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	The Technical Working Party for Agricultural Crops (TWA) held its fifty-fifth session in Seoul, Republic of Korea, from June 15 to 18, 2026.  

	The session was opened by Mr. Ľubomír Bašta (Slovakia), Chair of the TWA, who welcomed the participants.

	The TWA was welcomed by Mr. Yang Joopil, Director General, Korea Seed & Variety Service (KSVS), who welcomed participants.  A copy of the speech is provided as Annex I to this document.

	The TWA received a presentation on the Plant Variety Protection System in the Republic of Korea by Mr. Cho Yong-Hyun, Senior Researcher, KSVS, as provided in Annex II to this document.


Adoption of the agenda

	The TWA adopted the agenda as provided in document TWA/55/1 Rev.


Development of guidance and information materials

	The TWA considered documents TWP/10/1 and TWA/55/9.


[bookmark: _Toc227355058]Revision of document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”: Number of growing cycles and concluding examination

	The TWA considered the proposed amendments to document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”, to amend the universal standard wording for “number of growing cycles” and to when the testing of a variety may be concluded, as set out in document TWP/10/1, paragraphs 12 to 14.

	The TWA agreed that the word “minimum” in relation to the duration of tests should be retained to ensure a clear understanding of the harmonized approach provided in Test Guidelines.  The TWA agreed that the word “generally” in the same sentence would ensure sufficient flexibility for authorities to address particular cases.

	The TWA agreed that the standard wording should amend to read as follows:

[bookmark: _Toc27819132][bookmark: _Toc27819313][bookmark: _Toc27819494][bookmark: _Toc214630694]“(a)	Single growing cycle:

“The minimum duration of tests should normally generally be a single growing cycle. The testing of a variety may be concluded when the competent authority can determine with certainty the outcome of the test”

[bookmark: _Toc27819133][bookmark: _Toc27819314][bookmark: _Toc27819495][bookmark: _Toc214630695]“(b)	Two independent growing cycles:

“The minimum duration of tests should normally generally be two independent growing cycles. The testing of a variety may be concluded when the competent authority can determine with certainty the outcome of the test”


Procedures for DUS examination

	The TWA received a presentation on “Cannabis L. Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO) Test Protocol (TP)” by an expert from the European Union, as provided in document TWA/55/7.

	The TWA noted that the test guidelines of the European Union had been amended to ensure consistency with terminology used in the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, as amended in 1972.


Measures to improve support provided for DUS examination

	The TWA considered document TWP/10/3.


[bookmark: _Toc209823715][bookmark: _Toc227577302]Procedure for discussing matters relevant for drafting national test guidelines at Technical Working Parties

	The TWA noted that UPOV members had been invited to present characteristics, approaches or challenges for DUS examination relevant for drafting national test guidelines, as set out in document TWP/10/3, paragraph 10.

	The TWA noted that no presentations had been proposed for discussion under this agenda item.  The TWA agreed to invite UPOV members to propose presentations about national test guidelines which they would wish to discuss with the TWA. 


[bookmark: _Toc189230184][bookmark: _Toc193288252][bookmark: _Toc209823716][bookmark: _Toc227577304]Possible measures on Test Guidelines (TG) and online tool for drafting Test Guidelines

[bookmark: _Toc193288253][bookmark: _Toc227577305]Subgroup on Test Guidelines

	The TWA considered the options for improving the Test Guidelines and the web-based TG template, as set out in document TWP/10/3, paragraph 15, and agreed as follows:
	
	Proposals
	TWA

	(a) 
	It is recommended that consideration is given to the need to review the standard wording of the Test Guidelines
	- Agree to invite TWA experts to make proposals of standard wording in Test Guidelines to be revised, which should be considered in the context of revisions to the standard wording in document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”


	(b) 
	It is recommended that the format of the Test Guidelines should be revised to take advantage of the opportunities for interactive viewing when accessed electronically:
(i) Active links to UPOV Guidance
(ii) Pop-ups and hints 
(iii) Zoom
(iv) Video explanations
	- Interactive content would be welcome in case additional resources would be made available for their development.
- Additional Information available in UPOV members, such as calibration manuals, should be presented to the TWPs and assessed for coherence with UPOV guidance prior to considering their inclusion in Test Guidelines 


