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REPORT
adopted by the Council
Opening of the session

( AUTONUM  
The Council of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) held its twenty-ninth extraordinary session in Geneva on March 30, 2012, chaired by Mr. Choi Keun-Jin (Republic of Korea), President of the Council.

* AUTONUM  
The list of participants is reproduced in Annex I to this document. 
* AUTONUM  
The session was opened by the President, who welcomed the participants.

* AUTONUM  
The President informed the Council that Ireland, which had been a member of the Union since November 8, 1981, had deposited its instrument of ratification of the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention on December 8, 2011, and had become bound by the 1991 Act on January 8, 2012.

Adoption of the agenda

* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted the revised draft agenda, as proposed in document C(Extr.)/29/1 Rev.

Report by the President on the work of the eighty-third session of the Consultative Committee;  adoption of recommendations, if any, prepared by that Committee

* AUTONUM  
The Council considered document C(Extr.)/29/4.
* AUTONUM  
The Council noted that the Consultative Committee had held its eighty-third session in Geneva on the morning of March 30, 2012.  In addition to the provision of advice to the Council on the “Adoption of documents” (see document C(Extr.)/29/2), the “Extension of the appointment of the Vice Secretary‑General” (see document C(Extr.)/29/3), and the “Press Release” (see document C(Extr.)/29/5), the work of the Consultative Committee included the following.
* AUTONUM  
The Council noted that:

Observers in UPOV bodies

(a)
The Consultative Committee had noted the report of the third meeting of the Working Group on Rules Concerning Observers (Working Group), which had taken place on March 29, 2012. 
(b)
The Consultative Committee had recommended to the Council, at its forty-sixth ordinary session to be held in Geneva on November 1, 2012, to adopt the revision of the “Rules Governing the Granting of Observer Status to States, Intergovernmental Organizations and International Non‑Governmental Organizations in UPOV Bodies”.

(c)
The Consultative Committee had recommended to the Council, at its forty-sixth ordinary session to be held in Geneva on November 1, 2012, to adopt the revision of the Rules Governing Access to UPOV Documents.

(d)
The Consultative Committee had granted observer status to the African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA) for the Council, the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ), the Technical Committee (TC) and the Technical Working Parties (TWPs).

Access to UPOV documents and publication of information

(e)
The Consultative Committee had noted the developments on access to UPOV documents and publication of information and had further noted that:

(i)
the scanning and posting on the UPOV website of important documents that are only available in paper format would be planned according to available resources;

(ii)
relevant members of the Union had been invited, in December 2011, to provide a consolidated list of genera and species in order to include notifications by members of the Union on plant genera and species in UPOV Lex later in 2012;

(iii)
the posting on the UPOV website of the date of granting of observer status in the list of observers in UPOV bodies would be planned according to available resources;

(iv)
the publishing on the UPOV website of the information concerning the President and Vice‑President of the Council and the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the UPOV bodies, with the appropriate contact information, and the publishing on the UPOV website of the photographs of the Secretary-General and of the Vice Secretary-General would be arranged as soon as possible;

(v)
the establishment of a UPOV channel on YouTube for hosting of UPOV videos would be done in conjunction with the development of a coherent image for UPOV publication and presentation materials, for consistency with the redesigned UPOV website.  

(f)
The Consultative Committee had agreed that consideration of the use of electronic communication of meetings should be considered at its eighty-fourth session, on the basis of a document to be prepared by the Office of the Union. 

(g)
The Consultative Committee had agreed that the “Symposium on the benefits of plant variety protection for farmers and growers”, to be held in Geneva on November 2, 2012, be open for attendance to the public, subject to room capacity, with priority being given to participants from members of the Union, observer States and observer organizations.

(h)
The Consultative Committee had approved the webcasting of the Symposium.

(i)
The Consultative Committee had agreed the explanation of the aim of the Symposium, as follows:

“The aim of the ‘Symposium on the benefits of plant variety protection for farmers and growers’ (Symposium) is to provide illustrations of how plant variety protection can improve incomes for farmers and growers by supporting the development and supply of new, improved varieties that are suited to their needs.  The Symposium will also provide examples of how farmers and growers can use plant variety protection as breeders.”
(j)
The Consultative Committee had endorsed the plans for the draft program of the Symposium and agreed to the inclusion of one speaker from those recommended by the Association for Plant Breeding for the Benefit of Society (APBREBES) to give a presentation in accordance with the aim of the Symposium, as set out above.

