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Opening of the session

	The Technical Working Party for Agricultural Crops (TWA) held its fifty-third session, from May 27 to 30, 2024, via electronic means.  The list of participants is provided in Annex I to this report.

	The session was opened by Mr. Ľubomír Bašta (Slovakia), Chairperson of the TWA, who welcomed the participants.

	The TWA was welcomed by Ms. Yolanda Huerta, Vice Secretary-General of UPOV, via video message.


Adoption of the agenda

	The TWA adopted the agenda as provided in document TWA/53/1 Rev.


Development of guidance and information materials

	The TWA considered documents TWP/8/1 and TWA/53/6.

[bookmark: _Toc162975786](a)	Explanatory Notes

[bookmark: _Hlk162627592][bookmark: _Toc162975787]UPOV/EXN/DEN “Explanatory Notes on Variety Denominations under the UPOV Convention” (Revision)

[bookmark: _Toc162975788]New variety denomination classes for Prunus and situations when a denomination should be compared with other classes within a genus 

	The TWA considered situations when a denomination should be compared with denominations in other classes within a genus or the entire genus, as set out in document TWP/8/1, paragraph 11.

	The TWA agreed with the TWV and TWO that the situation described for Prunus would be applicable to denominations in other classes within a genus, i.e. denominations of interspecific hybrids should be different from those in the classes of all parent species; and denominations for varieties from one of the “Classes within a genus” should be different from denominations of interspecific hybrids with one parent in that class.

	The TWA agreed that applications filed with information on the genus only for the genera included in the list of “Classes within a genus” should be different from other denominations within that genus. 

[bookmark: _Toc144998023][bookmark: _Toc162975789](b)	TGP Documents 

[bookmark: _Toc162975790]TGP/5: Section 6 “UPOV Report on Technical Examination and UPOV Variety Description” (Revision)

[bookmark: _Toc162975792]Subsection “UPOV Variety Description”, item 16 “Similar varieties and differences from these varieties”

	The TWA considered the additional explanations proposed for inclusion under item 16 “Similar varieties and differences from these varieties” of the “UPOV Variety Description”, as set out in document TWP/8/1, paragraph 18.

	The TWA agreed with the TWO that item 16 “Similar varieties and differences from these varieties” should not be left unanswered in variety descriptions. 

	The TWA agreed that the first proposed additional explanation to item 16 should read: 

“A similar variety/varieties should be indicated. If no similar variety was identified, ‘none’ should be stated.”

	The TWA agreed that the second and third proposed additional explanations should not be included in the guidance.  The TWA agreed that the last proposed additional explanation and the last bullet point should be amended to read: 

“All characteristics where differences have been observed should be indicated.”

	The TWA noted that the “UPOV Report on Technical Examination” mentioned the “UPOV Variety Description” as its Annex.  The TWA agreed to propose revising the structure of document TGP/5, Section 6 to clarify that the “UPOV Variety Description” was an Annex to the “UPOV Report on Technical Examination” and item 18 “Explanatory Note to the Annex: UPOV Variety Description” was another separate section of the guidance. 

[bookmark: _Toc162975794]Subsection “UPOV Variety Description”, item 17 “Additional information”

	The TWA considered the additional explanations proposed for inclusion under item 17 “Additional Information” in the “UPOV Variety Description”, as set out in document TWP/8/1, paragraph 21.

	The TWA agreed that the examples provided along with “(a) Additional Data” were not appropriate and should not be included in the guidance.  

	The TWA considered the new proposed item “(d)” and agreed that it was not possible to support its inclusion before further clarification was provided on the situations when this information should be provided.

	The TWA agreed that further information to be exchanged between authorities in variety examination reports should be agreed bilaterally.

[bookmark: _Toc164155514][bookmark: _Hlk162632520]TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines” (Revision)

[bookmark: _Toc144998032][bookmark: _Toc164155515]Additional Standard Wording (ASW) 3 “Explanation of the growing cycle”

	The TWA considered a proposal to amend the standard wording of growing cycle for “fruit species with clearly defined dormant period” in document TGP/7, ASW 3(a), as set out in document TWP/8/1, paragraph 24.

	The TWA agreed with the proposal while noting it was not common situation in agricultural crops.

[bookmark: _Toc47696980][bookmark: _Toc144998033][bookmark: _Toc164155516]Additional Standard Wording (ASW) 7(b) “Number of plants / parts of plants to be examined”

	The TWA considered the proposal to amend document TGP/7, ASW 7(b), on the number of parts to be examined from single plants, as set out in document TWP/8/1, paragraph 28.