	(c) 
	It is recommended that consideration be given to the layout of the Test Guidelines to bring the additional information and diagrams closer to (or within) the table of contents.
	- not a priority for the TWA

	(d) 
	It is recommended that additional information provided in a Test Guidelines (for example details of a molecular technique or a laboratory test) should have a harmonized template across all guidelines.
	- the TWA recalled the existence of harmonized templates for disease resistance characteristics and molecular marker techniques.
- the templates include data fields with contact details for additional information, reference materials and / or the publication with markers of methodologies used.


	(e) 
	It is recommended that the format and layout of the Test Guidelines is such that it can be translated using automated electronic methods.
	- The table of characteristics in Excel format would be useful for some authorities to translate the Test Guidelines

	(f) 
	It is recommended that the removal of the four UPOV languages from the table of characteristics be considered
	- TWA agreed that the table of characteristics with the four UPOV languages was useful to enable checking the translation of terminology used and should remain available.


	(g) 
	It is recommended that consideration be given to the process of revising Test Guidelines, in particular to partial updates that affect only one part of the document, for example the technical questionnaire or single characteristics
	- The TWA agreed it was important to identify changes introduced in different  draft versions of Test Guidelines being revised. 
- The scope of partial revisions should be mentioned in the draft version of the Test Guidelines to be revised to facilitate the analysis of any changes introduced. 


	(h) 
	It is recommended that consideration be given to producing the technical questionnaires in a document separate to the Test Guidelines.  It is important that the technical questionnaire be reviewed along with a revision of the Test Guidelines. However, it is not considered necessary for the Test Guidelines to be reviewed along with a revision of the Technical Questionnaire
	- Separating the technical questionnaire from the Test Guidelines is not a priority. 
- UPOV technical questionnaires provide the basis for international harmonization and could be further expanded by UPOV members, in case required.



[bookmark: _Toc209823718][bookmark: _Toc227577308]The Web-based Test Guidelines Template (TG Template)

[bookmark: _Toc209823722][bookmark: _Toc227577309]Access for Interested Experts

	The TWA considered whether to develop criteria for granting access to Interested Experts to the TG  template, as set out in document TWP/10/3, paragraph 19.

	The TWA agreed it was important for UPOV members and observers to coordinate the comments on draft Test Guidelines to be provided using the web-based TG Template.  The TWA agreed that the contact person for the TWA should be in charge of introducing comments to the web-based TG Template, or designate another person to act on their behalf.


[bookmark: _Toc227577310]Drafting of partial revisions using the web-based TG Template

	The TWA considered the use of the web-based TG Template for partial revisions, as set out in document TWP/10/3, paragraph 22.

	The TWA noted that the use of the TG Template for partial revisions could require the inclusion of standard wording used since the adoption of document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”, in 2008.  The TWA agreed to use the web-based TG Template for partial revisions on the basis that the scope of revision was clearly indicated and information to be checked was easily identified in the documents.


Technical Questionnaire, section 4.2: “Method of propagating the variety” 

	The TWA considered document TWP/10/5.

	The TWA agreed the options for information on methods of propagating the variety to be provided in Technical Questionnaires for the following crops, as provided in Annex III to this report:  
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	 Document
	 

	TG/4
	Ryegrass

	TG/6
	Lucerne

	TG/39
	Tall Fescue

	TG/66
	Lupins

	TG/67
	Red Fescue

	TG/144
	Evening Primrose

	TG/178
	Fodder Radish

	TG/180
	Rescue Grass

	TG/227
	Hop

	TG/228
	Medics

	TG/248
	Common Millet

	TG/249
	Coffee





Variety description databases 

	The TWA received a presentation on “Digital management of the variety collection with Kora” from an expert from Italy, as provided in document TWA/55/6.
  
	The TWA noted that the software Kora would be suitable for UPOV members that would wish to automate the management of variety collections.  The TWA noted that calculations such as phenotypic distances would require the use of additional software, such as GAIA.