(k)
The Consultative Committee had noted that the Republic of Korea proposed to change the venue for the forty-fifth session of the TWO, to be held from August 6 to 10, 2012, and the preparatory workshop on August 5, 2012, from Seoul to Jeju, and agreed to recommend the change of location to the Council for the revision of the document “Calendar of Meetings in 2012” (document C/45/8 Rev.2).

UPOV policy for financing speakers and participants

(l)
The Consultative Committee had requested the Office of the Union to prepare a document on the UPOV policy for financing speakers and participants, for consideration at its eighty-fourth session, to be held in Geneva, on October 31, 2012.

Developments of relevance to UPOV in other international fora

(m)
The Consultative Committee had noted the developments concerning the East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum (EAPVP Forum), the Organisation for Economic Co‑operation and Development (OECD), the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) and the World Trade Organization (WTO).
(n)
The Consultative Committee had noted that the Office of Union had provided the OECD Secretariat with a brief description of the role and responsibilities of UPOV for inclusion in the OECD document “Different Regulatory Aspects Affecting World Seed Trade” on March 1, 2012.

(o)
The Consultative Committee had approved the participation of the Office of the Union in the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Framework for Designing National Intellectual Property Strategies for Development.

(p)
The Consultative Committee had approved the contribution of the Office of the Union in the development of the WIPO Questionnaire “A tool to assess the current status of the national intellectual property system, strategic objectives and needs in line with national development priorities”.

(q)
The Consultative Committee had noted the developments in relation to WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore.

 AUTONUM  
The representative of APBREBES congratulated UPOV for the improvements made regarding public access to documents.  He remarked that the new website was a step forward; it was user-friendly and gave access to a lot of information which was not accessible before.  He also acknowledged, as an improvement, the availability for the first time of a document with the report by the President on the work of the Consultative Committee at the start of the Council.  He was of the opinion that more transparency had not had a negative impact and, if that approach was valid for access to documents, it would be valid for facilitating the participation of observers.  He could not yet congratulate UPOV on the matter of observers as he did not know the outcome of the negotiations and noted that it was hard to play a constructive role without knowing the details of the discussion and the specific results.  APBREBES would analyze the new rules when they became available and would give its input at the next Council when the new rules would be adopted.  He noted that, at that time, it would be hard to include substantial changes.  He expressed APBREBES’s gratitude with regard to the developments concerning the Symposium in November.  He said it was a step forward that the Symposium would be public and that a speaker would be selected from the list provided by APBREBES.  However, APBREBES would have preferred that the Symposium include a discussion on possible negative impact of plant variety protection on farmers, and a more balanced representation where farmers play a more central role.
* AUTONUM  
The Council noted the intervention made by APBREBES.
Venue of the Technical Working Party for Ornamental Plants and Forest Trees (TWO)

* AUTONUM  
The Council approved the change of venue for the forty-fifth session of the TWO, to be held from August 6 to 10, 2012, and the preparatory workshop on August 5, 2012, from Seoul to Jeju, and noted that the corresponding revision would be made to the “Calendar of Meetings in 2012” (document C/45/8 Rev.2).

Adoption of documents

* AUTONUM  
The Council considered document C(Extr.)/29/2.

UPOV/INF/4/2:  Financial Regulations and Rules of UPOV (Revision) (document C(Extr.)/29/2, Annex)

* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted the revision of document UPOV/INF/4 “Financial Regulations and Rules of UPOV” (document UPOV/INF/4/2), on the basis of the amendments to document UPOV/INF/4/1, as presented in the Annex to document C(Extr.)/29/2.

UPOV/INF-EXN/2:
List of INF-EXN Documents and Latest Issue Dates (Revision) (document UPOV/INF‑EXN/2 Draft 1)

* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted the revision of document UPOV/INF-EXN “List of INF-EXN Documents and Latest Issue Dates” (document UPOV/INF-EXN/2) on the basis of document UPOV/INF‑EXN/2 Draft 1.
Extension of the appointment of the Vice Secretary-General

* AUTONUM  
The Council considered document C(Extr.)/29/3.

* AUTONUM  
The Council extended the appointment of the Vice Secretary-General from December 1, 2012, until November 30, 2015, and expressed its appreciation for his excellent performance.
Press release

* AUTONUM  
The Council considered document C(Extr.)/29/5.

* AUTONUM  
The Council approved the draft press release contained in the Annex to document C(Extr.)/29/5 
with the addition of the name of the Vice Secretary-General under “Extension of the appointment of the Vice Secretary‑General”.  The press release approved by the Council is reproduced in Annex II to this document.

