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Opening of the session

	The Council of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) held its thirty-third extraordinary session in Geneva on the afternoon of March 17, 2015, chaired by Mr. Luis Salaices (Spain), President of the Council.

	The list of participants is reproduced in Annex I to this report. 

	The session was opened by the President, who welcomed the participants.


Adoption of the agenda

	The Council adopted the revised draft agenda, as proposed in document C(Extr.)/33/1 Rev.2.


Adoption of documents

UPOV/EXN/PPM/1	Explanatory Notes on Propagating Material under the UPOV Convention 

	The Council noted that the Consultative Committee had considered documents C(Extr.)/33/2, UPOV/EXN/PPM/1 Draft 6 and UPOV/INF‑EXN/9 Draft 1 and that the following suggestions had been made to modify the text:

	[bookmark: _Toc443307096]“FACTORS THAT MIGHT BE HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED IN RELATION TO PROPAGATING MATERIAL

“The UPOV Convention does not provide a definition of ‘propagating material’.  Propagating material encompasses reproductive and vegetative propagating material.  The following are non-exhaustive examples of factors that have been considered by members of the Union in relation to whether material is propagating material:

[…]

(ii)	whether the material has been or may be used to propagate the variety;

(iii)	whether the material is capable of producing entire plants of the variety and is factually used for propagating purposes;
[…]”


	The Council agreed that it would not be possible to adopt document UPOV/EXN/PPM/1 “Explanatory Notes on Propagating Material under the UPOV Convention”, on the basis of document UPOV/EXN/PPM/1 Draft 6, and requested the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ) to consider document UPOV/EXN/PPM/1 Draft 6 at its seventy-third session, to be held in October 2016.  The Council agreed that the comments made on document UPOV/EXN/PPM/1 Draft 6, by the Consultative Committee at its ninety-first session and at the “Seminar on Propagating and Harvested Material in the context of the UPOV Convention”, to be held in Geneva on October 24, 2016, should be considered by the CAJ in conjunction with document UPOV/EXN/PPM/1 Draft 6.


Report by the President on the work of the ninety-first session of the Consultative Committee; adoption of recommendations, if any, prepared by that Committee 

	The Council considered document C(Extr.)/33/3 

	Based on the recommendations of the Consultative Committee, the Council:

	(a)	with the agreement of the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) (see Article 8(1) of the WIPO/UPOV Agreement), decided to make an exception for Ms. Hend Madhour, in relation to Staff Regulation 4.16 (a), to provide for a maximum additional two-year extension of the temporary appointment of Ms. Madhour in order for her to continue her functions in relation to the “Electronic application form project” (EAF Project);

	(b)	decided to establish a separate UPOV bank account to hold funds allocated for financing UPOV’s After-Service Health Insurance (ASHI) liability, and that the amount represented by the provisions for ASHI obligations at the end of the 2014‑2015 biennium, together with the balance from the 6 per cent charge after deduction of the respective biennium’s payments, if any, be transferred to that account starting from the 2016-2017 biennium and to apply to that account the investment policy that WIPO applied to the account for financing WIPO’s ASHI liability;

	(c)	approved the organization of a “Symposium on possible interrelations between the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) and the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV Convention)”, to be held at UPOV Headquarters in Geneva, on October 26, 2016, as set out in document C(Extr.)/33/3, paragraphs 28 and 29;  and

	(d)	approved the draft program for the “Seminar on Propagating and Harvested Material 
in the context of the UPOV Convention,” to be held in Geneva on October 24, 2016, as set out in document C(Extr.)/33/3, paragraphs 30 to 32, and its Annex.


Calendar of Meetings in 2016

	The Council considered document C(Extr.)/33/4.

	The Council agreed to the proposed change of venue of the forty‑fifth session of the Technical Working Party for Agricultural Crops (TWA), to be held from July 11 to July 15, 2016 in Mexico, from Queretaro to Mexico City, and approved a revision of document C/49/8 Rev. “Calendar of Meetings in 2016” to reflect that change.

	The Council agreed to include the following proposed meetings in the revision of document C/49/8 Rev. “Calendar of Meetings in 2016”, as follows:

	(a)	the Eighth Meeting on the Development of a Prototype Electronic Form, to be held in the evening of October 24;

	(b)	the Second Meeting of the Working Group on Variety Denominations (WG-DEN), to be held in the evening of October 25;

	(c)	the “Symposium on possible interrelations between the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) and the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV Convention)”, to be held on October 26;

	(d)	the First Meeting of the Working Group on a Possible International System of Cooperation (ISC‑WG), to be held in the evening of October 27.


Press Release 

	The Council considered document C(Extr.)/33/5.

	The Council considered and approved the draft press release that was distributed at the end of its thirty-third extraordinary session (see document C(Extr.)/33/5).  The press release approved by the Council is reproduced in Annex II to this report.