	The TWA noted that the software Kora would be released the next months and made available free of charge.  The TWA noted that Kora would be released as an open source software and that UPOV members were invited to contact Italy for collaboration of further development and maintenance.


Image analysis and new technologies in DUS examination

	The TWA received a presentation on “Development of image analysis method for DUS testing of maize varieties” from an expert from China, as provided in document TWA/55/5 Rev.

	The TWA noted the levels of accuracy achieved on the assessment of different characteristics using high-throughput phenotyping and noted the plans to continue developing the methodology.  The TWA discussed possibilities to scale up the methodology and the level of investment required.  

	The TWA noted that the methodology included the acquisition of images in open field conditions.  The TWA discussed the challenges to standardize the assessment of color under different lighting conditions, including the use of a color calibration ruler for that purpose.

	The TWA agreed to invite China to report further developments at its fifty-sixth session.


Molecular techniques in DUS examination

	The TWA considered document TWP/10/4.

[bookmark: _Toc228293031]Confidentiality and ownership of molecular information

	The TWA noted that the “Policy on the status of plant material submitted for DUS testing purposes” reported by the European Union would be included in a revision of document TGP/5, Section 11 “Examples of Policies and Contracts for Material Submitted by the Breeder”, to be put forward for adoption by the Council in October 2026.

	The TWA noted the request from the Technical Committee that future discussions on confidentiality and ownership of molecular information should be organized based on concrete cases and specific situations.

	The TWA noted the request from the TC that future discussions on the use of molecular information should focus on cooperation, such as the joint development of molecular markers, selection of molecular markers for variety identification and the management of variety collections.


[bookmark: _Toc228293036]Cooperation between international organizations

[bookmark: _Toc228293038]Harmonizing terms, definitions and methods between UPOV, OECD and ISTA

	The TWA noted that the leading expert from France had provided a report had been provided in 2026 to the Technical Working Party on Testing Methods and Techniques (TWM) on the terminology on molecular markers used at UPOV, OECD and ISTA, level of convergence and possible need for harmonization.  The TWA noted that further developments would be reported to the TWM, at its fifth session.

[bookmark: _Toc228293039]Updating the list of molecular markers used per crop

	The TWA noted the results of survey on the use of molecular markers, as set out in document TWP/10/4 and received a presentation from an expert from the Netherlands (Kingdom of the), as provided in document TWP/10/4 Add.

	The TWA noted that the results of the survey had been provided as an excel file available for download from the TWA/55 webpage of the UPOV website, along with document TWA/55/4.  

[bookmark: _Toc228293044]Information on the use of molecular techniques in each organization: possible joint meeting

	The TWA noted that a joint workshop with UPOV, OECD and ISTA had been organized during the fourth session of the TWM, held in Cambridge, United Kingdom, from June 2 to 5, 2026.

[bookmark: _Toc228293040]Common sets of molecular markers for variety identification

	The TWA noted discussions on the possible establishment of common sets of molecular markers for variety identification, in collaboration with OECD and ISTA, as provided in document TWP/10/4.  The TWA noted that UPOV members had been invited to analyze and validate the molecular marker sets presented during the TWM/4 and report results in 2027.


Exploring the potential use of UPOV model “Combining Phenotypic and Molecular Distances in the Management of Variety Collections” for bread wheat in France

	The TWA received a presentation “Exploring the potential use of UPOV model combining phenotypic and molecular distances in the management of variety collections for bread wheat in France”, from an expert from France, as provided in document TWM/4/24-TWA/55/8.

	The TWA discussed the methodology to establish the thresholds for phenotypic and molecular distances to calculate the “distinctness plus” threshold described in document TGP/15 to reduce the size of trials.

	The TWA noted that pairs of varieties were assessed for distinctness on the basis of a “global assessment” during two visits to the trial at the main growth stages.  The TWA noted the global assessment did not evaluate individual characteristics and was performed by experts familiar with DUS examination, but not necessarily with the crop.   

	The TWA noted that the methodology described by France in document TGP/15 was currently being tested in Brazil for soybean.   


Molecular markers for DUS tests in Italy

	The TWA received a presentation on “Molecular markers for DUS tests in Italy”, from an expert from Italy, as provided in document TWA/55/10.