 AUTONUM  
This report was adopted by correspondence.
[Annex I follows]
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LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS / LIST OF PARTICIPANTS /
TEILNEHMERLISTE / LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES 

(dans l’ordre alphabétique des noms français des membres/

in the alphabetical order of the names in French of the members/

in alphabetischer Reihenfolge der französischen Namen der Mitglieder/

por orden alfabético de los nombres en francés de los miembros)

I. MEMBRES / MEMBERS / VERBANDSMITGLIEDER / MIEMBROS

ALLEMAGNE / GERMANY / DEUTSCHLAND / ALEMANIA
Udo VON KRÖCHER, Präsident, Bundessortenamt, Osterfelddamm 80, 30627 Hannover  
(tel.: +49 511 9566 5603  fax: +49 511 9566 5904  e-mail: udo.vonkroecher@bundessortenamt.de) 

Michael KÖLLER, Referent, Ministerium für Ernährung, Landwirtschaft und Verbraucherschutz, Wilhelmstrasse 54, 10117 Berlin  
(tel.: +49 30 18529 4044  e-mail: Michael.Koeller@bmelv.bund.de) 

AUSTRALIE / AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIEN / AUSTRALIA

Nik HULSE, Senior Examiner of PBR, Plant Breeder's Rights Office, IP Australia, 47 Bowes Street, Phillip ACT 2606 
(tel.: +61 2 6283 7982  fax: +61 2 6283 7999  e-mail: nik.hulse@ipaustralia.gov.au)

BELGIQUE / BELGIUM / BELGIEN / BÉLGICA

Camille VANSLEMBROUCK (Madame), Responsable droits d’obtenteurs et brevets, Office de la propriété intellectuelle, North Gate III, 16, Boulevard du Roi Albert II, B-1000 Bruxelles  
(tel.: +32 2 277 8275  fax: +32 2 277 5262  e-mail: camille.vanslembrouck@economie.fgov.be)

BRÉSIL / BRAZIL / BRASILIEN / BRASIL

Fabrício SANTANA SANTOS, Federal Agricultural Inspector, Coordinator of National Plant Variety Protection Office (SNPC), Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply, Esplanada dos Ministerios, Bloco 'D', Anexo A, Sala 250, CEP 70043-900 Brasilia , D.F. 
(tel.:+55 61 3218 2549  fax: +55 61 3224 2842  e-mail: fabricio.santos@agricultura.gov.br) 

CANADA / CANADA / KANADA / CANADÁ

Michel CORMIER, A/Commissioner, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), Room 59-2E-330, 59, Camelot Drive, Ottawa Ontario K1A 0Y9 
(tel.:+1 613 773 7135  fax: +1 613 773 7261  e-mail: michel.cormier@inspection.gc.ca) 

Ashley BALCHIN (Ms.), Examiner, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), Room 59-2E-323, 59, Camelot Drive, Ottawa Ontario  
(tel.:+1 613 773 7137  fax: +1 613 773 7261  e-mail: ashley.balchin@inspection.gc.ca) 

CHINE / CHINA / CHINA / CHINA

LÜ Bo, Director, Division of Variety Management, Bureau of Seed Management, Ministry of Agriculture, No. 11 Nongzhanguannanli, Beijing  
(tel.:+86 10 59193150  fax: +86 10 59193142  e-mail: lvbo@agri.gov.cn) 

Yan ZHONG, Project Administrator, Division 2, State Intellectual Property Office of the People's Republic of China (SIPO), 6 Xitucheng Road, Haidian District, Beijing  
(tel.:+86 10 62086884  fax: +86 10 62019615  e-mail: zhongyan@sipo.gov.cn) 

COLOMBIE / COLOMBIA / KOLUMBIEN / COLOMBIA

Ana Luisa DÍAZ JIMÉNEZ (Sra.), Directora Técnica de Semillas, Dirección Técnica de Semillas, Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario (ICA), Carrera 41 No. 17-81, Zona Industrial de Puente Aranda, Bogotá D.C. 
(tel.:+57 1 3323700  fax: +57 1 3323700  e-mail: ana.diaz@ica.gov.co) 

Juan Camilo SARETZKI-FORERO, Primer Secretario, Misión Permanente, Chemin Champ d’Anier 17-19, CH-1209 Geneva
(tel.: +41 22 789 4718  fax: +41 22 791 0787  e-mail: juan.saretzki@cancilleria.gov.co) 

Catalina GAVIRIA BRAVO (Sra.), Consejera Comercial, Misión de Colombia ante la OMC, Rue de lausanne 80 – 82, CH-1202 Geneva
(tel.: +41 22 919 05 14  fax: +41 22 734 60 94  e-mail: catalina.gaviria@colombiaomc.ch)

