels 

   

QN (c) short  kurz   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

  long  lang  7 

21.  Inflorescence: 

f peduncle 

 Blütenstand: 
rbung 

   

 

anthocyanin 
coloration on upper 
third o

Anthocyanfä
im oberen Drittel 
des Stiels  

QN (c) absent or very weak  fehlend oder sehr 
gering 

  1 

  weak  gering   3 

  medium  mittel    5 

  strong  stark   7 

22. 
*) ( diameter 

  Inflorescence:  Blütenstand:
Durchmesser 

   

QN (c) small  klein   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

     7 

number of open 
flowers 

offener Blüten 

large groß 

23.  Inflorescence:  Blütenstand: Anzahl    

QN (c) few  gering   3 

  medium    mittel   5 

  many  hoch   7 



TG/28/9(proj.1) 
Pelargonium, 2007-05-29 

- 14 - 
 

   
English 

 
français 

 
deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

24. 
(*) 

 Inflorescence: 
diameter of largest 
flower 

: Durch-
messer der größten 
Blüte 

 Blütenstand    

QN (  

 

25.   

c) small  klein   3 

  medium  mittel    5 

  large 

Inflorescence: len

 groß   7 

gth
of long

 
est pedicel 

 and: Länge 

Blütenstiels 

   Blütenst
des längsten 

QN (c) short  kurz   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

  long  lang  7 

2  

 

6. Pedicel: anthocyanin
coloratio
third 

 
n on upper 

    Blütenstiel: 
Anthocyanfärbung 
im oberen Drittel 

QN (c)  weak   
gering 

  1 

  weak  gering   3 

  medium  mittel  5 

  strong  stark   7 

27. 

(+) 

 Pedicel: swelling  Blütenstiel:    

absent or very fehlend oder sehr

 

 Verdickungen 

QL (c) predominantly absent  überwiegend fehlend   1 

  predominantly 
nt 

 überwiegend 
n 

 2 

2 .  
 

shape nospe: Form

prese vorhande

 

8

(+) 

 Flower bud:  Blütenk    

PQ (c) elliptic  elliptisch   1 

trisch  

  round  rund   2 

  asymmetric  asymme  3 
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English 

 
français 

 
deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

29.  
(*) 
(+) 

 Flower: type  Blüte: Typ    

QL  single  einfach   1 

  double  gefüllt   2 

3 .  
(*) 

ouble 0  Only d
flowering varieties: 
Flower: number of 
petals 

 Nur gefüllt blühende 
Sorten: Blüte: 

blätter 
Anzahl 
Blüten

   

QN (c) few  gering   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

  many  groß   7 

31. 

(+) 

 Only single 
  flowering varieties: 

Flower: 

 
lower petals 

 Nur einfach 

arrangement of 
upper petals to

blühende Sorten: 
Blüte: Anordung 

Blütenblättern 

   

der oberen zu den 
unteren 

QN (c) free  frei stehend   1 

  touching  rend 

verlapping erlappend 

 
 Flower: cross 

section in lateral 
 Blüte: nitt 

in der Seitensansicht
   

sich berüh   3 

  slightly o  gering üb   5 

 

32.  

 strongly overlapping  stark überlappend 

Quersch

  7 

(+) view 

QN (c)  konkav   3 

 convex    7 

 
(+) 

be 

concave 

 

 

 flat  gerade 

konvex 

  5 

33.  Sepal: color  Kelchblatt: Far    

PQ 

 

(c) 

 reddish  rötlich   2 

green  grün   1 

  red  rot   3 
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English 

 
français 

 
deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

34. 
(*) 
(+) 

 Upper petal: width  Oberes Blütenblatt: 
Breite 

   

QN (c) narrow  schmal   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

  broad  breit   7 

35. 

(+)  

 Upper petal: shape  Oberes Blütenblatt: 
 

   
 Form

PQ (c)    1 

  spatulate  löffelförmig   2 

  round  rund   3 

  rhombic  rhombisch   4 

36. 
 

