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C/XVI/17 ( UPOV) 
ORIGINAL: English 

DATE: October 15, 1982 

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PROTECTION OF NEW VARIETIES OF PLANTS 

GENEVA 

COUNCIL 

Sixteenth Ordinary Session 
Geneva, October 13 to 15, 1982 

REPORT ON THE DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL 

adopted by the Council 

2l?ening of the Session 

1. The Council of the International Union for the protection of New Vari
eties of plants (UPOV) held its sixteenth ordinary session in Geneva from 
October 13 to 15~ 1982. 

2. The session was presided over by the President of the Council, 
Dr. W. Gfeller (Switzerland). 

3. The list of participants is attached as Annex t to this document. 

4. A more detailed report will be prepared shortl y after the session and 
will be adopted by correspondence. 

~doption of the Agenda 

5. The Council adopted the agenda as appearing in document C/XVI/l. 

Lectures and Discussions on "Genetic Engineering and Plant Breeding" 

6. The Council devoted its meeting of October 13 to lectures and discussions 
on "Genetic Engineering and Plant Breeding." The proceedings of this sympo
sium will form the subject of a special publication and will also be published 
in "Plant variety Protection. n 

Present Situation, problems Arising and Progress Achieved in the LeQislative, 
Administrative and Technical Field~ 

7. The Council noted the declarations made under this agenda item. 

8. The Council also noted the contents of documents C/XVI/5, 6, 7 and 8. 
The Delegation of Denmark having questioned the usefulness of the said docu
ments, the Council agreed to refer the matter to the Consultative Committee 
for discussion, after having noted that some delegations, in particular the 
Delegation of Japan, were very interested in receiving as much information as 
possible. 
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Report by the president on the Work of the Twenty-Fifth and Twenty-Sixth Ses
s~ons of the consuitative committee 

9. The Council noted the report on the work of the twenty-f ifth session of 
the Consultative Committee as appearing in paragraph 2 of document 
C/XVI/2 Add., and also the oral report by the President on the work of the 
twenty-sixth session, where the following decisions had been taken, in partic
ular: the discussions on the theme of the next symposium and on the usefulness 
of holding symposia in connection with ordinary sessions of the Council were 
deferred until the closing of the symposium held in connection with the pres
ent session~ some amendments were proposed to the Agreements, Regulations and 
Rules under the 1978 Text of the UPOV Convention (to be dealt with by the 
Council under item 11 of the agenda); the Association of Plant Breeders of 
the European Economic Community (COMASSO) was to be invited to all meetings to 
which professional organizations were usually invited, while the National 
Association of Plant Patent Owners (NAPPO) was to be invited to the informa
tion meeting with international non-governmental organizations to be held on 
November 15, 1982. 

Report. by the SecJ;:etary-General on the Activities of the Union in 1981 and in 
the FiJ:;St Nine Months of 1982 

lD. The Council unanimously approved the report by the Secretary-General as 
contained in document C/XVI/2 and in its supplement (document C/XVI/2 Add.) • 
In introducing these documents, the Vice secretary-General drew attention to 
the increasing interest shown by the legal profession in plant variety pro
tection. 

Report by the Secretary-General on his Management and the Financial situation 
of theUn~on in 1981 . .. 

11. The Council unanimously approved the report by the Secretary-General con
tained in'document C/XVI/3 and congratulated him on his cost-effective manage~ 
ment. 

Presentation of the Report Concerning the Auditing of the Accounts for 1981 

12. The Council noted the report contained in document C/XVI/3, Annex B, and 
approved the accounts of the Union for the year 1981. 

Progress of the Work of the Administrative and Legal Committee 

13. The Counc il unanimousl y approved the report on the progress of the work 
of the Administrative and Legal Committee as contained in document C/XVI/9 and 
asked the Delegation of the united Kingdom to convey its gratitude to 
Mr. P.W. Murphy, who had chaired that Committee since the fourteenth ordinary 
session of the Council (1980) and had now taken over other functions at the 
national level. The Council unanimously elected Mr. M. Heuver (Netherlands) 
as Chairman of the Committee for a term of three years, expiring at the end of 
the nineteenth ordinary session of the Council, in 1985. 