DANEMARK / DENMARK / DÄNEMARK / DINAMARCA

Gerhard DENEKEN, Head, Department of Variety Testing, The Danish AgriFish Agency, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, Teglvaerksvej 10, Tystofte, DK-4230 Skaelskoer  
(tel.:+45 5816 0601  fax: +45 58 160606  e-mail: gde@naturerhverv.dk) 

ESPAGNE / SPAIN / SPANIEN / ESPAÑA

Luis SALAICES, Jefe de Área del Registro de Variedades, Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales (OEVV), Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente, Calle Alfonso XII, No. 62, 2a Planta, E‑28014 Madrid  
(tel.: +34 91 3476712  fax: +34 91 3476703  e-mail: luis.salaices@magrama.es) 

ESTONIE / ESTONIA / ESTLAND / ESTONIA

Renata TSATURJAN (Ms.), Chief Specialist, Plant Production Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, 39/41 Lai Street, EE-15056 Tallinn  
(tel.: +372 625 6507  fax: +372 625 6200  e-mail: renata.tsaturjan@agri.ee) 
ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE / UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / 
VEREINIGTE STAATEN VON AMERIKA / ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA

Kitisri SUKHAPINDA (Ms.), Patent Attorney, Office of Policy and External Affairs, United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), Madison Building, West Wing, 600 Dulany Street, MDW 10A30, Alexandria VA 22313 
(tel.:+1 571 272 9300  fax: + 1 571 273 0085  e-mail: kitisri.sukhapinda@uspto.gov) 

Karin L. FERRITER (Ms.), Intellectual Property Attaché, United States Mission to the WTO, 11, route de Pregny, 1292 Chambesy  
(tel.: +41 22 749 5281  e-mail: karin_ferriter@ustr.eop.gov) 
FINLANDE / FINLAND / FINNLAND / FINLANDIA

Tapio LAHTI, Senior Officer, Legal Affairs, Finnish Food Safety Authority (EVIRA), Mustialankatu 3, FIN-00790 Helsinki  
(tel.: +358 400 640 881  fax: +358 20 77 25195  e-mail: tapio.lahti@evira.fi) 

FRANCE / FRANCE / FRANKREICH / FRANCIA

Robert TESSIER, Sous-Directeur de la Qualité et de la protection des végétaux, Ministère de l’agriculture, de l’alimentation, de la pêche, de la ruralité et de l’aménagement du territoire, 251, rue de Vaugirard, F-75732 Paris Cédex 15 
(tel.: +33 1 49555030  fax: +33 1 49554959  e-mail: robert.tessier@agriculture.gouv.fr) 

Jean PERCHET, Seed Policy Officer, Direction générale de l’alimentation, Ministère de l’agriculture, de l’alimentation, de la pêche, de la ruralité et de l’aménagement du territoire, 251, rue de Vaugirard, F-75732 Paris Cédex 15 
(tel.: +33 1 49 55 81 45  fax: +33 1 49 55 59 49  e-mail: jean.perchet@agriculture.gouv.fr) 
HONGRIE / HUNGARY / UNGARN / HUNGRÍA

Szenci ÁGNES GYÖZÖNÉ (Mrs.), Senior Chief Advisor, Agricultural Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Kossuth Tér. 11, H-1055 Budapest, Pf. 1 
(tel.: +36 1 7953826  fax: +36 1 7950498  e-mail: gyozone.szenci@vm.gov.hu) 

Szabolcs FARKAS, Head, Patent Department, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office (HIPO), 2, Garibaldi utea, H-1054 Budapest  
(tel.: +36 1 4745902  fax: +36 1 474 5596  e-mail: szabolcs.farkas@hipo.gov.hu) 

IRLANDE / IRELAND / IRLAND / IRLANDA

Donal COLEMAN, Controller of Plant Breeders' Rights, Department of Agriculture, National Crops Centre, Backweston Farm, Leixlip , Co. Kildare 
(tel.: +353 1 630 2902  fax: +353 1 628 0634  e-mail: donal.coleman@agriculture.gov.ie) 

JAPON / JAPAN / JAPAN / JAPÓN

Mitsutaro FUJISADA, Senior Policy Advisor:  Intellectual Property, New Business and Intellectual Property Division, Food Industry Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), 1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, 100-8950 Tokyo  
(tel.:+81 3 6738 6445  fax: +81 3 3502 5301  e-mail: mitutarou_fujisada@nm.maff.go.jp) 

Kenji NUMAGUCHI, Examiner, Plant Variety Protection Office, New Business and Intellectual Property Division, Seeds and Seedlings Division Agricultural Production Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, 100-8950 Tokyo  
(tel.: +81 3 6738 6449  fax: +81 3 3502 6572  e-mail: kenji_numaguchi@nm.maff.go.jp) 