	The TWA agreed that the presentation provided a summary of challenges and opportunities to be considered when deciding whether to use molecular markers to support DUS examination.  The TWA noted the expression of interest of Brazil to collaborate on the development of molecular markers for rice varieties.


Experiences with New Types and Species

	No reports on experiences with new types and species were made during the fifty-fifth session of the TWA.


Experiences and notification of additional characteristics or states of expression

	The TWA considered document TWP/10/2.

[bookmark: _Toc227429525]Proposals for additional characteristics and states of expression

	The TWA considered the following additional characteristics notified, as set out in the Annex to document TWP/10/2:

(a) Test Guidelines for Red fescue, Sheep’s fescue, Hair fescue, Reliant hard fescue, Shade fescue, Pseudovina (document TG/67/5)
· Red fescue (Festuca rubra L.): Plant: natural height when plants are fully extended 

(b) Test Guidelines for Ryegrass (document TG/4/8)
· Lolium multiflorum L.: Plant: natural height when plants are fully extended
· Lolium perenne L.: Plant: growth habit in summer of year of sowing

(c) Test Guidelines for Wheat (document TG/3/12 Rev.)
· Production of pollen (male sterility)

	The TWA agreed that the additional characteristics should be posted on the “additional characteristics” page of the UPOV website and that it would not be necessary to initiate a partial revision of the Test Guidelines for their inclusion.


Ongoing European work on barley protocol

	The TWA received a presentation on “Ongoing European work on barley protocol”, by an expert from France, as provided in document TWA/55/4.

	The TWA noted the ring-test organized in France and agreed on their usefulness for training, information exchange and calibration of assessments.  

	The TWA discussed the challenges for distinctness in spring barley varieties, with reduced level of variation among varieties for characteristics in the Test Guidelines.  The TWA noted that new characteristics had been developed and were being used by France in the examination of spring barley varieties.  The TWA noted that France was considering whether to propose the revision of the Test Guidelines for Barley.


Discussions on draft Test Guidelines

	The TWA discussed the following draft Test Guidelines, presented by the relevant Leading Expert:

Full draft Test Guidelines

	Species
	Basic Document
	Leading Expert(s)

	*Fodder Beet (Beta vulgaris Fodder Beet Group) (Revision)
	TG/150/4(proj.3)
	Ms. Anne-Lise Corbel (FR) 

	*Grain Amaranth (Amaranthus L.) (Revision)
	TG/247/2(proj.2)
	Mr. Ľubomir Basta (SK)

	*Mung Bean (Vigna radiata (L.) R. Wilczek)
	TG/VIGNA_RAD
(proj.3)
	Ms. Lixia Wang on behalf of Mr. Xiongfei Jiao (CN)

	*Sugarcane (Saccharum L.) (Revision)
	TG/186/2(proj.6)
	Mr. Ali Bhatti (AU)

	White Clover (Trifolium repens L.)
	TG/38/7
	Mr. Alex Talibudeen on behalf of Ms. Margaret Wallace (GB)


Partial revisions

	Species
	Basic Document
	Leading Expert(s)

	Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas (L.) Lam.)
- Adding a new characteristic “Leaf blade: anthocyanin coloration of nectary”
-  Adding a new shape to “Storage root: shape”
- Adding new colors to “Storage root: main color of flesh”
- Revision of example variety for char. 23
	TG/258/1, TWV/55/3
	Mr. Toru Watanabe (JP)



	The TWA noted that the changes agreed during discussions on draft Test Guidelines had been recorded in the TG Template and that drafts presenting the changes in “revision-mode” had been made available on the TWA/55 webpage (see: https://www.upov.int/en/about-upov/events/details?meeting-id=90354).


Recommendations on draft Test Guidelines

(a)	Test Guidelines to be put forward for adoption by the Technical Committee

	The TWA agreed that the following draft Test Guidelines should be submitted to the TC for adoption at its sixty-second session, to be held in Geneva on October 19 and 20, 2026, on the basis of the following documents and the agreed changes presented in the drafts available on the TWA/55 webpage (see: https://www.upov.int/en/about-upov/events/details?meeting-id=90354).