 Upper petal: margin 
of apical part 

 blatt: 
oberer Rand 

   

triangular dreieckig 

(+)  

Oberes Blüten

PQ (c) entire  ganzrandig   1 

ten 

 

3 . 
(*) 

  divided  gespal   2 

  fringed  gefranst   3 

7

(+) 

 Upper petal: color of 
margin of upper side 

s Obere  Blütenblatt: 
Farbe des Randes 
der Oberseite 

   

PQ (c) RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 

 RHS-Farbkarte 
(Nummer angeben) 

   

38. 
(*) 

 

number) 

(+) 

Upper petal: color of 
middle of upper side 

 Oberes Blütenblatt: 
Farbe der Mitte der 
Oberseite 

   

PQ (c) RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 

) 

 RHS-Farbkarte 
(Nummer angeben) 

   

3 . 
(*) 
(+) 

number

9  Upper petal: color of 
lower side 

 Oberes Blütenblatt: 
Farbe der Unterseite 

   

PQ (c) RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 
number) 

 RHS-Farbkarte 
(Nummer angeben) 
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English 

 
français 

 
deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

40.   Upper petal: 
conspicuousness of 
marking 

 Oberes Blütenblatt: 
Ausprägung der 
Zeichnung 

   

QN (c) absent or very weak d oder sehr 
gering 

  weak  gering   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

    7 

41. 

(+) 

 Upper

 fehlen   1 

 strong stark 

(*) 
 petal: type of 
g 

 Oberes
markin

 Blütenblatt: 
r Zeichnung 

   
Art de

PQ (c) stripes  gestreift   1 

     2 

  stripes and spot/spots  gestreift und   3 

42. 
 

 

 stripes and dots gestreift und Punkte

Fleck/Flecken 

(+) 

Upper petal: size of 
spot 

 Oberes Blütenblatt: 
Größe des Flecks 

   

QN (c)     3 

   groß   7 

small klein 

  medium 

large 

 mittel   5 

43. 
 

(+) 

 Upper petal: color of 
spot 

 Oberes Blütenblatt: 
Farbe des Flecks 

   

PQ (c) RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 
number) 

 RHS-Farbkarte 
(Nummer angeben) 

   

44.  
 

(+) 

 Upper petal: z
base 

one at  Oberes Blütenblatt: 
Zone an der Basis 

   

QL (c) absent  fehlend   1 

  present  vorhanden   9 
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English 

 
français 

 
deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

45.  
 

(+) 

 Upper petal: size of 
zone at base 

 Oberes Blütenblatt: 
Größe der Zone an 
der Basis 

   

QN (c) small  klein   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

  large  groß   7 

46. 
*) (

 Upper petal: color of
zone at

  
 base 

Oberes Blütenblatt: 
Farbe der Zone an 
der Basis 

   

PQ (c) white  weiß   1 

  orange red ot 

4 . 
(*) 

 oranger   2 

7

(+) 

 Lower petal: color 
of margin of upper 
side 

 Unteres Blütenblatt: 
Farbe des Randes 
der Oberseite 

   

PQ (c) 

number) 

 
) 

   

(*) 
(+) 

RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 

RHS-Farbkarte 
(Nummer angeben

48.  Lower petal: color
of middle of 

 
 upper

side 

 Unteres Blütenb
Farbe der Mitte der

latt: 
 

Oberseite 

   

PQ (c) RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 
number) 

 RHS-Farbkarte 
(Nummer angeben) 

   

49. 
(*) 
(+) 

 Lower petal: color 
of lower side 

 Unteres Blütenblatt: 
Farbe der Unterseite 

   

PQ (c) RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 
number) 

 RHS-Farbkarte 
(Nummer angeben) 

   

50.  
 

(+) 

 Lower petal: 
conspicuousness of 
marking 

 Unteres Blütenblatt: 
Ausprägung der 
Zeichnung 

   

QN (c) absent or very weak  fehlend oder sehr 
gering 

  1 

  weak  gering   3 

  medium  mittel   5 

  strong  stark   7 
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English français deutsch 

 
español 

Example Varieties 
Exemples 
Beispielssorten 
Variedades ejemplo 

 
Note/
Nota

   

51.  
 

