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TECHNICAL WORKING PARTY 

ON AUTOMATION AND COMPUTER PROGRAMS

Twenty-seventh Session
Alexandria, Virginia, United States of America 

PREPARATORY WORKSHOPPREPARATORY WORKSHOP

June 15, 2009

1. Introduction to UPOV 

2. Introduction to the Technical Working Parties 

3. Overview of the General Introduction 
(document TG/1/3 and TGP documents)

4. UPOV databases

5. Exchangeable software

6. Electronic application systems

7. The UPOV website

8. Agenda for the TWP meeting

9. Feedback

PROGRAMPROGRAM
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1.1. INTRODUCTION TO UPOVINTRODUCTION TO UPOV

UPOV

The International ConventionConvention for the 
Protection of New Varieties of Plants

established in 1961

The International UnionUnion for the Protection 
of New Varieties of Plants

UUnion internationale pour la 
pprotection des oobtentions vvégétales
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• Members of the Union
–States 
–Intergovernmental Organization(s)

• Organs established  by the 
Convention
–Council 
–Office of the Union

• Other Bodies

UPOV Structure

Technical 
Working Party on
Automation 

and Computer 
Programs

(TWC)

COUNCIL

ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL 
COMMITTEE (CAJ)TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (TC)

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Working    Group              
on

Biochemical 
and Molecular 

Techniques

(BMT)

Technical 
Working Party for

Vegetables

(TWV)

Technical 
Working Party for
Ornamental 
Plants and 

Forest Trees

(TWO)

Technical 
Working Party for             

Fruit Crops

(TWF)

Technical 
Working Party for
Agricultural 

Crops

(TWA)

Office of the Union
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UPOV Membership/Territories covered
67 members

Members of UPOV (green) & initiating 
States & organizations (brown)

Initiated the Procedure
17  States
1    intergovernmental organization
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PBR Titles in Force:  All UPOV
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Number of UPOV members

Development of Plant Variety Protection

UPOV MISSION STATEMENT

“To provide and promote an effective 
system of plant variety protection, 
with the aim of encouraging the 
development of new varieties of 
plants, for the benefit of society”
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Available at:  www.upov.int “News & Events”

2.2. INTRODUCTION TO THE INTRODUCTION TO THE 

UPOV TECHNICAL WORKING PARTIES  UPOV TECHNICAL WORKING PARTIES  

(THE DUS EXAMINATION)(THE DUS EXAMINATION)
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THE CONDITIONS FOR GRANTING
A BREEDER’S RIGHT

Criteria to be satisfied

• NOVELTY

•• DDISTINCTNESS
•• UUNIFORMITY
•• SSTABILITY

““DUSDUS””

THE CONDITIONS FOR 
GRANTING A BREEDER’S RIGHT

Other conditions

• VARIETY DENOMINATION
• FORMALITIES
• PAYMENT OF FEES

NO OTHER CONDITIONS!NO OTHER CONDITIONS!
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UPOV Structure

ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL 
COMMITTEE

Technical Working 
Party on

Automation and 
Computer 
Programs

COUNCIL

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Working    Group              
on Biochemical 
and Molecular 

Techniques

Technical Working 
Party for

Vegetables

Technical Working 
Party for

Ornamental 
Plants and 

Forest Trees

Technical Working 
Party for             

Fruit Crops

Technical Working 
Party for

Agricultural 
Crops

3.3. OVERVIEW OF THE GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE GENERAL 
INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

(DOCUMENT TG/1/3 (DOCUMENT TG/1/3 AND TGP AND TGP 
DOCUMENTS)DOCUMENTS)

GUIDANCE FOR GUIDANCE FOR 
DUS EXAMINATIONDUS EXAMINATION
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facilitates:facilitates:
BEST PRACTICE (based on experience)

=> good decisions
=> good definition of the object of protection 

(strong protection)

=> efficiency in method of examination (learn from the best)  
HARMONIZATION

=> efficiency 

• mutual acceptance of DUS reports
(minimize cost of examination for individual authorities)

• mutual recognition of variety descriptions 
(all parties speak the same “language”)

• simple and cheap system for applicants
(minimize cost for breeders)

Guidance for DUS Examination

UPOV provides guidance by:

• The “General Introduction” (TG/1/3)
– General technical principles
– Organization of DUS Testing
– Associated “TGP” Documents 

(e.g. statistical methods)
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TG/1/3 General Introduction