Full draft Test Guidelines

	Subject
	Basic Document(s) (2026)

	*Fodder Beet (Beta vulgaris L. Fodder Beet Group) (Revision)
	TG/150/4(proj.4)

	*Grain Amaranth (Amaranthus L.) (Revision)
	TG/247/2(proj.3)

	*Mung Bean (Vigna radiata (L.) R. Wilczek)
	TG/VIGNA_RAD(proj.4)

	*Sugarcane (Saccharum L.) (Revision)
	TG/186/2(proj.7)

	White Mustard (Sinapis alba L.) (Revision)
	TG/179/4(proj.1)



Partial revision

	Subject
	Basic Document(s) (2026)

	Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas (L.) Lam.)
- Adding a new characteristic “Leaf blade: anthocyanin coloration of nectary”
-  Adding a new shape to “Storage root: shape”
- Adding new colors to “Storage root: main color of flesh”
- Revision of example variety for char. 23
	TG/258/1, TWA/55/3



(b)	Test Guidelines to be discussed at the fifty-sixth session

	The TWA agreed to discuss the following draft Test Guidelines at its fifty-sixth session:

Full draft Test Guidelines

	Subject
	Basic Document(s) (2026)

	Barley (Hordeum vulgare L.) (Revision)
	TG/19/11 Corr.

	Fodder Radish (Raphanus sativus L. var. oleiformis Pers.) (Revision)
	TG/178/3

	Tall Fescue, Meadow Fescue (Festuca pratensis Huds. / Festuca arundinacea Schreb.) Revision
	TG/39/8

	Turnip Rape (Brassica rapa L. var. silvestris (Lam.) Briggs.) (Revision)
	TG/185/3

	*White Clover (Trifolium repens L.) (Revision)
	TG/38/8(proj.1)



Partial revisions

	Subject
	Basic Document(s) (2026)

	Cannabis, Hemp (Cannabis sativa L.) 
	TG/276/2



	The leading experts, interested experts and timetables for the development of the Test Guidelines are set out in Annex V to this report.

(c) 	Test Guidelines for possible future discussions

	The TWA agreed that it should consider the development of Test Guidelines for the following at a future session:

	Subject
	Basic Document(s) (2026)

	Common Millet (Panicum miliaceum L.) (Revision)
	TG/248/1 

	Couch Grass, Bermuda Grass (Cynodon Rich.)
	New



(d)	Participation in discussions of Test Guidelines from other TWPs

	The TWA agreed to propose that the following experts be added as interested experts to the following draft Test Guidelines being discussed by the Technical Working Party for Vegetable Crops (TWV), subject to the deadlines agreed in the report of the sixtieth session of the TWV:

	Subject
	Interested experts (countries/organizations) [footnoteRef:2] [2:  for name of experts, see list of participants] 


	Vegetable Marrow, Squash (Cucurbita pepo L.) (Revision)
	QZ, ARIPO, CLI, Euroseeds, ISF




Matters for information

Reports on developments in plant variety protection from members and observers

	The TWA noted the information on developments in plant variety protection from members and observers provided in document TWA/55/2 Prov.  The TWA noted that further reports submitted to the Office of the Union until June 18, 2026, would be included in the final version of document TWA/55/2.

Reports on developments in UPOV

	The TWA noted the following matters for information, as set out in document TWP/10/6: 

1. [bookmark: _Toc228478922]UPOV genera and species database (GENIE database)

The TWA noted that UPOV members at the TWPs were invited to check the information on the new UPOV codes added to the GENIE database and the amendments to existing UPOV codes, as set out in the Annexes to document TWP/10/6.

1. [bookmark: _Toc228478929]PLUTO database
1. [bookmark: _Toc228478930]TWP workshops and webinars
1. [bookmark: _Toc228478931]Discussion on “New technologies in DUS examination”
1. [bookmark: _Toc479752533][bookmark: _Toc81228951][bookmark: _Toc209447772][bookmark: _Toc228478932]Corrections to Test Guidelines
1. [bookmark: _Toc228478919]UPOV e‑PVP DUS Report Exchange Module

	The TWA noted that UPOV members were invited to use the new “UPOV e‑PVP DUS Report Exchange Module” to facilitate cooperation in variety examination.  The TWA noted that the requirement for using the Module was for the representative to the Council to acknowledge its terms of use.