	The TWA agreed that it would not be appropriate to amend the additional standard wording ASW 7(b).  The TWA agreed that ASW 7(b) should provide a defined number of plant parts to be observed for all characteristics in the Test Guidelines.  The TWA agreed that in case different numbers of parts of plants should be observed for individual characteristics, they should be provided in Section 8 “Explanations on the Table of Characteristics”.

[bookmark: _Toc164155517]Guidance Note (GN) 28 “Example Varieties” – Example varieties for asterisked quantitative characteristics when illustrations are provided

	The TWA considered document TWA/53/8, presented by an expert from Germany.

	The TWA agreed with the TWV that Test Guidelines should have as much information as possible, including both example varieties and illustrations. 

	The TWA considered paragraphs 2.1 to 2.3 of the proposal and agreed to invite the drafter from Germany to provide further explanation on the criteria for decision or examples when illustrations could replace example varieties.  

[bookmark: _Toc144998034][bookmark: _Toc164155518]TGP/12: Guidance on Certain Physiological Characteristics

	The TWA agreed with the proposal to amend document TGP/12 “Guidance on Certain Physiological Characteristics” to include a table of equivalence of states of expression in Test Guidelines with terminology used in the vegetable seed sector, as set out in document TWP/8/1, paragraph 34.

	The TWA agreed with the proposal to add an explanation that the table could only be used in case of known equivalence between the states of expression according to the method described in the explanation of the characteristic in Section 8.2 of the Test Guidelines.

	The TWA agreed that guidance in document TGP/12 should clarify that the use of the table should be determined on a case-by-case basis and the terminology used in the vegetable sector would not represent a general equivalence of states of expression in Test Guidelines.  

[bookmark: _Toc164155519](c)	Access to plant material for the purpose of management of variety collections and DUS examination

	The TWA considered the proposed elements for inclusion in requests for the submission of plant material of candidate varieties and varieties of common knowledge for DUS examination, as set out in document TWP/8/1, paragraph 41.

	The TWA agreed with the TWO that there was no need for further guidance to be developed on this topic.


DUS tests: one site in two years versus two sites in one year

	The TWA received a presentation on “DUS tests: one site in two years versus two sites in one year” from an expert from Denmark.  A copy of the presentation is provided in document TWA/53/7.

	The TWA noted the comparison of results from variety examinations conducted in different locations with different agroclimatic zones during the same year and examinations conducted in the same location in different years.  The TWA noted that examinations conducted in similar agroclimatic conditions during the same year could generate results closer to those conducted in the same location in different years, when compared to examinations conducted in different agroclimatic conditions during the same year. 

	The TWA noted that the examination of varieties in different locations during the same year would benefit from calibration and harmonization of procedures among examiners.


Implementation of Purdy’s notation for pedigrees in UPOV PRISMA

	The TWA received a presentation from a representative of the International Seed Federation (ISF) on “Implementation of Purdy’s notation for pedigrees in UPOV PRISMA”, a copy of which is provided in document TWP/8/3.

	The TWA noted that the use of Purdy’s notation enabled providing parentage information for any crop in a standard format, avoiding the need to program individual application forms in online systems.  

	The TWA noted that there would be cost implications related to developing a wizard to guide applicants providing information using Purdy’s notation and converting the information to the format required by different authorities. 


Image analysis and new technologies in DUS examination 

	The TWA received a presentation on “UAV-Based Field Phenotyping in the United Kingdom Agricultural DUS testing” from an expert from the United Kingdom, a copy of which is provided in document TWA/53/3.

	The TWA noted the work reported and agreed to invite the expert from the United Kingdom to report developments at its fifty-fourth session.


Experiences with new types and species

	The TWA noted that no experiences with new types and species had been reported.


Developing new characteristics for Barley variety examination

	The TWA received a presentation on “Exploring new characteristics for Spring Barley variety examination” from an expert from the United Kingdom, a copy of which is provided in document TWA/53/5.

	The TWA noted the characteristics considered by the experts from the United Kingdom for potential use in DUS examination, which included 16 ear characteristics.  The TWA noted the reports from the Czech Republic and Slovakia on prior consideration of characteristics such as grain: wrinkling and grain: rachilla length, which were not used in routine examinations. 

	The TWA received a presentation on “Possible new characteristics for Spring Barley variety examination” from an expert from France, a copy of which is provided in document TWA/53/5 Add..

	The TWA noted the proposal of the following three additional characteristics for barley: 
· Leaf: width (growth stage 25-29); 
· Awn: length of smooth part of median nerve; 
· Grain: spiculation of outer lateral nerves of dorsal side of lemma.  

	The TWA considered the explanations provided for the assessment of inner and outer lateral nerves of dorsal side of lemma and agreed that they should be further considered in case the spiculation of outer lateral nerves was proposed for inclusion in the Test Guidelines. 

	TWA agreed to invite the experts from France and the United Kingdom to report progress on the assessment of the proposed characteristics at its fifty-fourth session.