	This report was adopted by the Council at the close of its session, on March 17, 2016.
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Ricardo ZANATTA MACHADO, Fiscal Federal Agropecuário, Coordinador del SNPC, Servicio Nacional de Proteção de Cultivares (SNPC), Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuária e Abastecimento, Brasilia
(e-mail: ricardo.machado@agricultura.gov.br) 
CANADA / CANADA / KANADA / CANADÁ
Anthony PARKER, Commissioner, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), Ottawa
(e-mail: anthony.parker@inspection.gc.ca) 
CHILI / CHILE / CHILE / CHILE
Guillermo Federico APARICIO MUÑOZ, Jefe División Semillas Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG), División Semillas, Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero (SAG), Santiago de Chile 
(e-mail: guillermo.aparicio@sag.gob.cl) 
Manuel TORO UGALDE, Jefe Sub Departamento, Registro de Variedades Protegidas, División Semillas, Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero (SAG), Santiago de Chile
(e-mail: manuel.toro@sag.gob.cl) 
Marcela PAIVA VÉLIZ (Ms.), Consejera, Misión Permanente ante la Organización Mundial del Comercio (OMC), Ginebra
(e-mail: mpaiva@minrel.gov.cl)
CHINE / CHINA / CHINA / CHINA
Wang QI, Director, Division of Protection for New Varieties of Plants, Office of Protection of New Varieties of Plants, State Forestry Administration, Beijing
(e-mail: wangqihq@sina.com) 
Tang HAO, Division Director, Senior Agronomist, Division for Plant Variety Testing, Development Center of Science and Technology, Ministry of Agriculture, Beijing
(e-mail: tanghao1973@126.com) 
Ling ZHANG (Ms.), Division 2, State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO), Beijing
(e-mail: zhangling_1@sipo.gov.cn) 
CROATIE / CROATIA / KROATIEN / CROACIA
Ivana BULAJIĆ (Ms.), Head of Plant Health Service, Directorate for Food Quality and Fitosanitary Policy, Zagreb
(e-mail: ivana.bulajic@mps.hr) 
DANEMARK / DENMARK / DÄNEMARK / DINAMARCA
Maria LILLIE SONNE (Ms.), Head of Legal, Centre of Plants and Agricultural Holdings Act, Danish AgriFish Agency, Copenhagen
(e-mail: maliso@naturerhverv.dk) 
ESPAGNE / SPAIN / SPANIEN / ESPAÑA
Luis SALAICES SÁNCHEZ, Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente (MAGRAMA), Madrid 
(e-mail: luis.salaices@magrama.es)
José Antonio SOBRINO MATE, Jefe del Servicio de Registro de Variedades, Subdirección General de Medios de Producción Agrícolas y Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales (MPA y OEVV), Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales, Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente, Madrid
(e-mail: jasobrino@magrama.es)
ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE / UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / VEREINIGTE STAATEN VON AMERIKA / ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA
Kitisri SUKHAPINDA (Ms.), Patent Attorney, Office of Policy and External Affairs, United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), Department of Commerce, Alexandria
(e-mail: kitisri.sukhapinda@uspto.gov) 
Ruihong GUO (Ms.), Deputy Administrator, AMS, Science & Technology Program, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Washington D.C. 
(e-mail: ruihong.guo@ams.usda.gov)
Ms. Elaine WU (Ms.), Attorney – Advisor, United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), Alexandria
(e-mail: elaine.wu@uspto.gov) 
Yasmine Nicole FULENA (Ms.), Intellectual Property Assistant, Permanent Mission, Geneva
(e-mail: fulenayn@state.gov)
FÉDÉRATION DE RUSSIE / RUSSIAN FEDERATION / RUSSISCHE FÖDERATION / FEDERACIÓN DE RUSIA
Yury A. ROGOVSKIY, Deputy Chairman, Head of Methodology and International Cooperation, State Commission of the Russian Federation for Selection Achievements Test and Protection, Moscow
(e-mail: yrogovskij@yandex.ru) 
Antonina TRETINNIKOVA (Ms.), Deputy Head, Methodology and International Cooperation Department, State Commission of the Russian Federation for Selection Achievements Test and Protection, Moscow
(e-mail: tretinnikova@mail.ru) 
FINLANDE / FINLAND / FINNLAND / FINLANDIA
Tarja Päivikki HIETARANTA (Ms.), Senior Officer, Seed Certification Unit, Finnish Food and Safety Authority (EVIRA), Loimaa
(e-mail: tarja.hietaranta@evira.fi) 
FRANCE / FRANCE / FRANKREICH / FRANCIA
Virginie BERTOUX (Mme), Responsable, Instance nationale des obtentions végétales (INOV), INOV‑GEVES, Beaucouzé
(e-mail: virginie.bertoux@geves.fr) 
HONGRIE / HUNGARY / UNGARN / HUNGRÍA
Krisztina KOVÁCS (Ms.), Head, Industrial Property Law Section, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office, Budapest
(e-mail: krisztina.kovacs@hipo.gov.hu) 
IRLANDE / IRELAND / IRLAND / IRLANDA
Donal COLEMAN, Controller of Plant Breeders' Rights, National Crop Evaluation Centre, Department of Agriculture, Food and Marine, Leixlip
(e-mail: donal.coleman@agriculture.gov.ie) 
JAPON / JAPAN / JAPAN / JAPÓN
Katsumi YAMAGUCHI, Director, Plant Variety Protection Office, Intellectual Property Division, Food Industry Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo
(e-mail: katsumi_yamaguchi130@maff.go.jp) 
Kenji NUMAGUCHI, Senior Examiner, Plant Variety Protection Office, New Business and Intellectual Property Division, Food Industry Affairs Bureau, Tokyo
(e-mail: kenji_numaguchi760@maff.go.jp) 
Akira MIYAKE, Senior Policy Advisor, Intellectual Property Division, Food Industry Affairs Bureau, Tokyo
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Simeon KIBET KOGO, General Manager - Quality Assurance, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), Nairobi
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(e-mail: abarrien@gmail.com)
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ANNEX II