(+) 

 Lower petal: type of 
arki

 Unteres
m ng 

 Blütenblatt:    
Art der Zeichnung 

PQ (c) gestreift   1 

  2 

  3 

52.  
 

(+) 

 Lo

stripes  

stripes and dots  gestreift und Punkte   

stripes and spot/spots  gestreift und Fleck   

wer petal: size of  
spot 

Unteres Blütenblatt:  
Größe des Flecks 

  

QN (c) small  klein   3 

  mittel   5 

  large  groß   7 

53. 
(*) 

 Only double 

medium  

flowering varieties: 
Inner petal: color of 
middle of upper side 

 Nur gefüllt blühende 
Sorten: Inneres 
Blütenblatt: Farbe 
der Mitte der 
Oberseite 

   

PQ (c) RHS Colour Chart 
(indicate reference 
number) 

 RHS-Farbkarte 
(Nummer angeben) 
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the Table of Characteristics8. Explanations on  

.1 Explanations covering several characteristics 

Characteristics containing the following key in the second column of the Table of 
haracteristics should be examined as indicated below: 

 
 Trailing varieties excluded. 

servations o stem and the hould se 
inflorescence of the strongest stem.  All observations on the leaf should be made on the 
upper side. 

inflorescence, the flower bud and the flower should be made on the 

 
.2 Explanations for individual characteristics 

d. 6:  Leaf blade:  length

 
8

 
 
C

(a)
(b) Ob n the  leaf s be made at the ba of the second 

(c) Observations on the 
second inflorescence of the strongest stem at full flowering of the plant. 

 

8

A  
d. 7:  Leaf blade:  widthA  

 
 

d. 8:  Leaf blade:  degree of lobing

 
 
 
 
 length 
 
 

 
 

width  
 
 
A  

 
1 5 7 

absent or very weak medium strong 

 

 lobing  
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Ad. 12:  Leaf blade:  base 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 3 7 9 
wide open open  partly over trongly overlapping 

d. 14:  Leaf blade:  main color

5 
closed lapping s

 
 
A  

Main color:  color of the largest area of the leaf blade. If the area of the colors is nearly half 
and half, the darker color is the main color. 

d. 18:  Leaf blade:  position of zone

 
 
A  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 
at base rgin 

 
 

in the middle towards ma
 
 
 
Ad. 19:  Leaf blade:  width of zone 
 The width of ld be observed in relation to the size of the leaf. 

d. 27:  Pedicel:  swelling

the zone shou
 
 
 
A  

 

1 9 
predominantly absent predominantly present 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

swelling 
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Ad. 28:  Flower bud:  shape 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2 3 
elliptic round asymmetric 

d. 29:  Fl

1

 
 
 
A ower:  type 
 
A single flower has 5 petals only. A double flower has more than 5 petals. 

d. 31:  Flower:  arrangement of upper petals in relation to lower petals

 
 
A  
 

    

upper 
petals 

lower 
petals 

1 3 5 7 
free to slightl strongly overlapping 

d.: 32:  Flower:  cross section in lateral view

uching y overlapping 
 
 
 
A  

5 7 
flat convex 

d. 32:  Sepal:  color

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
concave 

 
 
 
A  

Observations on the sepal should be made on the largest sepal of a fully open flower. 
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Ad. 35:  Upper petal:  shape 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4 
triangular spatulate round rhombic 

 
 

d. 36:  Upper petal:  margin of apical part
 
A  

 

1 2 3 
entire divided fringed 

Ad. 37:  Upper petal:  color of margin of upper side

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Ad. 38:  Upper petal:  color of middle of upper side 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ad 41:  Upper petal: type of marking

color of middle
color of margin 

 
Ad 52:  Lower petal: type of marking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 
stripes stripes and dots stripes and spot/spots 

 
 

zone at base

color of margin

marking 
upper petals 

lower petals 
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d. 42:  Upper petal: size of spotA  
tal: size of spotAd. 52:  Lower pe  

