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 At the twenty-seventh session of the Technical Working Party for Computers and 
Automation Systems (TWC), under agenda item “Electronic application systems”, the TWC 
received the following presentations: 
 

Brazil:  Experience on the Development of Electronic Application Forms 
 
European Community:  Online Application Project 

 
A copy of those presentations are provided in Annex I and Annex II to this document 

respectively. 
 
 
 

[Annexes follow] 
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ANNEX I 

 

EXPERIENCE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF
ELECTRONIC APPLICATION FORMS

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply
BRAZIL

Fabricio Santana Santos
Federal Inspector

National Plant Variety Protection Service/SNPC

 
 

 

 

MULTI-STAKEHOLDER SYSTEM 

SNPC
National Register

List

CLIENT
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Lodge of Application

Request of additional 
information

Information Analysis
Electronic Distinctness

Publication of the application
Grant of the Provisional 

Certificate

Database / DNA /
Distinctness trials

Publication of the protection and 
issue of the P.B.R. Certificate

Publication of the decision on 
granting the rights

60 days
APPLICATION
PROCESS
FLUXOGRAM

Complete Incomplete

60 days

90 days

60 days

no deadline

 
 

 

 

CRITICAL ACTIVITIES RELATED PROBLEMS

Data base feeding with supplied 
information:

Variety Registry
Variety Description

Entry mistakes

Additional information requests Follow-up difficulties

Process analysis information retrieval Time consuming for applicants and for PVP 
analysis officers in order to inform 
application process status

Publication notice Receipt confirm

Tax payment Difficult to control
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EXPECTED BENEFITS 
INTERNAL ORGANIZATION CLIENT

Quick data application retrieval 
Document physical preservation
Improved deadline control
Internal document follow up control
Save time spent with administrative 

tasks, such as home page feeding, 
correspondence expedition and 
control

Flexible report issuance
Remote data base access and 

application analysis

Fill out the form with self database 
with data of criteria pre-established 
Reducing the number of exigence 
letters 
Follow up
Issue of interactive reports 
Access to the documents, processes 
and information by internet

DOCUMENT & INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT 
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DEVELOPMENT  STEPS 
1.  Application Form (Protection and Commercial Register)

2.  Develop the electronic Technical Report with:

Variety description
Report on DUS
Information on origin (genealogy) and breeding history of the 

variety
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ACQUIRED BENEFITS

Decrease the number of letters of exigences
Transparency on following up the applications
Facilitate the applications analisys
Allows access to the variety information to examiners and 
inspectors from their own state offices
Improve the organization and control under the generated 
forward and received documents

 
 

 

 

PROBLEM

Current Federal Legislation still doesn´t 
allow the use of electronic signature for this 
purpose the forms must be printed out, 
signed and sent by mail;

Besides there is no paper saving, all the 
information concerning the application is 
entered by the applicant direct on our 
database.
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SNPCSNPC

WebsiteWebsite
www.agricultura.gov.brwww.agricultura.gov.br

serviserviçços > cultivares > proteos > cultivares > proteççãoão

PhonesPhones
(55) 61  3218 2915 / 3218 2549(55) 61  3218 2915 / 3218 2549

EE--mailmail
snpc@agricultura.gov.brsnpc@agricultura.gov.br

fabricio.santos@agricultura.gov.brfabricio.santos@agricultura.gov.br
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ANNEX II 
 

 

 

Online application project

TWC, Twenty-Seventh Session
Alexandria, Virginia, United States of America

June 16 to 19, 2009

Presentation made by

Jean Maison, Community Plant Variety Office

1

 
 

 

 

• Exploration of the possibility of development of a 

harmonized system in the EU

• Main issues considered in the study phase

• The development

Online application project
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The current application procedureThe current application procedure

CLIENT CPVO

Register
Archives

Internal database

Manual input

Manual input

50 pages
help
notice !

50 pages
help
notice !