PRESS RELEASE


UPOV Press Release 104

Geneva, March 17, 2016


UPOV Council Holds its Thirty-Third Extraordinary Session


The purpose of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) is to provide and promote an effective system of plant variety protection, with the aim of encouraging the development of new varieties of plants, for the benefit of society.

The Council of UPOV held its thirty­third extraordinary session on March 17, 2016.

Developments included:

Test Guidelines

The Council welcomed the adoption by the Technical Committee (TC) of 5 new Guidelines for the Conduct of Tests for Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability (Test Guidelines) and 10 revised Test Guidelines.  UPOV has now developed 316 Test Guidelines, all of which are freely available on the UPOV website (http://www.upov.int/test_guidelines/en/).

Experience of members of the Union in the Examination of New Plant Varieties 

The Council noted that the number of genera and species for which members of the Union had indicated  their practical experience in the examination of distinctness, uniformity and stability (DUS) had increased from 3,382 in 2015 to 3,462  in 2016 (+2.4%).  The Council also noted that information on members of the Union with practical experience in DUS examination was freely accessible via the GENIE database (see http://www.upov.int/genie/en/). 

Interrelations with the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) 

The Council welcomed the decision by the Governing Body of the ITPGRFA, at its fifth session, to request the Secretary of the ITPGRFA to invite UPOV and the ITPGRFA to jointly identify possible areas of interrelations between the ITPGRFA and the UPOV Convention.  It further welcomed the presentation by the Secretary of the ITPGRFA on that subject at the ninety-first session of the Consultative Committee, held in Geneva on March 17, 2016.  The Council agreed to propose a joint UPOV-ITPGRFA Symposium on areas of interrelations between the ITPGRFA and the UPOV Convention, to be held in Geneva on October 26, 2016, with a recommendation that the Symposium be open to the public. 

Seminar on Propagating and Harvested Material in the context of the UPOV Convention

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Council agreed that the “Seminar on Propagating and Harvested Material in the context of the UPOV Convention,” to be held in Geneva on October 24, 2016, should be open to the public and that a publication of the proceedings of the Seminar would be made available on the UPOV website.

Award of Silver Medal  

Mr. Alejandro Barrientos-Priego (Mexico) was awarded a UPOV Silver Medal on completing his term as Chairman of the TC, from 2014 to 2016, at its fifty-second session, held in Geneva from March 14 to 16, 2016.  In awarding the medal, Mr. Francis Gurry, Secretary‑General of UPOV, recalled that Mr. Barrientos-Priego had been Mexico’s representative at the UPOV Technical Working Party for Fruit Crops (TWF) since 1999, during which time he had: acted as the Leading Expert for nine UPOV Test Guidelines (Cactus Pear and Xoconostles; Avocado; Hawthorn; Vanilla; Cacao; Dragon Fruit; Pecan Nut; Papaya; and Avocado rootstock); and had previously been Chairman of the TWF from 2006 to 2008; Vice-Chairman of the TC from 2011 to 2013 and Chairman of the Working Group on Biochemical and Molecular Techniques, and DNA‑Profiling in Particular (BMT) from 2012 to 2014.  Mr. Barrientos-Priego had also acted as a speaker and trainer in several UPOV capacity-building activities in Latin America and the Caribbean.

With regard to the achievements of the TC under Mr. Barrientos-Priego’s chairmanship, Mr. Gurry highlighted: a review to seek ways of improving the effectiveness of the TC, Technical Working Parties and Preparatory Workshops; introduction of “Open discussion sessions” on a range of issues in the TC; organization of joint UPOV/OECD/ISTA workshop on molecular techniques; adoption of document INF/22 “Software and equipment used by members of the Union”; revision of documents TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”, TGP/8 “Trial Design and Techniques Used in the Examination of Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability”, TGP/9 “Examining Distinctness” and TGP/14 “Glossary of Terms Used in UPOV Documents”; the introduction of the web-based TG Template to facilitate development of Test Guidelines and the adoption of 56 new or revised Test Guidelines.


For further information about UPOV, please contact the UPOV Secretariat:
Tel:  (+41-22) 338 9111	E-mail:  upov.mail@upov.int 
Fax:  (+41-22) 733 0336	Website:  www.upov.int 
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