14. It further noted with approval the ~lans for the future work of that Com
mittee as indicated in document C/XVI/9, subject to the following: 

(i) A joint meeting with the Technical Committee would be held on the 
afternoon of November 17, 1982, to discuss the questions of "Minimum Distances 
Between Varieties" and of the "List of Classes for Variety Denomination Pur~ 
poses" (and would replace the meeting of a subgroup of the Technical Committee 
which was to discuss the latter topic); 

(i i) The Consultative Committee would decide whether the "Recommenda-
tions for the Selection of Variety Denominations by Applicants for Plant 
Breeders' Rights, for the Decision by the Authorities on the Registrability of 
Variety Denominations and for the Administrative procedure" would be the 
second subject of discussions at the hearing of the international non-govern
mental organizations scheduled to be held on November 9 and 10, 1983. 
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Progress of the Work of the Technical Cqmmitteeand of the. Technical Workins 
Partles 

15. The Council unanimously apprqved tl'le report on the 
of the Technical Committee and of the Technical working 
in document C/XVI/IO and in its supplement (document 
expressed its gratitude to the chairmen of those bodies. 

progress of the work 
Parties as contained 
C/XVI/IO Add.) I and 

16. It noted with approval the plans for their fllture wqrk as indicated in 
the above-mentioned documents. It fllrthet noted that Denmark, the Federal 
Republic of Germany and Japan were involved in various ptqgrallls relating t.o 
colorimetry and color charts and that the Technical Committee would serve as 
the forum for coordinating experience acquired in that Clrea as soon as tClngi
ble results had been obtained. 

Agreements, Regulations and Rules under th.e 1978 Text of the UPOV Convention 

17. Discussions were based on. documents C/XVI/ll, 13 and 14. 

18. Draft Agreelllent between WIPO and Ol?PV: The Council approved the· text as 
appearing in the Annex todocurrient C/KI1I/ll, subject to the replacement in the 
English text of At.ticle 8 (2) of "Selection Committee" by "Appqintment and 
promotion Bo.ard" and of "Joint Consulta.tive Committee of WIPQ" by "Joint Advi
sory Committee of WIPO." It alsO approved thepropolilalsmade in paragraph 4 
of that document concerning the procedure for conclusion of the Agreement with 
WIPO. 

19. The Council finally noted that the entry into force of the new Agreement 
would render obsolete the present Rules of prooedure for Technical and Admin
istrative Cooperation between the Union for. t.he protection of New Varieties of 
Plants and the World Intellectual Property Organi~ation, as approved by the 
Government of the Swiss Contederation (OPOV/INF/4, Part I), as well as other 
rules based on them, sllch as the Administrative Regulations (UPOV/INF/4, 
part IV). It agreed, however, that related decisions taken under the present 
Rules would remain effective. 

20. Rules of procedUre. oftheCounci1: The Council unanimoUsly aPproved its 
new Rules of Procedure as contained in the Annex to document C/Xvt/13 (which 
were to replace the Rules reproduced in Part II of document. OPOV /INF/4), sub
ject to the amendment of Rule 8 to read as follows: 

"The Vice Secretary-General of UPOV, or a staff member of the Ul?OV 
Office deSignated by the Vice Secretary-Gen.eral., shall act as secretary 
of the CounciL " 

It was also understood that the Office of the Union would mak. every effort to 
ensure that, in particular, the document containing the· draft program and 
budget was to be transmitted two months in advance of the starting date of the 
session of the Council. at which it was to be considered. 

21. Headquarters Agreement: The COUncil responded positively, by unanimous 
decision, to the invitations appearing in paragraphs 4 and 5 of document 
C/XVI/14. 

Examina.tion and Approval of the program and Budget. of 1::..h. Union for 1983 

22. Discussions were based on document C/XVI/4 and on the amended extracts 
thereof appearing in Annex II to this document. 

