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C/XVIII/13 

ORIGINAL: English 

DATE: October 19, 1984 

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PROTECTION Of NEW VARIETIES OF PLANTS 

GENEVA 

COUNCIL 

Eighteenth Ordinary Session 
Geneva, October 17 to 19, 1984 

REPOR'I' ON THE DECISIONS 0F THE; COUNCIL 

adopted by the Council 

Opening of the Session 

1. The Council of the Internatlonal Union for the protection of New Varieties 
of Plants (UPOV) held its eighteenth ordinary session in Geneva from October 17 
to l~, l~b4. 

~. The session was presiaea over by the President of the Council, 
Mr. J. Rigot (Belgium). 

3. The list of participants is attached as Annex I to this report. 

4. A more detailed report will be prepared shortly after the session and will 
be aaoptea by correspondence. 

Adoption of the Agenda 

5. The Council adoptea the agenda as reproduced in dbcUment C/XVIII/l. 

Lectures and Discussions on "Industr ial Patents and Plant Breeders I Rights -
Their Proper Fields and possibilities for Their Demarcation" 

6. The Council devotea its meeting of October 17 to lectures and discussions 
on "Inaustr ial Patents and Plant Breeders I Rights - Their Proper Fielas and 
Possibllities for Their Demarcation." 'l'he proceedings of· this symposium will 
be the subject ot a special publlcation ana wlll also be publlshea in "Plant 
Variety Protection." 

Present Sltuation, Problems Arlslng ana Progress Achi~vea in the Legislative, 
Aaministrative and Technical Fielas 

7. The Council notea the aeC.l.aratlons made unaer this agenda item. 

8. The Council also notea the contents of aocumentsC/XVIII/5, 6, 7 and 8. 
It was mentioned that statlstlcs on the total number of plant patents lssued 
in the United States of America would be publishea in a supplement to document 
C/XVIII/8. Concerning document C/XVIII/7, it was underlined that Belgium, New 
~ealand, Sweden ana Switzerland had now joined the States ~upplying examination 
reports to others in th~ fiamework of cooperation. 
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Report by the President on the work ot the TwentY-Ninth and Thirtieth Sess~ons 
OJ: the Consultative Committee 

9. The Council notea the report on the work of the twenty-ninth session of 
the Consultative Committee as g~ven in paragraph 3 of document C/XVIII/2 Aad., 
ana also the oral report by the Presiaent on the work ot the thirtieth session. 

Report by the Secretary-General on the Activities of the Union in 1983 and in 
the First Nine Months of 1984 

10. The Council unanimously approved the report by the Secretary-General as 
contained in document C/XVIII/2 and in its supplement (document C/XVIII/2 
Aad. ) • 

Report by the Secretary-General on h~s Management and on the Financial Situa­
tion ot the Union ~n 1983 

11. 'l'he Council unanimously approved the report by the Secretary-General as 
contained in document C/XVIII/3. 

Presentation of the Report Concerning the Auditing of the Accounts tor 1983 

12. The Counc~l noted the report contained in document C/XVIII/3, Annex B, 
and approved the accounts of the Union for the year 1983. 

Progress of the Work dfthe Administrative and Legal Committee 

13. The Council unanimously approvea the report on the progress of the work 
of the Administrative and Legal Committee as contained in document C/XVIII/9. 

14. It further noted with approval the plans for the future work of that 
Committee as inaicated in document C/XVIII/9. It agreed to the proposal that 
a small working group, consisting of experts ot member States and the Vice 
Secretary-General, should examine the implications of the development of plant 
biotechnology on the protection ot new plant var ieties. The actual composi­
tion, the terms of reference ana the working procedures of the group would be 
settled by the Administrative and Legal Committee at its next session on the 
basis of a short document to be preparea by the Office of the Union. 

15. The Counc~l adopted the documents presented in the supplements to document 
C/XVIII/9, i.e.: 

(i) the Model Aaministrative Agreement for International Cooperation in the 
Testing of Var ieties, including the note to be added to it in the Collection 
of Important 'I'exts and Documents; 

(ii) the Model Form for an Application for Plant Breeders' Rights, including 
the instructions for converting the model form into national forms; 

(iii) the MOdel Form tor an Application for a Variety Denomination, including 
the ~nstructions for converting the model form into national forms; 

(iv) the uPCN Recommendations fOr variety Denominations (subject to editing 
by the Uffice of the Union). 

Progress of the Work ot the· 'l'echn~cal Committee and of the Technical Working 
Parties 

16. 'l'he Council unanimously approved the report on the progress of the work 
of the 'l'echnical Committee ana of the Technical working Parties as contained 
in document C/XVIII/IU and in its supplement (document C/XVIII/IO Add.). 

