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1. DUS testing entails comparing candidate varieties against varieties of common knowledge represented 
in the variety collection. As the collection grows, managing it becomes increasingly difficult: identifying relevant 
varieties requires comparing many descriptions; test guidelines updates complicate the use of prior data; 
metadata must be kept current across multiple sources; and collaboration depends on proven workflows and 
disciplined maintenance.  
 
2. Kora addresses these limitations. It is a free and open source software for plant variety data 
management and exploration. It supports metadata, characterization data, reproductive material management, 
and field and environmental data. It provides structured filtering, aggregation, and integration with third party 
software.  
 
3. The software is currently in the final stage of testing for public release. Current development includes 
custom passport descriptors, image support, field books, and basic crop modelling capabilities. This ongoing 
work reinforces Kora as a structured, scalable, and extensible framework for the management of variety 
collections.  
 
4. The annex to this document contains a presentation “Digital management of the variety collection with 
Kora”, to be made by an expert from Italy, at the fifty-fifth session of the TWA. 
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