	The TWA agreed to invite members of the Union to consider the characteristics presented in documents TWA/53/5 and TWA/53/5 Add. for possible future inclusion in the Test Guidelines for Barley.


Discussions on draft Test Guidelines

Full draft Test Guidelines

Bent (Agrostis canina L., Agrostis gigantea Roth, Agrostis stolonifera L., Agrostis capillaris L.) (Revision)

	The subgroup discussed document TG/30/7(proj.1) presented by Mr. Peter Hendriks (Netherlands (Kingdom of)), and agreed the following:

	Cover page
	to add a space between “canina L.” in the name box 

	6.5
	to add “A, B, C	– see Chapter 3.3.3”

	Table of chars.
	to add example varieties

	Char. 8
	to have states from “very short” to “very tall”

	Ad. 1
	to read “Observations should be made by standard cytological methods.”

	Ad. 10
	to add underling to “B: row plots”

	TQ 6.
	to add example



Festulolium (×Festulolium Asch. et Graebn.) (Revision)

	The subgroup discussed document TG/243/2(proj.1) presented by Ms. Lydie Cechová (Czech Republic), and agreed the following:

	2.3
	to read “1 kg” and check whether to delete “of seeds”

	3.4.2
	to read “Row plots: Each test should be designed to result in a total of at least 8 meters, …”

	Char. 3
	to check whether to be deleted

	Char. 4
	to check whether to be deleted

	Char. 5
	to add VS|A

	Char. 7
	to check whether to be deleted (correlation with growth habit)

	Char. 9
	to delete growth stage

	Char. 17
	to check whether to delete or which types to be included, add explanation and example varieties

	8.1 (a)
	state 5 to read “intermediate”

	Ad. 1
	to read “Observations should be made by standard cytological methods.”

	Ad. 3
	second sentence to read “Observations should be made at one occasion on the whole trial when the varieties are considered to have reached their full expression of this characteristic.”

	Ad. 15
	to read “Char. 15: b = The part of the stem above the top node up to the beginning of the inflorescence is the upper internode. Char. 16: a = Length of the inflorescence.”

	TQ 7.3
	to check whether to add an information about crossed species:
“Parental species 
Please state initial parental species (Lolium sp., Festuca sp.) of the variety”



Fodder Beet (Beta vulgaris Fodder Beet Group) (Revision)

	The subgroup discussed document TG/150/4(proj.2) presented by Ms. Anne-Lise Corbel (France), and agreed the following:

	Cover page
	botanical name to read “Beta vulgaris L. Fodder Beet Group” and add synonyms to table with alternative names

	1.
	to read “…all varieties of Beta vulgaris L. Fodder Beet Group.”

	2.3
	to delete full stop after 350 g

	4.2.2
	to read “These Test Guidelines have been developed for the examination of cross-pollinated and hybrid varieties…”

	4.2.3, 4.2.4
	to be deleted

	4.2.5
	to delete “in a sample of 200 plants,”

	4.2.6
	to be moved after 4.2.7

	Table of chars.
	to update example varieties used throughout the table of characteristics

	Char. 1
	- to be indicated as VG
- to delete indication of “A”

	Char. 2
	to delete VG

	Char. 3
	to delete indication of “A”

	Char. 4 to 7
	to add example varieties 

	Char. 6
	to read “Leaf: glossiness” (one n)

	Char. 14
	to check whether to reduce the scale to 5 notes

	Char. 15
	- to display all 9 states and notes 
- to check whether to display shapes in grid
- state 2 to read “obovoid” 

	Char. 18
	to read “Root: length in relation to width”

	Char. 22
	to check whether to add explanation on sample size and assessment (bulk sample)

	8.
	- to add heading “Explanations on the Table of Characteristics”
- to check whether to replace indications of A and B by explanation on sample sizes.

	Ad. 1
	to read 
“Observations should be made on 100 seeds.
The attribution of notes for state of expressions is as follows:
Note 1 = monogerm with equal or more than 95% of monogerm seeds
Note 2 = partly monogerm/partly multigerm with less than 95% and more than 15% monogerm seeds
…”

	Ad. 2
	to read “Observations should be made on at least 5 plants using standard cytological methods. …”

	Ad. 12
	- to remove images from boxes and separate legends from images
- to improve resolution of images

	8.2
	title to read “Growth stage of Beta vulgaris L. adapted from the BBCH scale (Meier U., 1993)”

	TQ 1.1
	to read “Beta vulgaris L. Fodder Beet Group”

	TQ 1.3
	to be deleted

	TQ 5.
	- to check whether to add further characteristics to the TQ
- to check whether to add Char. 15 “Root: Shape”



[bookmark: _Hlk167900448]Grain Amaranth (Amaranthus L.) (Revision)

