
 

INTERNAT

The Annex 
be made by
Crops (TWA
 
 
 

 

TIONAL U

TECHN

Discla

to this docum
y the Office o
A). 

UNION FO

NICAL WO

Mexic

REPO

Docu

aimer:  this do

ment contain
of the Union a

OR THE P

ORKING PA

Forty
co City, Me

ORT ON DEV

ument prepa

ocument doe

ns a copy of a
at the forty-fi

PROTECT
Geneva 

ARTY FOR

y-Fifth Ses
exico, Jul

VELOPMEN

ared by the O
 

es not repres

a presentatio
ifth session o

ION OF N

R AGRICU

ssion 
y 11 to 15

TS WITHIN

Office of the U

sent UPOV p

on “Reports o
of the Techn

TWA

ORIG

DATE

NEW VARI

ULTURAL C

5, 2016 

UPOV 

Union 

policies or gu

on Developm
ical Working 

A/45/16 

GINAL:  Engl

E:  July 7, 20

IETIES OF

CROPS 

uidance 

ments within 
 Party or Ag

[An

E
lish 

016 

F PLANTS

UPOV” to 
ricultural 

nnex follows]

E

S 

] 



TWA/45/16 
 

ANNEX 
 

 

Mexico City, Mexico, July 11 to 15, 2016 

REPORT ON DEVELOPMENTS IN UPOV 

TECHNICAL WORKING PARTY 
FOR AGRICULTURAL CROPS

Forty-Fifth Session

 

 

• UPOV status & statistics

• UPOV Collection

• Publications, Activities, Training, etc.

• Developments for the 53rd TC

• Developments in other International Fora

OVERVIEW
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The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

UPOV status in June 2016

Members of UPOV (74)

Initiating States (15) and Organization (1)

States (23) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office

 

 

Membership of UPOV
74 members

New members:

• Montenegro (September 24, 2015)

• The United Republic of Tanzania 
(November 22, 2015)
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Ratification / Accession to the 
1991 Act of the UPOV Convention

• Canada 
(Instrument of ratification deposited on July 19, 2015)

• Kenya 
(Instrument of accession deposited on April 11, 2016)

6
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UPOV Membership
Territories covered

1991 Act:  56 members – Other Acts:  18 members

The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

 

 

Council session Advice

Islamic Republic of 
Iran (Law)

October 29, 2015 Amendments 
recommended

SITUATION in UPOV

Examination of Laws
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Cooperation in examination (C/49/5)

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

640

199119972005

2002
1750

2726

2589

3305

3382

2336

3144
3455

3455

3562

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

g
e

n
e

ra
/s

p
e

c
ie

s

Year

Cooperation agreements
Practical experience
Plant Breeders' Rights entries in PLUTO

 

 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
m

em
b

er
s

Number of members offering protection to a limited number of plant genera and species

Number of members offering protection to all plant genera and species

Number of members extending protection to additional plant genera and species

Taxa protected by the members of the Union (C/49/6) 

(2)

60

14

 

 



TWA/45/16 
Annex, page 6 

 
 
 

Applications filed / Titles granted (document C/49/7) 
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15,499

11,569

 

 

Applications by Resident / Non-Resident (document C/49/7) 
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Applications by Residents

Applications by non-Residents

9,770

5,729
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Titles granted by Resident / Non-Resident (document C/49/7) 

7,464

4,105

 

 

14

Titles in Force (document C/49/7) 

106,081
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• Publications, Activities and Training
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REVISED GUIDANCE ADOPTED IN 2015
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Reference Explanatory Notes on: CAJ/71 Proposals:

UPOV/EXN/EDV/2
(revision)

Essentially Derived Varieties Draft 7: CAJ in October 2016

UPOV/EXN/CAL 
(revision)

Conditions and Limitations possible revision to be considered 
by CAJ in October 2016

Program for EXN/INF

UPOV/INF/12
(revision)

Variety Denominations WG-DEN

UPOV/INF/16
(revision)

Exchangeable Software Council in October 2016

UPOV/INF/22
(revision)

Software and Equipment Used 
by Members of the Union 

Council in October 2016

 

 

5 NEW TEST GUIDELINES 
Drafter TWP English
BR TWF Coconut

NZ TWO Cordyline, Cabbage Tree, Torquay Palm
MX TWF Avocado; Coyo avocado (rootstock)
ZA TWO Plectranthus, Spur Flower
JP TWO Salvia, Sage