23. The Council unanimously approved the budget of the union for 1983 and the 
annual contributions of member States as. appearing in Annex II to this docu
ment. 

24. Concerning the program of the Union for 1983, the Council decided the 
following: 
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(i) in the Introduction, paragraph 2 (vii) (Program)' was amended to 
read: "to cooperate with national governments and international organizations 
in explaining the protection of plant breeders' rights"~ 

(ii) in paragraphs 7.A(v) and (vi) (Salaries and Common Staff Costs), 
the word "possible" was introduced before both "increase" and "increases"~ 

(iii) the end of paragraph 7.B (b) (Travel on Official Business - Third 
part y Travel) was amended to read: "and to the provision for the possible 
attendance ofa Council member at the Panamerican Seed Seminar (6,000 francs)" 
(item UV.Ol being amended accordingl~ ; 

(iv) in paragraph 7.C (a) (Contractual Services - Conferences), provision 
was made for one meeting of the Technical Committee instead of two (item UV.03 
being amended accordingly); 

(v) in paragraph 7.F (Furniture and Equipment), provision was made for 
the rental rather than the purchase of an additional word processing work
station; 

(vi) in Chapter II (Program and Expenses), item UV.04 (Technical Working 
Parties) would also provide for a possible meeting of statisticians and ex
perts to develop anticipated discussions on the possibilities for harmonizing 
the application of electronic data processing by the testing authorities of 
member States; 

(vii) in item UV.05 bis (Hearing of Non-Governmental Organizations), pro-
vision was made for two meeting days instead of three. 

25. Changes in the figures appearing in the Introduction and in Chapter II of 
the Draft Program and Budget for 1983 (document C/XVI/4) are not recorded in 
detail in this report as they can be deduced from the tables appearing in 
Annex II to this document. 

Calendar of Meetings in 1983 

26. The Council approved the calendar of meetings for 1983 as appearing in 
document C/XVI/l2 Rev. 

1983 Symposium 

27. The Council decided that a symposium should be held on the opening day of 
the seventeenth ordinary session of the Council and should be devoted to lec
tures and discussion on the theme "Nomenclature." 

28. This report was unanimously 
adopted by the Council at lots 
~eetingon October 15, 1982. 

{Annexes follow] 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS/LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS/TEILNEHMERLISTE 

I. MEMBER STATES/ETATS MEMBRES/VERBANOSSTAATEN 

BELGIUM/BELGIQUE/BELGIEN 

M. J. RIGOT, Ingenieur en chef, Oirecteur, Ministere de l'agriculture, 
36 rue de Stassart, 1050 Bruxelles 

M. R. O'HOOOH, Ingenieur principal, Chef de service, "protection des 
obtentions vegetales," Ministere de l'agriculture, 36 rue de Stassart, 
1050 Bruxelles . 

OENMARK/DANEMARK/DANEMARK 

Mr. H. SKOV, Chief of Administration, Statens Planteavlskontor, Virumgaard, 
Kongevejen 83, 2800 Lyngby 

Mr. F. ESPENHAIN, Head of Office, Pla.ntenyhedsnaevnet, Tystofte, 4230 
Skaelsk¢r 

FRANCE/FRANKREIca 

M. Y.P. VAN HAECKE, Sous-directeur des production vegetales, Ministere de 
l' Agriculture, 3 rue Barbet-de-Jouy, 75007 Paris 

M. M. SIMON, Secretaire general, Comita de 151 protection des' obtentions 
vegetales, 11, rue Jean Nicot, 75007 Paris 

M. ~. HUTIN, Oirecteur du Groupe d'etudes et de controle des variates et 
des semences, INRA/GEVES I La Miniere, 78280 Guyancourt 

GERMANY (FED. REP. OF)/ALLEMAGNE (REP. FED. OIl/DEUTSCHLAND (BUNDESREPUBLIK) 