	The subgroup discussed document TG/247/2(proj.1) presented by Mr. Ľubomir Basta (Slovakia), and agreed the following:

	4.2
	to check whether only self-pollinated varieties are tested or whether further information on uniformity assessment should be included

	Char. 2
	to read “Hypocotyl: intensity of anthocyanin coloration”

	Char. 3 to 10
	to check whether to read “Leaf: …”

	Char. 5
	- to read “Young leaf: length/width ratio”
- to have states from “very low” to “very high”

	Char. 9
	state 2 to read “central area”

	Char. 18 to 21	
	to check whether “blotch” is the correct term (see TGP/14 for guidance on color patterns and distributions)

	Char. 20
	- to replace “silvery” with appropriate color
- to check whether there’s a difference between “red” and “purple”

	Char. 29
	to add explanation how to measure

	Char. 31
	to check whether natural height (height of the plot) or plant length and adjust explanation

	8.1 (a)
	to read “Observations should be made on leaves in the middle part of plants.”

	8.1 (b)
	to be deleted (same wording as (a) and add (a) to all characteristics currently indicated as (b))

	Ad. 20
	to be deleted

	Ad. 35
	to bring illustration for state one in the same direction as illustration for state 2 and remove shade

	TQ 1.
	to add 1.3 to read “Species (please indicate):”

	TQ 6.
	to add example



*Hemp, Cannabis (Cannabis sativa L.) (Revision)

	The subgroup discussed document TG/276/2(proj.3) presented by Ms. Lysbeth Hof (Kingdom of the Netherlands), and agreed the following:

	Cover page
	to move synonyms to table with alternative names

	1.
	to delete synonyms

	2.3
	to read “The minimum quantity of plant material, to be supplied by the applicant, should be:
Type AS: 	500 g seeds 
Type AV: 	60 rooted cuttings
Type AF:  	500 g feminized seeds
Type HV: 	15 rooted cuttings 
Type HF:  	500 feminized seeds

[Flow chart for classification into types]

A	Arable cultivation practice (large scale, field), varieties grown for fibre and (oil-) seed production
H	Horticultural cultivation practice (small scale field or controlled environment), varieties grown for uses other than fibre and (oil-)seed production
S	Seed-propagated
V	Vegetatively propagated
F	Feminized seed propagated

…”

	3.1.2
	to be deleted

	3.4.5
	to be deleted

	6.5
	- to delete “Consult paragraph 2.3 …”
- to add “Variety types AS, AV, AF, HV and HF	– see Chapter 2.3”

	Char. 11
	to delete “intensity of”

	8.1 (d)
	second sentence to read “If grown in a controlled environment, any male flowers should be removed before pollen is released.”

	Ad. 8
	to replace the first two rows with “Time of male flowering is reached when at least one male flower is open on 50% of plants with male flowers.”

	Ad. 11
	to check font size below illustrations

	Ad. 12
	- to read “… Monoecious plants (male and female flowers on one plant) occasionally occur naturally but are specially developed by …”
- second paragraph to read
“Monoecious plants:         plants with both male and female flowers
Dioecious plants:  		plants with female or male flowers only”

	Ad. 26, 27
	last sentence to read “The range of expression of notes 1-3 of char. 26 is within the expression of note 1 of char. 27.”

	Ad. 33
	to read “Marbling is the black mosaic pattern.”

	9.
	- to delete last reference 
- to check format of references (see TGP/7, GN 30)

	TQ 7.
	- to delete “(auto-flowering)” in 7.3.1 (a) 
- to number existing content 7.3.1 and 7.3.2 and add new 7.3.3 to read as follows:
“7.3.3	Type of variety 

(see Chapter 2.3 in the Test Guidelines for Hemp (document TG/276/2) for explanations):

Type AS: Arable cultivation, Seed-propagated 			[…]
Type AV: Arable Cultivation, Vegetatively propagated		[…]
Type AF: Arable Cultivation, Feminized seed-propagated		[…]
Type HV: Horticultural cultivation, Vegetatively propagated 	[…]
Type HF: Horticultural cultivation, Feminized seed propagated	[…]”



Mung Bean (Vigna radiata (L.) R. Wilczek)

	The subgroup discussed document TG/VIGNA_RAD(proj.2), presented by Ms. Lixia Wang, on behalf of the Leading Expert, Mr. Xiongfei Jiao (China), and agreed the following:

	2.3
	minimum quantity of plant material, to be supplied by the applicant, to be indicated as “500 g of seed”

	4.2.3
	to delete last sentence

	Table of chars. 
	- to have full scales for QN characteristics (all states from 1 to 9 or 1 to 5)
- to check scale of notes of all anthocyanin coloration characteristics

