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Geneva, March 18 to 20, 2010

Role of the Technical Committee Role of the Technical Committee 
and the Technical Working Partiesand the Technical Working Parties
in developing and providing guidance in developing and providing guidance 

on DUS testingon DUS testing

Peter Button (Technical Director, UPOV)

Seminar on DUS TestingSeminar on DUS Testing

Preview

• Participation 

• Developing guidance to facilitate 
harmonization and cooperation

• Exchanging information

• An opportunity for training (participants 
and local experts)
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PARTICIPATION in the  PARTICIPATION in the  

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (TC) TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (TC) 

and and 

TECHNICAL WORKING PARTIES (TECHNICAL WORKING PARTIES (TWPsTWPs))

Participation in TC and TWPs is open to:

• members of the Union
• observer: 

– States
– international intergovernmental organizations
– international non-governmental organizations
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DEVELOPING GUIDANCE DEVELOPING GUIDANCE 

to facilitate to facilitate 

HARMONIZATION and COOPERATIONHARMONIZATION and COOPERATION

THE CONDITIONS FOR GRANTING
A BREEDER’S RIGHT

Criteria to be satisfied

• NOVELTY

•• DDISTINCTNESS
•• UUNIFORMITY
•• SSTABILITY

““DUSDUS””
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THE CONDITIONS FOR 
GRANTING A BREEDER’S RIGHT

Other conditions

• VARIETY DENOMINATION
• FORMALITIES
• PAYMENT OF FEES

NO OTHER CONDITIONS!NO OTHER CONDITIONS!

UPOV Structure

ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL 
COMMITTEE

Technical Working 
Party on

Automation 
and 

Computer 
Programs
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CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
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on

Biochemical 
and 

Molecular 
Techniques

Technical Working 
Party for

Vegetables

Technical Working 
Party for

Ornamental 
Plants and 

Forest Trees

Technical Working 
Party for             

Fruit Crops

Technical Working 
Party for

Agricultural 
Crops
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facilitates:facilitates:
BEST PRACTICE (based on experience)

=> good decisions
=> good definition of the object of protection 

(strong protection)

=> efficiency in method of examination (learn from the best)  
HARMONIZATION

=> efficiency 

• mutual acceptance of DUS reports
(minimize cost of examination for individual authorities)

• mutual recognition of variety descriptions 
(all parties speak the same “language”)

• simple and cheap system for applicants
(minimize cost for breeders)

Guidance for DUS Examination

UPOV provides guidance by:

• The “General Introduction” (TG/1/3)
– General technical principles
– Organization of DUS Testing
– Associated “TGP” Documents 
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TG/1/3 General Introduction

“Associated” TGP Documents
Ref. Title 

TG/00 List of TGP Documents and Latest Issue Dates 

TGP/1 General Introduction With Explanations 

TGP/2 List of Test Guidelines Adopted by UPOV  

TGP/3 Varieties of Common Knowledge 

TGP/4 Constitution and Maintenance of Variety Collections 

TGP/5 Experience and Cooperation in DUS testing 

TGP/6 Arrangements for DUS testing  

TGP/7 Development of Test Guidelines 

TGP/8 Trial Design and Techniques Used in the Examination of DUS 

TGP/9 Examining Distinctness 

TGP/10 Examining Uniformity 

TGP/11 Examining Stability 

TGP/12 Special Characteristics  

TGP/13 Guidance for New Types and Species 

TGP/14 Glossary of Technical, Botanical and Statistical Terms Used in UPOV 
Documents 

TGP/15 New Types of Characteristics 
 

UPOV provides guidance by:

• The “General Introduction” (TG/1/3)
– General technical principles
– Organization of DUS Testing
– Associated “TGP” Documents 

(e.g. statistical methods)

AND

•• ““Test GuidelinesTest Guidelines””
–– Species/CropSpecies/Crop--specific recommendations developed by crop specific recommendations developed by crop 

expertsexperts
–– TGP/7 TGP/7 ““Development of Test GuidelinesDevelopment of Test Guidelines”” adoptedadopted
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UPOV Structure

ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL 
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and 

Computer 
Programs

COUNCIL

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (TC)

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Working    Group              
on

Biochemical 
and 

Molecular 
Techniques

Technical Working 
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UPOV Structure

ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL 
COMMITTEE

Technical Working 
Party on

Automation 
and 

Computer 
Programs

COUNCIL

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
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and 

Molecular 
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Technical Working 
Party for

Vegetables

Technical Working 
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Technical Working 
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Proposals (e.g. TGP documents, molecular techniques, 
variety denominations etc.)

AdoptionPublication

Enlarged 
Editorial 

Committee

UPOV Structure

ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL 
COMMITTEE

Technical Working 
Party on

Automation 
and 

Computer 
Programs

COUNCIL

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
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Test Guidelines

A
doption

Publication Work 
program
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EXCHANGING INFORMATIONEXCHANGING INFORMATION
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AN OPPORTUNITY AN OPPORTUNITY 

for for 

TRAININGTRAINING
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TWP Venues
TWA TWC TWF TWO TWV BMT

1994 Spain Israel New Zealand Australia UK France

1995 Germany Poland UK Netherlands Netherlands Netherlands

1996 Greece Germany Israel Israel Czech Rep.

1997 Uruguay Hungary Netherlands Denmark Spain United Kingdom

1998 France Belgium Australia New Zealand Poland USA

1999 Canada Finland Slovakia Czech Rep. Germany

2000 Sweden Ukraine Hungary Hungary France France

2001 Mexico Czech Rep. Spain Japan Italy Germany

2002 Brazil Mexico Argentina Ecuador Japan

2003 Japan Denmark Canada Canada Netherlands Japan

2004 Poland Japan
China (workshop)

Germany Germany Rep. of Korea

2005 New Zealand Canada Japan Rep. of Korea Kenya USA

2006 China Kenya Brazil Brazil Mexico Rep. of Korea

2007 Hungary Romania Rep. of Korea China Kenya

2008 South Africa Rep. of Korea Portugal Netherlands Poland Spain

2009 Rep. of Korea USA France European Comm. China

2010 Croatia European Comm. Mexico Mexico Bulgaria Canada
May 24-28 June 28 - July 2 Sept. 27 - Oct. 1 Sept. 20 - 24 July 5 - 9 May 11 - 13
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Technical Committee SessionTechnical Committee Session
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THANK YOU


