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INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PROTECTION OF NEW VARIETIES Of PLANTS 

GENEVA 

COUNCIL 

Eighteenth Ordinary Session 
Geneva, October 17 to 19, J~84 

REPCiR'l' ON ACTIVI'l'IES DURING 'l'ME FIRS'l' NINE ~lON'l'HSOF H84 

~emoranaum of the Secretary-Gene~~1 

I. STATE OF ThE UNION 

1. In the first nine months of 1984, two member States expressed their con­
sent to be bound by the Revised Act of October 23, 1978, of the International 
Conventlon for the Protection of New Varieties of P~ants (hereinatter referrea 
to as "the 1978 Act"i, namely ISrael by the deposit;,Q~ April 12, 1984~ of its 
instrument of acceSSlon and the Netherlanas by the depRsit, on August 2, 1984, 
of its instrument of acceptance • The number of States bound by the 1978 Act 
as OE September 30, 1984, was thlrteen. " 

2. On l:ieptember ::!U, 19&4, the Union compr isea the following 17 member 
States (parties to thei978 Act are indicatea by an a~terisk): 

Belglum 
Denmark* 
France* 
Germany (Feaeral Republic ot) 
Hungary* 
Irelana* 
Israel* 
Italy 
Japan* 

II. SEl:iSICiNS 

Netherlanas* 
New Zealana* 
South Afrlca* 
Spain 
Sweden* 
Switzerlana* 
Uni tea Kingaoul* 
Unitea States of America* 

3. The Consultative Committee hela its twenty-ninth session on Aprll 6, 
1984, unaer the chairmanship of Mr. J. Rigot (Belgium). The session was 
mainly devotea to a a~tailed aiscussion of the program needs ana finances of 
the Union and possibilities for further rationalizing. the work of the Council 
ot: UPUV ana lts commlttees, ana to preparatlons for the celebration in 1986 of 
the 25th Anniversary of the signing of the UPOV Convention. 
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4. As far as the work of thE: Aaminl.strative ana Legal Committee is con-
cernea, reference is made to aocument C/XVIII/9 and l.ts addenda. 

5. As far as the work of the Technical Committee ana the Technical Working 
Parties is concerned, reference is made to aocument C/XVIII/IO ana its 
addenaum. 

III. CUNTACTS WITH STATES A~D ORGANIZATIONS 

6. In January 1984 ,the Vice 5ecretary-General participated in a meeting of 
the International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH), held in 
Ber lin and, in March ,.in a meE:ting between AIPH and the International Com­
munl.ty of Breeaers of Asexually Reproaucea Fruit Tree and Ornamental Varieties 
(CIOPORA), held in Par is. Tbe discussions mainly concerned growers' con­
tracts. No agreement has been reachea so far between AIPH ana CIOPORA on that 
question, and it is unaerstood that negotiations are.continuing. 

7. In I>'lay 1984, the Vice Secretary-General participated in the sixtieth 
Congress of the International Feaeration .of the Seed Trade (FIS) , held in 
Copenhagen. At that Congress, James W. Chaney (Agrigenetics Corporation, 
united States of America) was elected as the new President of FIS. 
Simon J. Sluis (Royal Sluis, Netherlands) took over the chairmanship of the 
Vegetable Seed Section, Goetz von Engelbrechten (Lochow-Petkus, Federal Repub­
lic of Germany) that of the Cereal Seed Section and James L. Carnes (Inter­
national Seeas Inc., United States of America) that of the Forage Seed Section. 
Also at that Congress, FIS awardea for the first tl.me the "FIS Worla Seed 
Prize." The award was made to Johnson E. Douglas, International Center for 
Tropical Agr iculture (CIAT), Cali, Colombl.a, who compiled and edited the book 
"Successful Seed Programs; a Planning and ti!anagement Guide." . 

8. Immediately following the FIS Congress, the PreSl.dent of the Council of 
UPOV together wl.th the Vice Secretary-General participated in the Congress of 
the International Association of Plant Breeders for the Protection of Plant 
Varieties (ASSINSEL) , also hela in Copenhagen. One of the major subjects dis­
cussea at that Congress was the impact of genetic engineer ing on plant bree­
ders' rights. Also at that Congress, two motions addressed to UPOV were adop­
teo: one, relatl.ng to maize hybridS, will be conSl.aerea by the Technical Com­
mittee at its next session in November this year and is reproduced in the Annex 
to document TC/XX/7; the other, relatl.ng to var iety denominations, will be 
considered by the Council at its current session and is reproduced in Annex III 
to document C/XVIII/9 Aaa.2. 

9. In September 1984, the Vice secretary-General reaa a paper on "Minimum 
Distances between Varieties" at the Plant Variety Rights Conference organized 
by the Faculty of Law, Southampton University ana held in Cambridge, United 
Kingdom. Some eighteen papers were read at the Conference. Among the speakers 
were Ms. J. Allfrey of the UK Plant Variety Rights Office, Mr. R. Royon, 
Secretary General of CIOPORA and Dr. R. Macer of the Plant Royalty Bureau. 

10. Also in September 1984, the Vice Secretary-General read a paper on "The 
naming of plants unaer the UPOV Convention" at the International Symposium on 
Infraspecific Classification of Wila and Cultivated Plants organizea by the 
Systematics Association and held in Oxford, United Kingdom. Twenty-eight 
papers were reaa at the Symposium. The speakers includea Mr. F .H. Goodwin, 
Controller of the UK Plant Variety Rights Office, Dr. J.T. Williams, Executive 
Secretary of the International Boaru for Plant Genetic Resources (IBPGR) and 
four of the speakers at UPOV's 1983 Symposium on Nomenclature, namely 
Ir. W.A. Branaenburg, Mr. C.D. BriCKE:ll ana Mr. F. Schneider. 
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11. Also during the perioo unCler review, a number of persons visiteo the 
Office of the Union to inform themselves on plant variety protection matters. 
The following visits were of particular note: 

(~) in February 1984, the Vice secretary-General received a visit from 
Mr. P.M. Thomas of the Policy Branch of the Australian. Patent, TraCle Marks and 
Designs Oft~ce, Wooen, who informed h~m that the Senate S'tanding Committee on 
National Resources haa complet~d its report on the Plant, Var iety Protection 
Bill. The repor t has been publishea in May under .the title "I>lant Var iety 
Rights" by the Australian Government Publishing Serv~ce in Canberra (ISBN 
064402925U); 

(i~) in May 1984, he was visiteCl by Dr. R.B. Wynn-Williams of the Depart-
ment of Scientific an~ Industrial Research, New Zealand, and exchanged views 
with him on the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources adopted 
the previous November by the Conference of the Fooaand Agriculture Organiza­
tion of the UniteCl Nations (FAO); 

(~ii) also in May 1984, he was vis~teo by Dr., E.J. Fuentes, Head of the 
Technical Seed Unit at the Chilean Ministry of Agriculture, who was accompanied 
by Mr. P. Barros, First Secretary at the Permanent Mission of Chile in Geneva, 
and there was a continuation of the discl.lssions on the possibility of Chile 
becoming a member. of UPOV; 

(iv) in August 1984, he was visiteo by Mr. Ozeki, a journalist with the 
Japanese newspaper "Asahi Shimbun," who intended to write one or more articles 
on the sUbJect ot genetic eng~neering ana plant breeaers' rights; 

(v) also in August 1984, Dr. R. Troost, Secretary to the Horticultural 
Seed Trade Association of the Netherlands (NTZ) visited him to introduce his 
successor Dr. J.A.J.M. Geertman. 

[End of document] 
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