Date and place of the next session

	At the invitation of Ghana, the TWA agreed to hold its fifty-sixth session in Accra, from June 21 to 24, 2027. 


Chair 

	The TWA agreed to propose to the TC that it recommend to the Council to elect Ms. Anne-Lise Corbel (France) as the next Chair of the TWA.


Future program

	The TWA agreed that documents for its fifty-fifth session should be submitted to the Office of the Union by May 7, 2027. The TWA noted that items would be deleted from the agenda if the planned documents did not reach the Office of the Union by the agreed deadline.

	The TWA proposed to discuss the following items at its next session:

1. Opening of the session
2. Adoption of the agenda
3. Development of guidance and information materials (document to be prepared by the Office)
4. Procedures for DUS examination (presentations invited)
5. Variety description databases (presentations invited)
6. Image analysis and new technologies in DUS examination (presentations invited)
7. Molecular techniques in DUS examination (presentations invited)
8. Experiences with new types and species (oral reports invited)
9. Notification of additional characteristics or states of expression (reports invited)
10. Support for drafting national test guidelines (presentations invited on characteristics, approaches or challenges for national test guidelines) 
11. Measures to improve support provided for DUS examination
12. Discussion on draft Test Guidelines (Subgroups)
13. Recommendations on draft Test Guidelines
14. Date and place of the next session
15. Future program
16. Adoption of the report on the session (if time permits)
Matters for information
17. Reports from members and observers (written reports to be prepared by UPOV members and observers)
18. 	Report on developments in UPOV (general developments, including variety denominations, information databases, exchange and use of software and equipment)
19. Closing of the session

Visit

	On Wednesday, June 17, 2026, the TWA visited the Central Northern Crop Research Center, National Institute of Crop Science (NICS), Rural Development Administration (RDA), in Suwon, where the TWA was welcomed by Mr. Jung-Pil Seo, Director, and Mr. Eokkeun Ahn, Rice Breeder.  The TWA received information on the following breeding programs:

- Maize: Mr. Hwan Hee Bae
- Rice: Mr. Woong Jo Hyun
- Oat and triticale: Ms. Sujeong Kim
- Introduction to tongil rice: Ms. Mijin Chae

	The TWA also visited the National Agricultural Museum of Korea in Suwon, where the TWA was welcomed by Mr. Lim SungKyu, Chief of Communications and Partnerships Office.

	In the afternoon, the TWA visited the Suracheong Rice Processing Complex in Hwaseong, where the TWA was welcomed by Mr. Kyung-Goo, CEO, and Mr. Song Seol Lee, Head of Management Division, who provided the TWA with information on the activities of the Suracheong Rice Processing Complex.  The TWA received a presentation from Mr. Kim Eungbon, Executive Advisor of the SEEDPIA breeding company and further information on the rice varieties bred by SEEDPIA by Mr. Cho Yoo-Hyun, President and Breeder at SEEDPIA.  A copy of the presentation is provided in Annex IV to this report.



[Annexes follow]
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TECHNICAL QUESTIONNAIRE, SECTION 4.2: “METHOD OF PROPAGATING THE VARIETY”

	004
	Ryegrass
	Ray-grass
	Weidelgras
	Raygrás
	Lolium perenne L.; Lolium multiflorum Lam. ssp. italicum (A. Br.) Volkart; Lolium multiflorum Lam. var. westerwoldicum Wittm; Lolium boucheanum Kunth; Lolium rigidum Gaudin.



[bookmark: _Hlk153875799]4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety
   
Seed-propagated varieties
Cross-pollination
population
synthetic variety
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  


	[bookmark: _Hlk153875937]CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	006
	Lucerne
	Luzerne
	Luzerne
	Alfalfa
	Medicago sativa L., Medicago X varia Martyn



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety   

Seed-propagated varieties
Cross-pollination
population
synthetic variety
 Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  


	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	039
	Tall Fescue
	Fétuque des prés, Fétuque élevée
	Wiesen-, Rohrschwingel
	Festuca pratense, Festuca alta
	Festuca pratensis Huds. / Festuca arundinacea Schreb.



