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Description of varieties in 
different UPOV countries

Prepared by experts 
from France with data 
provided on barley via
J Guiard and
G  Deneken



A set of varieties has been described by 13 
countries in the year 2003 
Notes have been summarised in one Word 
file per variety





All data have been entered in an Access database
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Coloured bars in a country are the different characters



The 28 varieties are not compared, they are distinct
Only the descriptions of the same variety coming from different
countries are compared
A couple (comparison) = comparing 2 descriptions on a given
variety

Aim: Compare the description of the same variety
in the different countries



From 2 to 29 common characters (from 29 in the list)

Number of characteristics in common by couple of description
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No description is identical in any
couple of countries for any variety

Data have been entered in GAIA software and the
descriptions from different countries compared

A difference on a characteristic is
weighted 1

• all countries all characters

• all countries (*) characters

• DE DK FR (*) characters

A difference on a characteristic is
weighted 1 if the notes differ from 2 
(unless 2 notes 1-9 or 1-2)

• all countries all characters



A difference on a characteristic is weighted 1
all countries all characters



A difference on a characteristic is weighted 1
all countries (*) characters



A difference on a characteristic is weighted 1
DE DK FR    (*) characters



A difference on a characteristic is weighted
1 if the notes differ from 2 
(unless 2 ie notes 1-9 or 1-2)

0 = no coincidence of characters, 
or only 1 common character



Example of useful comparison

11 characters in common, 8 <>, 3 =



Example where no comparison is possible



Variability is different on different varieties, 
and also differs from character to character



Often 3 to 5 notes within the range are found for a 
given variety (Characters on 1-9 scale)

number of notes used per variety on a character (1-9 scale)
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Some notes are unexpected



Some notes are unexpected



We are very far from equivalent
descriptions in different countries, even
when a difference of 2 notes is used

With a specific exercise, the data set was
expected to be good , the study suggest
some improvements can be achieved