17. It notea with approval the plans for their future work as indicated in 
the above-mentioned documents, and it agreed that the Technical Committee 
should also examine at its next session the consequences of the recent 
decision ot the Plant Varietles ana Seeds Tribunal of the United Kingdom in 
the 'Moulin' wheat variety case. 
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Periodicity of BUdgets and Medium Term Plans 

18. The Council decided that biennial budgets and medium term plans should be 
intrOduced as proposed in document C/XVIII/li. 

Examination and Approval of the Program and BUdget of the Union for 1985 

19. Discussions were based on document C/XVIII/4 and on the amended extracts 
therefrom appearing in document C/XVIII/4 Add. 

20. The council approvea the budget 
the Annex to document C/XVIII/4 Add. 
Amer ica voted against and declared 
budget, even as amendea, for failure 
its Government for intergovernmental 
and Israel abstalned. 

of the Union for 1985 as summar ized in 
The delegation of the United states of 

that it could not accept the proposed 
to comply with the fiscal requirements of 
organizations. The delegations of France 

21. beveral delegations stressea the need for economies. The delegation of 
the Netherlanas said that the bUdget for the biennium 1986/1987 should be 
basea on the results of the flnancial year 19&4 and on an inflation rate of 4% 
and that, in its opinion, the bUdget for 1987 could then be fixed at 
1,800,000 Swiss francs. The Secretary-General, supported by several delega­
tions, stressed that economies exceeding the amount resulting from the rate of 
the increases in cost could only be achieved by reducing the program activities 
and that it was for the member States to decide what program activities should 
be discontinued or reduced. The Councll agreed that the Consultative Committee 
should look into this matter and establish guidelines for the 1986/1987 program 
and budget and the first six-year medium term plan at its next session. The 
Secretary-General said that the provisional financial results of the year 1984 
would be available in the March 1985 session of the Consultative Committee. 

22. In view of the success of the symposium held in connection with the pre­
sent Council session and of the great value of such symposia as tools for the 
achievement of the objectives of UPOV, the Council decided that the Consulta­
tive Committee should reconsider the declsion that symposia should be held only 
once every two years in alternation with meetings with international organiza­
tions in order to examine the possibility of organizing a symposium in connec­
tion with the October 1985 session of the Council. 

Calenaar of Meetings in 1985 

23. The Council approved the calendar of meetings for 1985 as appearing in 
Annex II to this document. 

Elections 

24. The Council unanimously electea the following officers for a term of 
office of three years, expiring at the end of the twenty-first ordinary session 
of the Council, in 1987: 

(i) Mr. J. Guiard (France) as Chairman of the Technical Working Party for 
Agricultural Crops; 

(ii) !VIr. F. Schneiaer (Netherlanas) as Chairman of the Technical working 
Party for Fruit Crops; 

(iii) Mr. B. Bar-Tel (Israel) as Chairman of the Technical Working Party for 
Ornamental Plants and Forest Trees; 

(lV) Mr. J. Habben (Feaeral Republic of Germany) as Chairman of the Techni­
cal working Party for Vegetables. 

Other tmsiness 

25. 'I'he Council aeCldeo that tne Consultative Committee should exarrtine at its 
next session the question of inviting observers from intergovernmental organ i­
zatlons to the meetings ot the technical bOdies of UPOV. 

26. 'I'his report was unanimously aaop­
ted ~ the Councilat its meeting of 
October 19, 1~84. 

[Annexes follow] 
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ANNBX I/ANNBXE I/ANLAGE I 

Llb'I' OF PARTICIPAN'I'S/LIS'I'E DES PAR'I'ICIPANTS 
'I'EILNEHMERLISTB 

I • MElV1BER STATES/ETA'I'S MEMBRES/VERBANDSS'I'AATEN 

BELGIUlVVBELGIQUE/BELGIEN 
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lVl. J. RIGOT, Ingenieur en chef, Dlrecteur au Ministere de l'agriculture, 
Manhattan Center, 21, Avenue du Boulevard, 14 e etage, 1000 Bruxelles. 