	Char. 1
	to add (*) (used as grouping characteristic)

	Char. 3
	- to read “Stem: anthocyanin coloration”
- to have states from (1) absent or very weak to (5) very strong
- to be indicated as QN

	Char. 4
	- state 1 to read “absent or weak”
- state 2 to read “medium”
- to check whether to use a scale of 5 notes

	Char. 5
	- to replace “oval” with “ovate”
- to check whether “narrow ovate” to read “lanceolate” (see TGP/14)

	Char. 7
	to check whether truly QL or whether to be presented as a QN characteristic

	Char. 8
	- to read “Leaf: size” with states “small, medium, large”
- to check whether to have scale of 5 notes
- to check whether to add example varieties

	Char. 9
	to check whether truly QL or whether to be presented as a QN characteristic
- to check whether to read “Petiole: anthocyanin coloration”

	Char. 10
	to check whether to re-word state 3 (see document TGP/14 for guidance on colors)

	Char. 14 
	- to check whether to read “Plant: growth type”
- to check whether state “sprawl” to read “semi-determinate”
- to add (*) (used as grouping characteristic)

	Char. 17
	to be deleted

	Char. 18
	to check the order of the chars (Plant and pod) (see TGP/7, GN26)

	Char. 20
	to check whether to add example varieties

	Char. 21
	to be indicated as QN

	Char. 22
	- to read “Pod:  number of seeds” (seeds in plural)
- to add explanation

	Char. 23
	to read check whether to read “Pod: curvature” and adjust states of expression (see other TGs for examples 

	Char. 24
	- to read “Stem: shape in cross-section”
- to check whether a QL characteristic with only two states or add more shapes for a PQ characteristic

	Char. 26
	- to read “Pod: color of hairs”
- to be indicated as QL

	Char. 27
	to have states from “low” to “high”

	Char. 28
	to check wording of states of expression (see TGP/14) (e.g. globose, narrow/broad oblong)

	Char. 29, 30
	to check whether to be combined

	Char. 31
	- to add (*) (used as grouping characteristic)
- to read “Seed: glossiness”

	8.1 (a)
	to read “Observations should be made in the middle and upper part of the main stem.”

	8.1 (d)
	to check names of flower parts (e.g. keel flap)

	Ad. 1, 3, 6, 10, 11, 12
	to be deleted (illustrations of color)

	Ad. 10
	to delete color illustrations and check whether to delete repeated illustration of flower parts

	Ad. 14
	to replace illustrations with explanation on types (see e.g. TG Soya Bean)

	Ad. 18
	- to clarify what to observe (is this different from Plant habit upright medium, spreading)


	Ad. 22
	to become an explanation for Char. 20 (to become Ad. 20 and to read “Observations should be made from the cotyledon node of the plant to the last node where the compound leaf unfolds at the top of the plant.”)

	Ad. 28
	to check whether to add information on differences between shapes (e.g. lateral outline, rounded, flat)

	8.3
	- growths stage 20 to read “Five percent of the plants in the plot have on flower open.”
- growth stage 40 to read “50% of the pods are mature and the seeds are hard.”
- to check growth stages 



[bookmark: _Hlk167901797]*Sugarcane (Saccharum L.) (Revision)

	The subgroup discussed document TG/186/2(proj.5), presented by Mr. Muhammad Ali Bhatti (Australia), and agreed the following: 

	3.3.2
	to be deleted

	3.4
	to reduce number of plants from 24 to 12 plants

	4.1.4
	second paragraph: to reduce number of parts to be taken from each of the plants from 23 to 2

	4.2.3
	to reduce sample size from 24 to 12 plants

	Table of chars.
	to check allocation of labels for explanations in chapter 8.1 ((a), (b), …)

	Char. 9, 10
	to check and have harmonized set of colors and to add example varieties (check current colors against newly proposed colors greenish white, yellowish green, green, purplish green, greenish yellow, purplish yellow, yellowish purple, greenish purple, purple) (see document TGP/14, Section 2 Subsection 3 for guidance on color)
- to check approach to describe colors (main/secondary color or ground/over color? see TGP/14)

	Char. 15
	to be moved after char. 10

	Char. 27, 28
	- to check colors
- to check colors

	Char. 47
	to read “… in cross-section”

	8.1
	- general explanation to read “Unless otherwise indicated, observations should be made at time of maturity on plants aged between 10 to 12 months, …”
- to improve presentation of 8.1 (to check what to keep in 8.1 and what to move to 8.2) 

	8.1 (a)
	to read “Observations on the node and internode should be made on the longest internode in the middle third of the primary or representative culm.”