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety   

Seed-propagated varieties
Cross-pollination
population
synthetic variety
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  





	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	066
	Lupins
	Lupins
	Lupinen
	Altramuz
	Lupinus albus L., L. angustifolius L., L. luteus L.



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety
   
Seed-propagated varieties
Self-pollination
Cross-pollination
population
synthetic variety
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  



	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	067
	Red Fescue, Sheep's Fescue, Hair Fescue, Reliant Hard Fescue, Shade Fescue, Pseudovina
	Fétuque rouge; Fétuque ovine, Fétuque des moutons; Fétuque à feuilles fines; Fétuque à feuilles scabres, Fétuque durette, Fétuque à feuilles rudes; Fétuque hétérophylle; Fétuque pseudovine
	Rotschwingel; Schafschwingel; Feinblättriger Schwingel, Haar-Schaf-Schwingel; Härtlicher Schwingel; Borstenschwingel, Verschiedenblättriger Schwingel
	Cañuela Roja, Festuca Roja; Cañuela de Oveja, Cañuela Ovina, Festuca Ovina
	Festuca rubra L.; Festuca ovina L.; Festuca filiformis Pourr.; Festuca brevipila R. Tracey; Festuca heterophylla Lam.; Festuca pseudovina Hack. ex Wiesb.



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety
   
Seed-propagated varieties
Cross-pollination
population
synthetic variety
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  




	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	144
	Evening Primrose
	Onagre
	Nachtkerze
	Onagra
	Oenothera L.



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety

Seed propagation
	Cross-pollination
Other (please specify):  

Vegetatively propagated varieties
Cuttings
in vitro propagation
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  


	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	178
	Fodder Radish
	Radis oléifère
	Ölrettich
	Rábano oleaginoso
	Raphanus sativus L. var. oleiformis Pers.



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety   

Seed-propagated varieties
Cross-pollination
population
synthetic variety
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  


	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	180
	Rescue Grass, Alaska Brome-grass, Bromus Auleticus
	Brome cathartique, Brome sitchensis, Bromus auleticus
	Horntrespe, Alaska-Trespe, Bromus Auleticus
	Triguillo
	Bromus catharticus Vahl., Bromus sitchensis Trin., Bromus auleticus Trin.



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety
   
Seed-propagated varieties
Self-pollination
Cross-pollination
population
synthetic variety
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  




	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	227
	Hop
	Houblon
	Hopfen
	Lúpulo
	Humulus lupulus L.



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety

Vegetatively propagated varieties
	  Cuttings
Budding or grafting
Rhizomes
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  


	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	228
	Medics
	Luzernes annuelles
	Medicago L. (ohne M. sativa L.)
	Medicago L. (excl. M. sativa L.)
	Medicago L. (excl. M. sativa L.)



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety
   
Seed-propagated varieties
Self-pollination
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  


	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	248
	Common Millet
	Millet commun
	Rispenhirse
	Mijo común
	Panicum miliaceum L.



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety
   
Seed-propagated varieties
Self-pollination
Cross-pollination
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  




	CODE
	ENGLISH
	FRANÇAIS
	DEUTSCH
	ESPAÑOL
	LATIN

	249
	Coffee
	Caféier
	Kaffee
	Cafeto
	Coffea arabica L.; C. canephora Pierre ex A. Froehner; C. arabica x C. canephora hybrids



4.2 Method of propagating the variety
       Information on method of propagating the variety
   
Seed-propagated varieties
Self-pollination
Cross-pollination
Hybrid
 Single hybrid
 Three-way hybrid
 Double hybrid
 Male sterile hybrid
 Male fertile hybrid
Inbred line
Male sterile line
Male fertile line
Other (please specify):  

Vegetatively propagated varieties 
Cuttings
in vitro propagation  - Tissue Culture or micropropagation; Indirect Somatic Embryogenesis
Budding or grafting
Air layering
Other (please specify):  

Other (please specify):  
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ANNEX III