 

 
 
 
 
 

3 5 7 
small medium large 

 
 
 
Ad 43:  Upper petal:  color of spot

 
 

 
 

Only for varieties with spot with at least size "medium" (5) 
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9. Literature 

Maatsch et al, 1977:  Pelargonien, Verlag Paul Parey, Berlin, Hamburg 
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10. Technical Questionnaire 

  
TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE Page {x} of {y} 

 
Reference Number: 

   

   
Application date: 

  (not to be filled in by the applicant) 
 

TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
to be completed in connection with an application for plant breeders’ rights 

 
   
1. Subject of the Technical Questionnaire 
   

1.1.1 Botanical name Pelargonium Zonale Group 
yn. Pelargonium xhortorum L.H. Bailey) 

    ] 
(s

[ 
 

1.1.2 Common name onal Pelargonium Z  
   
1.2.1 Botanical name Pelargonium peltatum (L.) Hér.     ] [ 

1.2.2 Common name y-leaved Pelargonium Iv  
   

 Hybrid:  please indicate nam (s) of species used in the crossing e  
1.3 Botanical name     ]  [ 

   
2. Applicant 
   

Name   

Address  
 
 

 

Telephone No.   

Fax No.   

E-mail address   

Breeder (if different from applicant)  
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TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
  

Page {x} of {y} 
 
Reference Number: 

   

3. Proposed denomination and breeder’s reference 
   

Proposed denomination   
 
 

(if available)   

Bre  eder’s reference  
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TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Page {x} of {y} 

 
Reference Number: 

   

 
#4. nformation on the breeding scheme and propagation of the variety 
 

I

4.1 Breeding scheme 
 

: 

4.1.1 Crossing 
 

(a) controlled cross [   ] 
 (please state parent varieties) 
(b) partially known cross [   ] 

 state known parent variety(ies)
(c) unknown cross  [   ] 

.2 Mutation [   ] 
(please state parent variety) 

 
covery and development [   ] 

(please state where and when discovered and how developed)  

 Other [   ] 
(please provide details) 

 

 
 
 4 ethod of propagating the variety 

 
1 Seed-propagated varieties 

 
(a) Self-pollination [   ] 

Cross pollination  
 (i)  population [   ] 

[   ] 
(c) Hybrid [   ] 

 (d) Other [   ] 
please provide details) 

.2.2 Vegetative propagation 

 (a) cuttings [   ] 
(b) in vitro propagation [   ] 

other (state method) [   ] 

4.2.3 Other [   ] 
(please provide details) 

 

 

Variety resulting from
 

 (please ) 

 
4.1

4.1.3 Dis

 
4.1.4

 

.2 M

4.2.

 
 (b) 
 
  (ii) synthetic variety 
 

  (
 
4
 

 
 (c) 
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TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Page {x} of {y} 

 
Reference Number: 

   

 
5. Characteristics of the variety to be indicated (the number in brackets refers to the 
corresponding characteristic in Test Guidelines;  please ma  the note which best corresponds . rk )
 

 Characteristics Example Varieties Note 

5.  
(1

lade:  variegation 1
3) 

Leaf b   

 absent  1[  ] 

 present  9[  ] 

5.2 
(15) 

Leaf blade:  main color   

 yellow  1[  ] 

 light green  2[  ] 

 medium green  3[  ] 

 dark green  4[    ]

 dark red  5[ ]   

5.3 
(17) 

Leaf blade:  conspicuousness of zone on upper side   

 absent or very weak  1[  ] 

 weak  3[  ] 

 medium  5[  ] 

 strong  7[  ] 

 very strong  9[  ] 

5.  
(2

nce:  anthocyanin coloration on upper third of 4
1) 

Infloresce
peduncle 

  

 absent or very weak  1[    ]

 weak  3[  ] 

 medium  5[  ] 

 strong  7[  ] 

5.5 
(29) 

Flower:  type   

 single  1[  ] 

 double  2[  ] 