	8.1 (b)
	- to read “Observations should be made on the +3 leaf.”
- to use same approach as in current adopted TG (see Ad. 7)

	8.1 (c)
	- to be moved to 8.2 to the relevant characteristics (e.g. Ad. 31, 32, 33…) and delete (c)
- to add number of characteristics to illustration

	8.1 (e)
	to add text to (d) and to be deleted

	Ad. 9, 10
	to check whether to add definition of color (see comment on char. 9, 10)
“The main color should be observed.  The main color is the color with the largest surface area. In cases where the areas of the main and secondary color are too similar to reliably decide which color has the largest area, the darker color is considered to be the main color.”

	Ad. 17
	to add notes as in char. 17

	Ad. 20
	to better explain/show the differences between the shapes (grid?)

	Ad. 32, 33
	to delete “and 8.1 (c)”



*Zoysia grasses (Zoysia Willd.)

	The subgroup discussed document TG/ZOYSI(proj.5), presented by Mr. Toru Watanabe (Japan), and agreed the following: 

	Cover page
	to add synonyms according to GRIN to table with alternative names (Osterdamia Neck. ex Kuntze Brousemichea Balansa, Matrella Pers., Zoydia Pers., orth. var.)

	Char., Ad. 13
	to be deleted

	Char. 16
	to read “Stolon: anthocyanin coloration of leaf sheath”

	Char. 17
	to read “Stolon: length of leaf sheath”

	Char. 24
	to move purple before brown (order of colors, see TGP/14)

	8.1 (a)
	to use improved illustration as below:
[image: ダイアグラム, 設計図

自動的に生成された説明]

	8.1 (b)
	to delete “The following characteristics are observed except the varieties without ear.” and the list of characteristics

	8.1 (d)
	to read “Observations should be made 4 months …”

	Ad. 1
	- to read “The time of vegetative growth after overwintering should be observed …”
- to delete photograph

	Ad. 5, 9
	to be deleted

	Ad. 18
	to read “Observations should be made on stolons which are not covered …”

	Ad. 19
	to read “Observations should be made on leaves …”

	Ad. 22
	to read “Observations should be made on black background using a magnifying glass.”

	Ad. 23
	to read “Time of leaf senescence is reached when 50% of leaves have changed color.”

	Ad. 24
	to be deleted

	TQ 1
	to add 1.3 for indication of species (“Species (please indicate):”)



Partial revisions

*Maize (Zea mays L.)

	The subgroup discussed document TWV/58/4-TWA/53/4, presented by Ms. Cécile Marchenay (Kingdom of the Netherlands), and noted that the TWV had agreed the following (see document TWV/58/11 “Report”, paragraphs 68 and 69):

	NEW (after 8)
	- to delete (*)
- to check whether to add that only applicable for sweet and popcorn varieties

	Ad. NEW (after 8.)
	to be improved

	NEW (after 35.)
	- to check whether to delete (*)
- to check whether not to include the characteristic in the TG

	NEW (after 38.)
	to be discussed at TWV/59



	The TWA noted that the TWV could not reach a consensus on the proposal for partial revision of the Test Guidelines for Maize. The TWV agreed that discussions could be continued with subgroup meetings, as appropriate, in preparation for discussions on the same proposal at the fifty-third session of the TWA, to be held from May 27 to May 30, 2024.

	The subgroup agreed the following:

	Char. NEW (after 8)
	not in favor to include char. in the TG

	Char. NEW
(after 38.)
	- to check whether to include more colors (some or all colors of char. in 38) and to keep order of colors as in char. 38
- if new char is introduced, Char. 38 to read “Ear: main color of top of grain”
to be indicated as PQ



	The TWA agreed to invite the leading expert from the Netherlands (Kingdom of) to hold meetings of the subgroup prior to the next sessions of the TWV and TWA in 2025.


Recommendations on draft Test Guidelines

(a)	Test Guidelines to be put forward for adoption by the Technical Committee

	The TWA agreed that the following draft Test Guidelines should be submitted to the TC for adoption at its sixtieth session, to be held in Geneva on October 21 and 22, 2024, on the basis of the following documents and the comments in this report:

Full draft Test Guidelines

	Subject
	Basic Document(s) (2024)

	*Hemp, Cannabis (Cannabis sativa L.) (Revision) 
	TG/276/2(proj.3)

	*Zoysia Grasses (Zoysia Willd.)
	TG/ZOYSI(proj.5)



(b)	Test Guidelines to be discussed at the fifty-fourth session

	The TWA agreed to discuss the following draft Test Guidelines at its fifty-fourth session:

Full draft Test Guidelines

	Subject
	Basic Document(s) (2024)

	*Bent (Agrostis canina L., Agrostis gigantea Roth, Agrostis stolonifera L., Agrostis capillaris L.) (Revision)
	TG/30/7(proj.1)