M. R. D'HOOGH, Ingenieur principal, Chef ae service, "Protection des obten­
tions vegetales," Ministere de l'agriculture, Manhattan Center, 21, Avenue 
au Boulevard, 14e etage, 1000 Bruxelles 

DENMARK/DANEMARK/DANEMARK 

Mr. H. SKOV, Chief of Aaministration, State Plant Production Office, Virum­
gaard, Kongevejen 83, 2800 Lyngby 

lV!r. F. ESPENHAIN, Head of Office, Boara for Plant Novelties, Tystofte, 4230 
Skaelsk¢r 

FRANCE/FRANKREICH 

lVl. M.N. SU10N, Secretaire general, Comite ae la protection des obtentions 
vegetales, 17, avenue de Tourville, 75007 paris 

GERMANY (FED. REP. OF)/ALLElV1AGNE (RBP. FED. D')/DEU'I'SCHLAND (BUNDESREPUBLIK) 

Dr. D. B6RINGER, Prislaent, Bundessortenamt, Postfach 61 04 40, 3000 Hannover 
61 

Dr. E. HEINEN, Ministerialrat, Bundesministeriurn fUr Ernihrung, Lanawirtschaft 
una Forsten, Rochusstrasse 1, 5300 Bonn 

HUNGARY/HONGRIE/UNGARN 

Dr. B. SZALOCZY, Director General, Institute for Plant Cultivation and Quali­
fication, Ministry of Agriculture and Fooa, P.O. Box 93, 1525 Budapest 114 

Dr. J. BOBROVSZKY, Head of Division, Legal and International Department, 
National Office of Inventions, P.O. Box 552, 1370 Buaapest 5 

IRELAND/IRLANDE/IRLAND 

Mr. P.J. 0' LEARY, Controller of Plant Breeders' Rights, Agr iculture House, 
Kildare Street, Dublin 2 

ISRABL 

Dr. lV!. liOFF'NAl:Ii-HADAR, Chauman, Plant Breeaers' Rlghts Council, Agricultural 
Research Organization, Volcani Center, P.O. Box 6, Bet Dagan 50 250 

JAPAN/JAPOl:li/JAPAN 

lVlr. M. 'I'SUCHIYAlV1A, Duector, Seeas and Seedlings Division, Agricultural 
Production Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 
1-2-1, Kasuffilgaseki, Chiyoaa-ku, Tokyo 

Mr. T. KATO, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Japan, 10, avenue de Bude, 
1202 Geneva, Switzerland 
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NETHERLANDS/PAYS-BAS/NIEDERLANDE 

Ivlr. W.F.S. DUFFHUES, Director, Arable Crops ana Horticulture, Ivlinistry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, Bezuiaenhoutseweg 73, The Hague 

Mr. M. HEUVBR, Chairman, Boara for Plant Breeaers' Rights, Nudestraat 11, 
6700 AC Wageningen 

Mr. K.A. FIKKERT, Legal Aaviser, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Bezuiaenhoutseweg 73, The Hague 

NEw ZEALAND/NOUVELLE-ZELANDE/NBUSEBLAND 

Mr. P.N. BAIGENT, Agricultural Counsellor, New Zealand High Commission, New 
Zealand House, Haymarket, London SWIY 4TQ, United Kingdom 

SUUTH AFRICA/AFRIQUE DU SUD/SUDAFRIKA 

Dr. J. LE ROUX, Agricultural Counsellor, South African Embassy, 59, Quai 
a'Orsay, 75007 Paris, France 

Dr. J. GROBLER, Agr icultural Counsellor, South Afr ican Embassy, Trafalgar 
Square, London WC2N 5DP, United Kingaom 

Mr. D.C. LOURENS, Deputy Dlrector, Department of Agr iculture, Division of 
Plant and Seea Control, Private Bag X179, Pretoria 

SPAIN/ESPAGNE/SPANIEN 

Ivi. R. LOPBZ DE BARO Y WOUD, Subairector Tecnico de Laboratorios y Registro 
ae Variedades, Instituto Nacional de Semillas y Plantas de vivero, Jose 
Abasca1 56, 28003 Madrld 

M. J.-M. ELENA ROSSELLO, Jefe del Registro de Variedades, Instituto Nacional 
de Semi lIas y Plantas de Vivero, Jose Abascal 56, 28003 Madrid 

SWEDEN/SUEDE/SCHWEDEN 

Mr. S. MEJEGARD, President ot Division of the Court of Appeal, Armfeltsgatan 
4, 115 34 Stockholm 

Prof. L. KAHRE, Vice-Chairman of the National Plant Variety Board, Statens 
Utsadeskontroll, 171 73 Bolna 

SWI 'l'ZERLAND/SUISSE/SCHWEI Z 

Dr. W. GFELLER, Leiter aes Buros fur Sortenschutz, Bundesamt fur Landwirt­
schatt, Mattenhofstrasse 5, 3003 Bern 

UNITED KlNGDOIv;jROYAUME-UNI/VBREINIG'I'ES KONIGkEICH 

J.IIlr. F.H. GOODWIN, Controller of Plant Variety Rights, Plant Variety Rights 
Office, white House Lane, Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 OLF 