“Associated” TGP Documents
Ref. Title 

TG/00 List of TGP Documents and Latest Issue Dates 

TGP/1 General Introduction With Explanations 

TGP/2 List of Test Guidelines Adopted by UPOV  

TGP/3 Varieties of Common Knowledge 

TGP/4 Constitution and Maintenance of Variety Collections 

TGP/5 Experience and Cooperation in DUS testing 

TGP/6 Arrangements for DUS testing  

TGP/7 Development of Test Guidelines 

TGP/8 Trial Design and Techniques Used in the Examination of DUS 

TGP/9 Examining Distinctness 

TGP/10 Examining Uniformity 

TGP/11 Examining Stability 

TGP/12 Special Characteristics  

TGP/13 Guidance for New Types and Species 

TGP/14 Glossary of Technical, Botanical and Statistical Terms Used in UPOV 
Documents 

TGP/15 New Types of Characteristics 
 

UPOV Structure
Technical Working 

Party on
Automation and 

Computer 
Programs

Working    Group              
on Biochemical 
and Molecular 

Techniques

Technical Working 
Party for

Vegetables

Technical Working 
Party for

Ornamental 
Plants and 

Forest Trees

Technical Working 
Party for             

Fruit Crops

Technical Working 
Party for

Agricultural 
Crops

TGP documentsTest Guidelines
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UPOV Structure
Technical Working 

Party on
Automation and 

Computer 
Programs

Working    Group              
on Biochemical 
and Molecular 

Techniques

Technical Working 
Party for

Vegetables

Technical Working 
Party for

Ornamental 
Plants and 

Forest Trees

Technical Working 
Party for             

Fruit Crops

Technical Working 
Party for

Agricultural 
Crops

Adopted documents

Uniformity by Off-typesTC/34/5 Rev.

COYTC/33/7

TGP documents
TGP/8 Trial Design and Techniques Used in the Examination of 

Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability

TGP/14 Glossary of Technical, Botanical and Statistical Terms Used in 
UPOV Documents

Exchangeable software
(COY, GAIA etc.)

UPOV provides guidance by:

• The “General Introduction” (TG/1/3)
– General technical principles
– Organization of DUS Testing
– Associated “TGP” Documents 

(e.g. statistical methods)

AND

•• ““Test GuidelinesTest Guidelines””
–– Species/CropSpecies/Crop--specific recommendations developed specific recommendations developed 

by crop expertsby crop experts
–– TGP/7 TGP/7 ““Development of Test GuidelinesDevelopment of Test Guidelines”” adoptedadopted
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Test Guidelines

•• 257 Test Guidelines257 Test Guidelines adopted 

but…

•• >2,500 genera and species>2,500 genera and species with 
varieties examined for PBR
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4.4. UPOV DATABASESUPOV DATABASES

(2) [Characteristics of the denominationdenomination]

In particular, it must be different from every must be different from every 
denominationdenomination which designates, in the 
territory of any Contracting Party, an existing an existing 
varietyvariety of the same plant species or of a closely 
related species.

Article 20 of the 1991 Act 
(Variety denominations)
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(2) [Characteristics of the denominationdenomination]

In particular, it must be different from every must be different from every 
denominationdenomination which designates, in the 
territory of any Contracting Party, an existing an existing 
varietyvariety of the same plant species or of a closely 
related species.

Article 20 of the 1991 Act 
(Variety denominations)

IT TOOLS 

FOR 

VARIETY DENOMINATION 

SIMILARITY 

GENIE Database

Variety denomination related information
Protection offered by UPOV members
DUS informationDUS information

- UPOV Test Guidelines
- practical experience of UPOV

(document TC/44/4)
- cooperation in DUS examination

(document C/41/5)
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GENIE Database
(GenGenus / specieies)
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5.5. EXCHANGEABLE SOFTWAREEXCHANGEABLE SOFTWARE
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5. EXCHANGEABLE SOFTWARE

UPOV/INF/Software draft 2

1 - To provide members of the Union with 
information on the existence and availability of 
software

2 – Software proposed by UPOV Members to 
be made available to other members

3 - The software may be developed by the 
proposing members, themselves, or not, but it 
has to be used for the function described

5. EXCHANGEABLE SOFTWARE

UPOV/INF/Software draft 2

Role of the TWC

To propose the inclusion of software in on the 
basis of the experiences presented by experts 
from the members of the Union at the 
TWC session 

DUSTNT

GAIA
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6.6. ELECTRONIC APPLICATION ELECTRONIC APPLICATION 

SYSTEMSSYSTEMS

TC/CAJ  April 2009
PROPOSAL 1:  Standardized reference by authorities to the UPOV Model 

Application Form, UPOV Model TQ and/or UPOV Test Guidelines TQ

PROPOSAL 2:  Use of information provided in an electronic version of the 
UPOV Model Application Form (and possibly the UPOV Model TQ or 
UPOV Test Guidelines TQ)
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TC/CAJ  April 2009
PROPOSAL 1:  Standardized reference by authorities to the UPOV Model 