Dr. O. BORINGER, Prasident, Bundessortenamt, Osterfelddamm 80, 
3000 Hannover 61 

Mr. W. BURR, Regierungsdirektor, Bundesministerium fur Ernahrung, 
Landwirtschaft una Forsten, Rochusstrasse 1, 5300 Bonn 

lRELANO/IRLANDE/IRLANO 

Mr. J. MULLIN, Controller of Plant Breeders' Rights, Agriculture House, 
Kildare Street, Dublin 2 

.!.~ 

Mr. M. SHATON, First Secretary for Economic Affairs, Permanent Mission of 
Israel, 9 chemin Bonvent, 1216 Cointrin/GE, Switzerland 

ITALY/ITALIE/ITALIEN 

Dr. B. PALESTINI, Chief Inspector, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 
General Directorate of Agricultural Production, Via XX Settembre, 20, 
00187 Rome 
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JAPAN/JAPON/JAPAN 
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Mr. R. YOSHIMURA, Director, Seeds and Seedlings Division, Agricultural 
Production Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 

Mr. T. KATO, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Japan, 10, avenue de 
Bude, 1202 Geneva 

NETHERLANDS/PAYS-BAS/NIEDERLANDE 

Mr. W.F.S. DUFFHUES, Director, Arable Crops, Horticulture, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, Bezuidenhoutseweg 73, The Hague 

Mr. M. HEUVER, Chairman, Board for Plant Breeders' Rights, Nudestraat 11, 
6140 Wageningen 

Mr. K.A. FIKKERT, Legal Adviser, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Bezuidenhoutseweg 73, The Hague 

NEW ZEALAND/NOUVELLE-ZELANDE/NEUSEELAND 

Mr. J.B. JACKMAN, Agricultural Counsellor, New Zealand High Commission, New 
Zealand House, Haymarket, London SWI Y4TQ 

SOUTH AFRICA/AFRIQUE DU SUD/SUDAFRIKA 

Mr. J.F. VAN WYK, Director, Division of Plant and Seed Control, Department 
of Agriculture, Private Bag X179, pretOria 0001 

Dr. J. LE ROUX, Agricul,.tural Attache, South African Embassy, 59, Quai 
d'Orsay, 75007 Paris 

SPAUVESPAGNE/SPANIEN 

Dr. F. MIRANDA DE LARRA Y ONIS, Director, Instituto Nacional de Semillas y 
Plantas de Vivero, Jose Abascal 56, Madrid 3 

M. R. LOPEZ DE HARO Y WOOD, Subdirector Tecnico de Laboratorios y Registro 
de Variedades Comerciales, Instituto Nacional de Semillas y plantas de 
Vivero, Jose Abascal 5~, Madrid 3 

SWEDEN/SUEDE/SCHWEDEN 

Mr. S. MEJEGARD, President of Division of the Court of Appeal, Svea Hovratt, 
Box 2290, 103 17 Stockholm 

Mr. L. KAHRE, Vice-Chairman of the National Plant variety Board, Statens 
Utsadeskontroll, 171 73 Solna 

SWI TZERLAND/SUIS SE/SCHWEIZ 

Dr. W. GFELLER, Leiter des BUros fUr Sortenschutz, Bundesamt fUr 
Landwirtschaft, Mattenhofstrasse 5, 3003 Bern 

M. R. GUY, Station federale de recherches agronomiques de Changins, 
1260 Nyon 
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UNITED KINGDOM/ROYAOME:-UNI/VEREINIGTES KONIGREICH 

Mr. F.H. GOODWIN, Controller, Plant Variety Rights Office, White House Lane, 
Hunti.ngdon Road, cambridge CB3 OLF 

Mr. A.F. KELLY, peputy Director, National Institute of Agricultural Botany, 
Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 OLE 

ONlTED STATES OF l\MERICWETATS-UNIS D I AMER!QUE/VEm::INIGTE. STA.ATEN. VON AMEIUKA 

Mr. S.D. SCHLOSSER, Attorney, Oftice of Legislation and International 
Affairs, Patent and Trademark Office, Department of Commerce, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Mr. S.B. WILLIAMS, Jr., Attorney, The Upjohn Company, 301 Henrietta Street, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49001 

I I. OBSERVERS/OBSli!RVATEURS(BEOBACHTER 

AUSTR!NAUTRICHE/OSTER~ICH 

Prof. Dr. R. MEINX, Direktor, Bundesanstalt fur Pflanzenbau und Samenprufung, 
Wien II, Alliiertenstrasse 1 

BRAZIL/BRESIb!BRASILIEN 

Dr. L.A.B. DE CASTRO, Genetic Engineering Coordinator, EMBRAPA-C.eNARGBN., 
C.P. 102372 Brasilia D.F. 