	Couch Grass, Bermuda Grass (Cynodon Rich.)
	New

	*Festulolium (×Festulolium Asch. et Graebn.) (Revision)
	TG/243/2(proj.1)

	*Fodder Beet (Beta vulgaris Fodder Beet Group) (Revision)
	TG/150/4(proj.2)

	Grain Amaranth (Amaranthus L.) (Revision)
	TG/247/2(proj.1)

	Mung Bean (Vigna radiata (L.) R. Wilczek)
	TG/VIGNA_RAD(proj.2)

	*Sugarcane (Saccharum L.) (Revision)
	TG/186/2(proj.5)



Partial revisions

	Subject
	Basic Document(s) (2024)

	*Maize (Zea mays L.) 
- Characteristics 24.1 and 24.2 
- Addition of new characteristics Tassel: sterility of male flowers Secondary color of grain 
- addition of characteristic to TQ 5
	TG/2/7,
TWV/58/4-TWA/53/4

	Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas (L.) Lam.)
- Adding a new characteristic “Leaf blade: anthocyanin coloration of nectary”
- Adding a new shape to “Storage root: shape”
- Adding new colors to “Storage root: main color of flesh”
- Revision of example variety for char. 23
	TG/258/1



	The leading experts, interested experts and timetables for the development of the Test Guidelines are set out in Annex II to this report.

(c) 	Possible Test Guidelines to be discussed in 2026

	The TWA agreed that it should consider the development of Test Guidelines for the following at a future session:

	Subject
	Basic Document(s) (2024)

	Common Millet (Panicum miliaceum L.) (Revision)
	TG/248/1

	Turnip Rape (Brassica rapa L. var. silvestris (Lam.) Briggs.) (Revision)
	TG/185/3

	White Mustard (Sinapis alba L.) (Revision)
	TG/179/3




Matters for information

Reports on developments in plant variety protection from members and observers 

	The TWA noted the information on developments in plant variety protection from members and observers provided in document TWA/53/2 Prov. The TWA noted that reports submitted to the Office of the Union after May 10, 2024, and until May 30, 2024, would be included in the final version of document TWA/53/2.

Reports on developments in UPOV 

	The TWA received a presentation from the Office of the Union on developments in UPOV, a copy of which is provided in document TWP/8/2.

Technical Committee subgroup on Test Guidelines 

	The TWV received an oral report from the leading expert of the subgroup, Ms. Margaret Wallace (United Kingdom). The following summary was provided by Ms. Wallace:

“Summary of outcomes so far:

1. “Test Guidelines are essential for international harmonization of DUS testing.
1. “Some participants wanted to develop an electronic version of the TG while others wanted to retain the printable function. Many of the users who print a copy for use in the field, often restrict this to the table of characteristics and accompanying explanation notes.
1. “The majority of testing authorities adopt a national test guidelines from the UPOV TG, rather than use the UPOV TG during the test.
1. “The use of example varieties and usefulness of diagrams and photographs was discussed.  This may be addressed by the revision of GN28 being considered by the TWPs.
1. “The adoption of national test guidelines based on the TG-template was generally supported but concerns about whether this is the most effective use of funds were raised. 
“TWA participants are invited to contact Margaret Wallace to contribute to the work of the sub‑group.  The work of the sub-group will be presented to each of the TWPs in their 2024 sessions.  A document will be produced by the sub-group for consideration at the sixtieth session of the Technical Committee.”


Date and place of the next session

	At the invitation of the United Republic of Tanzania, the TWA agreed to hold its fifty-fourth session in Arusha, from May 19 to 22, 2025.


Future program

	The TWA agreed that documents for its fifty-fourth session should be submitted to the Office of the Union by April 4, 2025. The TWA noted that items would be deleted from the agenda if the planned documents did not reach the Office of the Union by the agreed deadline.

	The TWA proposed to discuss the following items at its next session:

1. Opening of the session
2. Adoption of the agenda
Matters for discussion
3. Procedures for DUS examination (presentations invited)
4. Situations where illustrations could complement or replace example varieties (document to be prepared by Germany)
5. Variety description databases (presentations invited)
6. Image analysis and new technologies in DUS examination (documents to be prepared by China, Denmark, United Kingdom and presentations invited)
7. Molecular techniques in DUS examination (presentation from the United Kingdom and presentations invited)
8. Reports on existing policies on confidentiality of molecular information (presentations invited) 
9. Using the COYU-Splines method in DUS examination (presentations invited)
10. Experiences with new types and species (oral reports invited)
11. Developing new characteristics for Barley variety examination (documents to be prepared by France and the United Kingdom and presentations invited)
12. Discussion on draft Test Guidelines (Subgroups)
13. Recommendations on draft Test Guidelines
14. Date and place of the next session
15. Future program
16. Adoption of the Report on the session (if time permits)
Matters for information
17. Reports from members and observers (written reports to be prepared by members and observers)
18. 	Report on developments in UPOV (general developments, including variety denominations, information databases, exchange and use of software and equipment)
19. Closing of the session

	The TWA adopted this report at the end of the session.