TEST GUIDELINES ADOPTED IN 2016

2 REVISIONS OF TEST GUIDELINES 
Drafter TWP English
DE TWV Basil
DE TWO Calibrachoa
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9 PARTIAL REVISIONS OF TEST GUIDELINES 
Drafter TWP English
NL TWV Cauliflower
NL TWV Cabbage
NL TWV Brussels Sprouts
NL TWV Spinach
DE TWV Black Radish

NL TWV Kohlrabi

NL TWV Curly Kale
NL TWV Calabrese, Sprouting Broccoli
QZ TWV Tomato Rootstocks

TEST GUIDELINES ADOPTED IN 2016

 

 

TEST GUIDELINES ON THE UPOV WEBSITE
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SUPERSEDED TEST GUIDELINES
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Publications, Activities, Training, etc.

- UPOV sessions

- Frequently Asked Questions

- Distance Learning Courses

- New videos on UPOV website

PREVIEW

 

 

UPOV Sessions:  October 2016

Monday 
(26)

Tuesday Wednesday 
(28)

Thursday Friday

Seminar on 
Propagating 
& Harvested 

Material

CAJ Symposium 
on possible 

interrelations 

between the 
ITPGRFA 
and the 
UPOV 

Convention

CC Council
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UPOV Sessions:  2017
Under discussion

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions
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The 52nd TC agreed a draft question and answer on:

“Is it possible to obtain protection of a variety on the 
basis of its DNA-profile?

To be reported on agenda item 4 “Molecular 
Techniques” (TWA/45/2)

 

 

Two sessions of each of the following UPOV Distance 
Learning Courses will be run concurrently in 2016:

• DL-205 “Introduction to the UPOV System of Plant Variety 
Protection under the UPOV Convention”

• DL-305 “Examination of applications for plant breeders’ 
rights”

• DL-305A “Administration of Plant Breeders’ Rights” (Part A 
of DL-305)
• DL-305B “DUS Examination” (Part B of DL-305)

Distance Learning Courses (DL-205 and DL-305)
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The timetable

Session I – 2016

Registration: January 1 to February 7
Study period: February 15 to March 20
Final exam: March 14 to 20

Session II – 2016

Registration: August 15 to September 18
Study period: September 25 to October 30
Final exam: October 24 to 30

 

 

New videos on UPOV website

Available at: 
http://www.upov.int/about/en/benefits_upov_system.html
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For the discussion at the 53rd TC, 
the 52nd TC agreed:

• To invite to simulate the impact of using 
different numbers of growing cycles on 
DUS decisions using actual data

• To invite to make presentations at the BMT
on how databases containing molecular 
data might be developed in UPOV
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For the discussion at the 53rd TC, 
the 52nd TC agreed:

• Conduct survey on current situation to 
discuss obstacles to cooperation in 
examination, including exchange of DUS 
reports

 

 

DISCUSSION SESSION DURING TC/53

(a) Use of disease and insect resistance 
characteristics in DUS examination 
(b) Management of variety collections 
(c) Minimum distance between varieties
(d) Increasing participation of new members of 
the Union in the work of the TC and TWPs
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Background:

• The 6th Governing Body of the ITPGRFA (Oct 5 
to 9, 2015), adopted a resolution concerning the 
possible interrelations between the respective 
instruments of UPOV, WIPO and the ITPGRFA.

• The 90th Consultative Committee agreed to 
invite the Secretary of the ITPGRFA to make a 
presentation at the 91st session on possible 
areas of interrelations between the ITPGRFA 
and the UPOV Convention. 

International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture 

(ITPGRFA)
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DEVELOPMENTS IN 2016:

• The Secretary of the ITPGRFA made a 
presentation at 91st session of the Consultative 
Committee (Mar 17, 2016)

• The Council agreed to propose a joint UPOV-
ITPGRFA Symposium on areas of interrelations 
between the ITPGRFA and the UPOV Convention, 
to be held in Geneva on October 26, 2016

 

 

UPOV Sessions:  October 2016

Monday 
(26)

Tuesday Wednesday 
(28)

Thursday Friday

Seminar on 
Propagating 
& Harvested 

Material

CAJ Symposium 
on possible 

interrelations 

between the 
ITPGRFA 
and the 
UPOV 

Convention

CC Council
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