DRAFT TEST GUIDELINES TO BE SUBMITTED 
TO THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE IN 2026

All requested information to be submitted to the Office of the Union 

before July 31, 2026


Full draft Test Guidelines

	Species
	Basic Document(s)
	Leading expert

	*Fodder Beet (Beta vulgaris L. Fodder Beet Group) (Revision)
	TG/150/4(proj.4)
	Ms. Anne-Lise Corbel (FR) 

	*Grain Amaranth (Amaranthus L.) (Revision)
	TG/247/2(proj.3)
	Mr. Ľubomir Basta (SK)

	*Mung Bean (Vigna radiata (L.) R. Wilczek)
	TG/VIGNA_RAD
(proj.4)
	Mr. Xiongfei Jiao (CN)

	*Sugarcane (Saccharum L.) (Revision)
	TG/186/2(proj.7)
	Mr. Ali Bhatti (AU)

	White Mustard (Sinapis alba L.) (Revision)
	TG/179/4(proj.1)
	Ms. Beate Rücker (DE)




Partial revision

	Species
	Basic Document(s)
	Leading expert

	Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas (L.) Lam.)
- Adding a new characteristic “Leaf blade: anthocyanin coloration of nectary”
-  Adding a new shape to “Storage root: shape”
- Adding new colors to “Storage root: main color of flesh”
- Revision of example variety for char. 23
	TG/258/1, TWA/55/3
	Mr. Toru Watanabe (JP)






DRAFT TEST GUIDELINES TO BE DISCUSSED AT TWA/56
(* indicates possible final draft Test Guidelines)

Guideline date for Subgroup draft to be circulated by Leading Expert:  March 12, 2027
Guideline date for comments to Leading Expert by Subgroup:  April 9, 2027
 
New draft to be submitted to the Office of the Union
before May 7, 2027
The procedure for the introduction and revisions of Test Guidelines is provided in document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”, Section 2

Full draft Test Guidelines

	Species
	Basic Document
	Leading expert
	Interested experts (countries/organizations)[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  for name of experts, see list of participants] 


	Barley (Hordeum vulgare L.) (Revision)
	TG/19/11 Corr.
	Ms. Anne-Lise Corbel (FR)
	AR, AT, AU, CA, CZ, DE, DK, FI, GB, HU, IT, KR, JP, PL, NZ, QZ, TR, ZA, CropLife, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	Fodder Radish (Raphanus sativus L. var. oleiformis Pers.) (Revision)
	TG/178/3
	Ms. Beate Rücker (DE)
	CZ, FR, GB, IT, JP, NZ, PL, QZ, ZA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	Tall Fescue, Meadow Fescue (Festuca pratensis Huds. / Festuca arundinacea Schreb.) Revision
	TG/39/8
	Ms. Jacqueline Broadhead (NZ)
	AR, CA, CN, CZ, DE, FI, FR, GB, IT, JP, KR, NL, PL, QZ, SK, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	Turnip Rape (Brassica rapa L. var. silvestris (Lam.) Briggs.) (Revision)
	TG/185/3
	Ms. Anne-Lise Corbel (FR)
	DE, FI, GB, IT, JP, NZ, PL, QZ, ZA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	*White Clover (Trifolium repens L.) (Revision)
	TG/38/8(proj.1)
	Ms. Margaret Wallace (GB)
	AU, CA, CZ, DE, FR, IT, JP, KR, NL, NZ, PL, QZ, SK, ZA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office




Partial revisions

	Species
	Basic Document
	Leading Expert(s)
	Interested Experts 
(State / Organization)1

	Cannabis, Hemp (Cannabis sativa L.) 
	TG/276/2
	Mr. Peter Hendriks (NL)
	AR, AU, CA, DE, FR, HU, IT, JP, NZ, QZ, ZA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office




Draft Test Guidelines for possible future discussion

	Species
	 Basic Document(s)
	Possible Leading Expert

	Common Millet (Panicum miliaceum L.) (Revision)
	TG/248/1 
	AT

	Couch Grass, Bermuda Grass (Cynodon Rich.)
	New
	Mr. Andrew Hallinan (AU)





[End of Annex V and of document]
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