TG/28/9(proj.1) 
Pelargonium, 2007-05-29 

- 30 - 
 

 
TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Page {x} of {y} 

 
Reference Number: 

   

 Characteristics Example Varieties Note 

5.6 
(40) 

Upper petal:  conspicuousness of marking   

 absent or very weak  1[  ] 

 weak  3[  ] 

 medium  5[  ] 

 strong  7[  ] 

5.7 
(41) 

  type of mark  Upper petal: ing  

 stripes  1[  ] 

 stripes and dots  2[  ] 

 stripes and spot/spots  3[  ] 

5.
(4

8i 
8) 

Lower petal:  color of middle of upper side   

 RHS Colour Chart (indicate reference number) ……………………………………..  

5.8ii 
8) 

Lower petal:  color of middle of upper side
(4

   

 white  1[  ] 

 pin  2[  ] orange k 

  3[  ] orange 

 red  4[  ] 

 purple  5[  ] 

 blue pink  6[  ] 

 other (indicate color) ……………………………………..  
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TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Page {x} of {y} 

 
Reference Number: 

   

6. Similar varieties and differences from these varieties 
 

e
and
or a ion authority to conduct ist 
xamin tion of nc  in  more fficien

Please us  the following table and box for comments to provide information on how your 
c idate variety differs from the variety (or varieties) which, to the best of your knowledge, is 

re) most similar. This information may help the examinat(
e a  disti tness  a  e t way. 
 

Den aomin tion(s) of 
variety(ies) similar to 
y n  varie  our ca didate ty

Characteristic(s) in 
which your candidate 
v ie er  ar ty diff s from

the similar variety(ies)

Describe the expression 
of the characteristic(s) 

for the similar 
variety(ies) 

Describe the 
expression of the 

characteristic(s) for 
your candidate variety

(Example) Flower: type single double 
 

 

#7. Additional information which may help in the examination of the variety 

 

ng the variety or conducting the examination? 

 

 
 
7.3 Other information 
 

pany the Technical 
Quest
 
 

 
7.1 In addition to the information provided in sections 5 and 6, are there any additional 

characteristics which may help to distinguish the variety? 
 

 Yes [   ]   No [   ] 
 

(If yes, please provide details) 
 
 
7.2 Are there any special conditions for growi

 
Yes [   ]   No [   ] 

(If yes, please provide details): 

 A representative color photograph of the variety should accom
ionnaire. 
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TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Page {x} of {y} 

 
Reference Number: 

   

8. Authorization for release 
 
 (a) Does the variety require prior authorization for release under legislation concerning 

the protection of the environment, human and animal health? 
 
  Yes [   ]   No [   ] 
 
 (b) Has such authorization been obtained? 
 
  Yes [   ]   No [   ] 
 
 If the answer to (b) is yes, please attach a copy of the authorization. 
 
 
9.  Information on plant material to be examined or submitted for examination.  
 
9.1 The expression of a characteristic or several characteristics of a variety may be affected 
by factors, such as pests and disease, chemical treatment (e.g. growth retardants or pesticides), 
effects of tissue culture, different rootstocks, scions taken from different growth phases of a 
tree, etc. 
 
9.2 The plant material should not have undergone any treatment which would affect the 
expression of the characteristics of the variety, unless the competent authorities allow or request 
such treatment.  If the plant material has undergone such treatment, full details of the treatment 
must be given.  In this respect, please indicate below, to the best of your knowledge, if the plant 
material to be examined has been subjected to:  
 

(a) Microorganisms (e.g. virus, bacteria, phytoplasma) Yes  [  ] No  [  ] 
 
(b) Chemical treatment (e.g. growth retardant, pesticide)  Yes  [  ] No  [  ] 
 
(c) Tissue culture Yes  [  ] No  [  ] 
 
(d) Other factors  Yes  [  ] No  [  ] 

 
Please provide details of where you have indicated “yes”. 
 
…………………………………………………………… 

 
 

10. I hereby declare that, to the best of my knowledge, the information provided in this form 
is correct:  
 
 Applicant’s name 
 

Signature Date 
 

 
[End of document] 
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