Paper acknowledgment 
of receipt. Missing 

information or payment 
in 50% of cases

Scanning

 
 

 

 

CLIENT Office for 
National listing or 
PVR in the EU

The ideal situationThe ideal situation

Register

Archives

Internal Database

E-acknowledgement of receipt

Client is registered: 
forms are pre‐filled

Automated input: 
less errors

e-submission
Standard XML file
E signature
E-payment

Online help &
Automatic checks

Unique Form 
available in all 
EU languages 
for PVR and 
National Listing 
applications

Unique Form 
available in all 
EU languages 
for PVR and 
National Listing 
applications
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Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU

Request from breeders: one unique application 

form for Plant Variety Rights and National Listing 

Procedures

 
 

 

 

Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU

A group of experts of the EU group has been 

organized by CPVO in order to investigate on the 

feasibility of a harmonized system within the EU
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National Listing

Community PVP

National PVP

Common
Core
Data
Set

Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU

 
 

 

 

National Listing

Community 
PVP

National PVP

Common
Core
Data
Set

National Listing

Community 
PVP

National
PVP

Common
Core
Data
Set

Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU
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Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU

The CPVO has started to define a data 

dictionary, based on the UPOV forms and its 

internal needs

This proposal has been circulated in the expert 

group in order to define the core set of data

 
 

 

 

4 countries commented the data dictionary. It 

turns out that 90% of the question requested in 

the application form and the TQ are in common

Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU
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Many member states in the EU are interested in 

making use of the CPVO on line application 

system

Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU

 
 

 

 

However, constraints exist:

There is a great diversity in the internal 

databases at national level

The competence of the CPVO is limited to the 

Community system and it will not be in a 

position to adapt its software for the purpose of 

use of other systems

Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU
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However, constraints exist:

Each Authority would like to keep its identity in 

the layout of forms

Some countries have already developed an e-

application system

Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU

 
 

 

 

The current situation

The CPVO is developing a system adapted to 

its specific needs

This system will be made available to EU 

member states

The CPVO informs EU member states regularly 

about the developments of the project

Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU
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The current situation

During the development phase, technical 

options are chosen in order to make the system 

easily available, e.g.: 
Web based system, fully developed by Office on 

the basis of freely available software

The system will operate on the basis of the 

exchange of xml files

Possibilities for a harmonized system Possibilities for a harmonized system 
within the EUwithin the EU

 
 

 

 

• Exploration of the possibility of development of a 

harmonized system in the EU

• Main issues considered in the study phase

• The development

Online application project
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Customer requests:
Forms that can be pre-filled with their own data 

→ Address, contact persons

Forms filled in by several persons and that can be 
exchanged before submission

→ Forms in the course of being filled in available to 
anyone with a login and password

Forms that can be re-used

→ Same data in case of a series of applications

The main issues considered in the The main issues considered in the 
study phasestudy phase

 
 

 

 

IT requirements:

Link to our Information System

Easy management of forms versioning (forms 
generated each time from a database of questions)

Security (users identification)

Integration in our e-documents management system

Possibility to evolve towards data exchanges via web 
services

The main issues considered in the The main issues considered in the 
study phasestudy phase
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Office requirements :
Automatic recording of data to the internal database: 
interface to be developed

Assistance in the reception procedure with automatic
checks and information brought more efficiently to the 
knowledge of applicants (e.g. pictures in TQ)

Information/warning system for applicants when they fill 
in their application forms (e.g. missing data, lack of 
consistency …)

The main issues considered in the The main issues considered in the 
study phasestudy phase

 
 

 

 

Legal requirements :
Acceptation of electronic signature in communications 
with applicants

→ Modification of our proceedings regulation

The main issues considered in the The main issues considered in the 
study phasestudy phase
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• Exploration of the possibility of development of a 

harmonized system in the EU

• Main issues considered in the study phase

• The development

Online application project

 
 

 

 

CPVO forms have been redesigned in order to 
stick to the latest UPOV standards
Technical questionnaires are being entered in a 
database from where forms will be generated
A system of electronic signature has been put in 
place:

The identification of the applicant will take place with 
the access to the forms with a login and password

The developmentThe development
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The IT development takes place on the basis of 
web forms
A testing phase with a few selected clients will take 
place in the autumn 2009
The system should be in place at the end of the 
year/beginning of 2010

The developmentThe development

 
 

 

 

Thanks for your attention
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[End of Annex II and of document] 