£,ANADA/KANADA 

Mr. W. BRADNOCK, Director, Seed Section, Agriculture Canada, R.W. Neatby 
Buildin9, 960 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, Ontado K1AOC5 

CHILE/CHILI/CHILE 

M. P. BARROS, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Chile, 56, rue 
Moillebeau, 1211 Geneva 

EGYPT/EGYPTE/AGYPT.eN 

Prof. F.A. EL-FIKY, Faculty of Agriculture, Department of Genetics, Azhar 
oniversity, Cairo 

HUNGARY /HONGRI E/UNGARN 

Mr. J. BOSROVSZKY, General Director, Legal and International Department, 
National Office of Inventions, Garibaldi 2, Budapest, V. 

M. A. VAEZ ZADEH, Responsable de section de recherches agronomiques, 
Institut d'amelioration des plantes, Karaj 

IVORY COAST/COTE D'IVOIRE/ELFENBEINKUSTE 

M. B.B. N'DRI, Directeur du projet soja, Ministere de l'agriculture, B.P. 
V 7, Abidjan 

M. N. NOGBOU, Directeur de l'Administration centrale, Ministere de 
l'agriculture, B.P. V 7, Abidjan 
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Mr. L.R. HANSEN, Chief of Administration, The National Seed Council, 
Moerveien 12, 1430 As 

PANAMA 

Mrs. C. DE VASQUEZ, Scientific Advisor, Permanent Mission of panama, 63, rue de 
Lausanne, 1202 Geneva 

POLAND/POLOGNE/POLEN 

M. J. VIRION, Chef-expert, Ministerstwo Rolnictwa i Gospodarki Zywnosciowej, 
ul. Wspolna 30, Warszawa 

SOVIEf U~ION/UNION SOVIETIQUE/SOWJETUNION 

Mr. Y. GYRDYMOV, Deputy Director, External Relations Department, USSR State 
Committee for Inventions and Discoveries, M. Cherkassky per. 2/6, MOscow 
(Centre) 

I II. INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS/ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES/ 
ZWISCHENSTAATLICHE ORGANISATIONEN 

EUROpEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (E:EC)/COMMUNAUTE ECONOMIQUE EUROPEENNE (CEE)/ 
EUROPAISCHE WIRTSCHAFTSGEMEINSCHAFT (EWG) 

M. D.-M.R. OBST, Administrateur principal, COnilllission des Communautes 
Europeennes, 200, rue de la toi (Loi 84-7/9), 1049 Bruxelles, Belgique 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF. THE ,UNITED NATIONS (FAO)jORGANISATION DES 
NAfIONS UNIES POUR L'ALIMENTATION ET L'AGRICULTURE (FAOl/ERNAHRUNGS- UNO LAND
WIRT$CHAFTSO RGAN I SAT ION DER VEREINTEN NATIONEN . (FAO) 

Dr. W.P. FEISTRITZER, Chief, Seed Service, Plant Production and Protection 
Division, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy 

IV. OFFICERS/BUREAU/VORSITZ 

Dr. W. GFELLER, president 
Mr. J. RIGOT, Vice-President 

V. OFFICE OF UPOV /BUREAU DE L' UPOV /BURO DER UPOV 

Dr. A. BOGSCH, Secretary-General 
Dr. H. MAST, Vice Secretary-General 
Dr. M.-H. THIELE-WITTIG, Senior Counsellor 
Mr. A. WHEELER, Senior Officer 
Mr. A. HEITZ, Senior Officer 

[Annex II follows/ 
L'annexe ~I suit/ 
Anlage II folgt] 