Mr. K.A. MOSTON, Prlncipal, Plant Variety Rights Office, White House Lane, 
Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 OLF 

UNI'l'ED S'l'ATES OF AIvlERICA/E'1'ATS-UNIS D' AMERIQUE/VEREINIGTE STAATEN VON AMERIKA 

Mr. S.D. SCHLOSSER, Attorney, Office 
Affairs, Patent and Trademark 
Washington, D.C. ~0231 

of Legislation and 
Office, Department 

International 
of Commerce, 

S.B. WILLIAMS Jr., Associate Patent Counsel, 
301 Henrietta street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001 

The Upj ohn Company, 
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II • OBSERVER STATES/E'l'A'l'S OBSERVATEURS!BEOBACHTERSTAATEN 

AUSTRIA/AUTRICHE/OSTERREICH 

Dr. J. STEINBERGER, Abteilungsleiter fUr Registrierprufung, Bundesanstalt fUr 
Pflanzenbau, postfach 64, 1201 wi en 

NORWAY/NORVEGE/NUR~EGEN 

Mr. L.R. HANSEN, Head of Aaministration, The National Seed Council, Moerveien 
12, 1430 As 

PERU/PEROU/PERU 

M. A. MASSA, Deuxieme secretaire, Mission permanente au Perou, 63, rue de 
La~sanne, 1202 Geneve, Suisse 

POLAND/P OLOGNE/P OLEN 

M. J. VIRION, Chef-expert au Ministere de l'agriculture et de l'economie 
alimentaire, Ministerstwo Rolnictwa, 30, rue Wspolna, Warszawa 

III. INTERGOVERNl\IiENTAL ORGANIZA'l'IONS/ORGANISA'l'IONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES/ 
ZWISCHENSTAATLICHE ORGANISATIONEN 

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNI'l'Y (EEC) /CO.IVu'1UlIiAUTE ECONO.IVII~UE EUROPEENNE (CEE) / 
EUROPAISCHE WIRTSCHAFTSGEMEINSCHAFT (EWG) 

.lV1. D.N.R. OBST, Aaministrateur principal, 200, rue ae la Loi (Loi 84-7/9), 
1049 Bruxelles, Belgique 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZA'l'ION OF' 'l'HE UNITED NATIONS (FAO)/ORGANISATION DES 
NATIONS UNIES POUR L'ALIMENTATION ET L'AGRICULTURE (FAO)/ERNAHRUNGS- UND 
LANDWIRTSCHAFTSORGANISATION DER VEREIN'l'EN NATIONEN (FAO) 

Dr. W.P. FElb'l'RITZER, Chief, Seea Serv~ce, PlantProQuction ana Protection 
Division, Via delle Terme ai Caracalla, 00100 Roma, Italy 

IV. OFF'ICEkS/ BUREAU/VORSITZ 

Mr. J. RIGOT, President 
Mr. S.D. ~CHLOSSER, Vice-PreSident 

V. OFFICE OF UPOV/BUREAU DE L'UPOV/BURO DER UPOV 

Dr. A. BOGSCH, Secretary-General 
Dr. H. MAST, Vice Secretary-General 
Dr. M.-H. THIELE-WITTIG, Senior Counsellor 
Mr. A. HEITZ, Senior Officer 
Mr. A. WHEELER, Senior Officer 
Nr. K. SHIOYA, Associate Officer 

VI. OFFICE OF WIPO/BUREAU DE L'OMPI/BUkO DER WIPO 

Mr. M. LAGESSE, Controller 

[Annex II follows/ 
L'annexe II suit/ 
Anlage II folgt] 
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Council 

October 17 ana 18 

Consultative Committee 

March 2!1 
October 14 

C/XVIII/13 

ANNEX II 

Dates for Meetings in 1985 

Administrative ana Legal CommIttee 

March 27 and 28 
November 14 and 15 

Technical Committee 

November 12 and 13 

TechnIcal Working Party for Agricultural Crops 

June 5 to 7, Hanover, Federal RepublIc of Germany 
Subgroup on June 4 at the same place 

Technical WorkIng Party on Automation and Computer Programs 

May 8 to 10, WagenIngen, Netherlands 

Technical Working Party for Fruit Crops 

June 19 to 21, Aarslev, Denmark 
Subgroup on June 18 at the same place 

Technical Working party for Ornamental Plants and Forest Trees 

June 25 to 27, Aarslev, Denmark 
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SUbgroups on June 24 at the same place ana at Aars, Denmark 

Technical working Party for Vegetables 

July 9 to 12, Cambridge, United Kingdom 
Subgroup July 8 at the same place 

Meeting with InternatIonal Organizations 

October 15 and 16 

[Ena of document] 
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