Application Form, UPOV Model TQ and/or UPOV Test Guidelines TQ

ZXZXZXZX1.(b)  Applicant(s)  nationality(ies):(A1)UPOV 1(b)

ZYZYZYZ1.(a)  Applicant(s)  E-mail address(es)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Email)

ZZZZZZ1.(a)  Applicant(s)  Fax No.(s)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Fax)

XYXYXY1.(a)  Applicant(s)  Telephone No.(s)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Tel)

YYYYY1.(a)  Applicant(s)  Address(es)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Address)

XXXXX1.(a)  Applicant(s)  Name(s)(note)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Name)

Item in UPOV Model Application Form
(document TGP/5 “Experience and Cooperation in DUS Testing”, 
Section 2/2: “UPOV Model Form for the Application for Plant 
Breeders’ Rights”)

Reference to be quoted in the 
application form of the 
authority

PROPOSAL 1:  Standardized reference by authorities to the UPOV Model 
Application Form, UPOV Model TQ and/or UPOV Test Guidelines TQ

TC/CAJ  April 2009

ZXZXZX1.(b)  Applicant(s)  nationality(ies):(A1)UPOV 1(b)

ZYZYZY1.(a)  Applicant(s)  E-mail address(es)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Email)

ZZZZZZ1.(a)  Applicant(s)  Fax No.(s)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Fax)

XYXYXY1.(a)  Applicant(s)  Telephone No.(s)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Tel)

YYYYY1.(a)  Applicant(s)  Address(es)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Address)

XXXXX1.(a)  Applicant(s)  Name(s)(note)(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Name)

Item in UPOV Model Application Form
(document TGP/5 “Experience and Cooperation in DUS Testing”, 
Section 2/2: “UPOV Model Form for the Application for Plant 
Breeders’ Rights”)

Reference to be quoted in the 
application form of the 
authority

(A1)UPOV 1(b) 〉δλφκϕαλ〉
A1)UPOV 1(a)(Email)
αοιεμα〉ο

α〉λδκιεμχν〉ορινϖαα〉λκδϕφ〉αλκδϕφλ〉ακδϕφ

(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Fax)
ειειερινποιποκμα〉δλ:

(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Address)

αδλφκϕα〉λκϕδ〉: YYYYY

ασδφκλκϕμκολκδ〉φλκαϕ〉φ:

(A1)UPOV 1(a)(Name) α〉δφφϕλ〉λ〉ακ: XXXXX

〉αλκδϕα〉λκδφνφακλ〉αφα
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TC/CAJ  April 2009
PROPOSAL 2:  Use of information provided in an electronic version of the 

UPOV Model Application Form (and possibly the UPOV Model TQ or 
UPOV Test Guidelines TQ)

1 - The applicant would use the UPOV Model Application Form, and 
possibly the UPOV Model TQ or UPOV Test Guidelines TQ, to provide 
information to an authority as a part of an application for plant breeder’s 
right.  

2 - It would be a matter for each authority to decide if it could accept such 
information as a part of the application and, if appropriate, the procedure to 
be followed

LANGUAGE 1
LANGUAGE 2

LANGUAGE 3

FORM   A 1

FORM   A 2
FORM   B 1

FORM   B 2

Authority     A

LANGUAGE 4

Authority     B

TC/CAJ  April 2009
PROPOSAL 2:  Use of information provided in an electronic version of the 

UPOV Model Application Form (and possibly the UPOV Model TQ or 
UPOV Test Guidelines TQ)
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TC/CAJ  April 2009
PROPOSAL 1:  Standardized reference by authorities to the UPOV Model 

Application Form, UPOV Model TQ and/or UPOV Test Guidelines TQ

The Office of the Union should 

1 - prepare a set of detailed references for the “UPOV Model 
Form for the Application for Plant Breeders’ Rights” for 
consideration 

2- provide information on the resource implications of Proposals 
1 and 2

EXERCISE

PROPOSAL 2:  Use of information provided in an electronic version of the 
UPOV Model Application Form (and possibly the UPOV 
Model TQ or UPOV Test Guidelines TQ)

PROPOSAL 1:  Standardized reference by authorities to the UPOV Model 
Application Form, UPOV Model TQ and/or UPOV Test 
Guidelines TQ
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7.7. THE UPOV WEBSITETHE UPOV WEBSITE

UPOV WebsiteUPOV Website
http://www.upov.int

(e-mail:  upov.mail@upov.int)  
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8.8. AGENDA AGENDA 
for the for the 

TWP SessionTWP Session



33

9.9. FEEDBACKFEEDBACK

THANK YOU