1981 
Actual 

l,.,228 

3 
2.5 

7 -1,263 
:::-#=== 

725 

23 

6 

41 

61;1 

30 

2 

8 

1 

904 

35.9 

1,263 

1982 
Ad9pted 
l.ludiet 

1,390 

5 
20 

~ 

1.415 
:-==-: 

807 

33 

4 

43 

74 

4 

32 

4 

2 

26 
~ 

1,029 

386 --1, US 
==:;== 
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CHAPTER I ·~SlJMMAR:t' OF BUDGET AND COHPAIUSONS 

(eKpressedin thOusands of francS) 

INCOME 

Contributi'Ons 

Other InCome 

- publica ti'Ons 
,. Mis.cellaneous 

Utilization 'Of Reserve Fund 

UV.09 .staff~ Salaries and Common Staff C'Osts 

'l'ravel on Offtcial llIusineS~H 

UV.04 
W.08 

UV.Ol 

. uv.Ol 
UV.02 
UV.Ol 
UV.04 
UV.OS 

Missions (Staff] 

Te'ehnical Y40rking parties 
Contacts With GQvernments and 
Organ izatiot1S 
SUD-tQtal 

Third party Travel (non-sta.ff] 
-~~~~----~--~--~--
Council ; mi!mbers 

; Sympo$ium s,peakers 
Sup-total. 

Contractual Services; 

Conference$ 
----~.---.--

Council 
Consultative Committee 
Technical committee 

uv.OS bis-

Techntcal working Parties 
Administrative and Legal committee 
Hearing 

UV.06 

UV.06 

Sub-total 

pr in ting ~ In.forma tion and Documenta tion 

Othet ~ Information and Documentation 

UV.IO GeneralOperat.in9Exgenses~ Rental of 
Premises . 

UV.1O SUP1?liesandM.ateJ;iC!ls 

.UV.lO Furniture al'ldEauiement 

UV.10 OthetExnnses 

Sub .. total~ EXP.ENSF;S PROPER TO UPOV 

*UV.ll CQrnmOn Expenses 

TO'l'AL EXPENSES 

-:J::%'-··S 

25 

10 
9 

))3'1 
1 

~b 

. \.l>t$D!.t·co<:. 74oYL.t\,)"';h:;,,!.~J~~ 
-ta} ~"the value of the contribution unit..,...>iioepU=igraph 8 a~ 

0747 

1983 
propos.oQ 

B\,ldget 

5 
26 

933 

66 

4 

37 

2 

-i:ot5 

11 

i,18l 1\ $:' 

382 

1,563 {'5'~':' 

* ExcluSive of UPOV's share in the WI?O common income which is included ul'lder "Other Income -
Miscellaneous,· above. 
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1981 
Actual 

64,650 

64,650 

215,500 

215,500 

21,550 

86,200 

129,300 

43,100 

43,100 

64,650 

64,650 

215,500 

1,228,350 

========= 
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EXTRACTS FROM DOCUMENT C/XVI/4, AS AMENDED 

C!XVI!4 

ANNEX B 

YEARLY CONTRIBUTIONS OF MEMBER STATES 

(expr'essed in Swiss francs) 

• 

,Number 
1982 of Units 

Actual Member States (1983) 

58.732 Belgium 1.5 

58,732 Denmark t '1.<;' J.,..-tr 

195,775 France 5.0 

195,775 Germany, Federal Republic of 5.0 

39,155 Ireland 1.0 

19,577 Israel 0.5 

78,310 Italy 2.0 

Japan 5.0 

117,465 Netherlands 3.0 

39,155 New Zealand 1.0 

39,155 South Africa 1.0 

39,155 Spain 1.0 

58,732 Sweden 1.5 

58,732 Sw i tz er land 1.5 

195,775 United Kingdom 5.0 

195,775 Unit~d States of America 5.0 

1,390,000 ~, ~,53~,eee 

====.::;;:=== 
40.2.5" 

==== ========= 

[End of Annex B and of document] 

[End of document] 
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