[Annex I follows]
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DRAFT TEST GUIDELINES TO BE SUBMITTED 
TO THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE IN 2024

All requested information to be submitted to the Office of the Union 

before July 12, 2024


Full draft Test Guidelines

	Species
	Basic Document(s)
	Leading expert

	*Hemp, Cannabis (Cannabis sativa L.) (Revision) 
	TG/276/2(proj.3)
	Ms. Lysbeth Hof (NL)

	*Zoysia Grasses (Zoysia Willd.)
	TG/ZOYSI(proj.5)
	Mr. Toru Watanabe (JP)







DRAFT TEST GUIDELINES TO BE DISCUSSED AT TWA/54
(* indicates possible final draft Test Guidelines)

Guideline date for Subgroup draft to be circulated by Leading Expert:  February 7, 2025
Guideline date for comments to Leading Expert by Subgroup:  March 7, 2025
 
New draft to be submitted to the Office of the Union
before April 5, 2025
The procedure for the introduction and revisions of Test Guidelines is provided in document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”, Section 2

Full draft Test Guidelines

	Species
	Basic Document
	Leading expert
	Interested experts (countries/organizations)[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  for name of experts, see list of participants] 


	*Bent (Agrostis canina L., Agrostis gigantea Roth, Agrostis stolonifera L., Agrostis capillaris L.) (Revision)
	TG/30/7(proj.1)
	Mr. Peter Hendriks (NL)
	CZ, DE, FR, IT, JP, KE, NZ, QZ, CIOPORA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	Couch Grass, Bermuda Grass (Cynodon Rich.)
	New
	Mr. Andrew Hallinan (AU)
	BR, CN, FR, IT, JP, QZ, ZA, CIOPORA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	*Festulolium (×Festulolium Asch. et Graebn.) (Revision)
	TG/243/2(proj.1)
	Ms. Lydie Cechová (CZ)
	DE, DK, FR, IT, JP, NL, NZ, QZ, UY, ZA, CIOPORA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	*Fodder Beet (Beta vulgaris Fodder Beet Group) (Revision)
	TG/150/4(proj.2)
	Ms. Anne-Lise Corbel (FR) 
	DE, DK, ES, GB, JP, QZ, RO, ZA, CIOPORA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	Grain Amaranth (Amaranthus L.) (Revision)
	TG/247/2(proj.1)
	Mr. Ľubomir Basta (SK)
	DE, FR, HU, IT, JP, KE, NZ, QZ, ZA, CIOPORA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	Mung Bean (Vigna radiata (L.) R. Wilczek)
	TG/VIGNA_RAD
(proj.2)
	Mr. Xiongfei Jiao (CN)
	AR, AU, FR, JP, KR, QZ, CIOPORA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	*Sugarcane (Saccharum L.) (Revision)
	TG/186/2(proj.5)
	Mr. Ali Bhatti (AU)
	AR, BR, CN, JP, KE, QZ, TZ, ZA, CIOPORA, ISF, Office




Partial revisions

	Species
	Basic Document
	Leading Expert(s)
	Interested Experts 
(State / Organization)1

	*Maize (Zea mays L.) 
- Characteristics 24.1 and 24.2 
- Addition of new characteristics Tassel: sterility of male flowers Secondary color of grain 
- addition of characteristic to TQ 5
	TG/2/7,
TWV/58/4-TWA/53/4
	Ms. Cécile Marchenay (NL)
	TWV, AR, AT, BR, CA, CN, CZ, DE, ES, FR, HU, IT, JP, KE, KR, MX, PT, QZ, RO, SK, TZ, ZA, CLI, CIOPORA, Euroseeds, ISF, Office

	Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas (L.) Lam.)
- Adding a new characteristic “Leaf blade: anthocyanin coloration of nectary”
-  Adding a new shape to “Storage root: shape”
- Adding new colors to “Storage root: main color of flesh”
- Revision of example variety for char. 23
	TG/258/1
	Mr. Toru Watanabe (JP)
	CA, GB, HU, KR, NL, QZ, ZA, CIOPORA, Office




Draft Test Guidelines for possible future discussion

	Species
	 Basic Document(s)
	Possible Leading Expert

	Common Millet (Panicum miliaceum L.) (Revision)
	TG/248/1 
	AT

	Turnip Rape (Brassica rapa L. var. silvestris (Lam.) Briggs.) (Revision)
	TG/185/3
	FR

	White Mustard (Sinapis alba L.) (Revision)
	TG/179/3
	DE
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