KENYA / KENYA / KENIA / KENYA

James M. ONSANDO, Managing Director, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), P.O. Box 49592, 00100 Nairobi  
(tel.: +254 20 3584088  fax: +254 20 3536175  e-mail: director@kephis.org) 

MAROC / MOROCCO / MAROKKO / MARRUECOS

Amar TAHIRI, Chef de la Division du contrôle des semences et plants, Office National de Sécurité sanitaire des Produits alimentaires (ONSSA), Ministère de l'Agriculture et de la Pêche maritime, Rue Hafiane Cherkaoui, B.P. 1308, Rabat  
(tel. : + 212 537 771085  fax: +212 537 779852  e-mail: amar.tahiri@gmail.com) 

MEXIQUE / MEXICO / MEXIKO / MÉXICO

Enriqueta MOLINA MACÍAS (Srta.), Directora General, Servicio Nacional de Inspección y Certificación de Semillas (SNICS), Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentación (SAGARPA), Av. Presidente Juárez, 13, Col. El Cortijo, Tlalnepantla , Estado de México 54000 
(tel.:+52 55 3622 0667  fax: +52 55 3622 0670  e-mail: enriqueta.molina@sagarpa.gob.mx) 

Eduardo PADILLA VACA, Subdirector, Registro y Control de Variedades Vegetales, Servicio Nacional de Inspección y Certificación de Semillas (SNICS), Av. Presidente Juárez 13, Col. El Cortijo, 54000 Tlalnepantla , Estado de México 
(tel.:+52 55 3622 0667  fax: +52 55 3622 0670  e-mail: eduardo.padilla@snics.gob.mx) 

Alejandro F. BARRIENTOS-PRIEGO, Professor-Investigator, Departamento de Fitotecnia, Universidad Autónoma Chapingo (UACh), Km. 38.5 Carretera México-Texcoco, CP 56230, Chapingo, Estado de México 
(tel.:+52 595 9521559  fax: +52 595 9521642  e-mail: abarrien@gmail.com) 

NORVÈGE / NORWAY / NORWEGEN / NORUEGA

Tor Erik JØRGENSEN, Head of Section, Norwegian Food Safety Authority, Felles postmottak, P.O. Box 383, N-2381 Brumunddal  
(tel.: +47 6494 4393  fax: +47 6494 4411  e-mail: tor.erik.jorgensen@mattilsynet.no) 

Bell Batta TORHEIM (Mrs.), Programme Coordinator, The Development Fund, Grensen 9b, Miljohuset, N-0159 Oslo  
(tel.: +47 23 109600  fax: +47 23 109601  e-mail: bell@utviklingsfondet.no) 

NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE / NEW ZEALAND / NEUSEELAND / NUEVA ZELANDIA

Christopher J. BARNABY, Assistant Commissioner / Principal Examiner, Plant Variety Rights Office, Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand, Private Bag 4714, Christchurch 8140 
(tel.:+64 3 9626206  fax: +64 3 9626202  e-mail: Chris.Barnaby@pvr.govt.nz) 

OMAN / OMAN / OMAN / OMÁN
Fatima AL-GHAZALI (Mrs.), Minister, Commercial Affairs, Permanent Mission, 3A, chemin de Roilbot, 1292 Chambésy, Switzerland
(tel.: +41 22 758 9664  fax: +41 22 758 1359  e-mail: ghazali92@hotmail.com)
PARAGUAY / PARAGUAY / PARAGUAY / PARAGUAY

América Ramona GONZÁLEZ SANABRIA (Sra.), Directora General, Dirección General de Semillas, Servicio Nacional de Calidad y Sanidad Vegetal y de Semillas (SENAVE), Gaspar Rodriguez de Francia No. 685, Ruta Mariscal Estigarribia, San Lorenzo  
(tel.:+595 21 584645  fax: +595 21 584645  e-mail: america.gonzalez@senave.gov.py) 

Blanca Julia NÚÑEZ TEIXIDÓ (Sra.), Ingeniero Agrónomo, Jefa del Departamento de Protección y Uso de Variedades, Dirección General de Semillas, Servicio Nacional de Calidad y Sanidad Vegetal y de Semillas (SENAVE), Gaspar Rodríguez de Francia No. 685, Ruta Mariscal Estigarribia, San Lorenzo  
(tel.: +595 21 584645  fax: +595 21 584645  e-mail: dpuv@senave.gov.py) 

PAYS-BAS / NETHERLANDS / NIEDERLANDE / PAÍSES BAJOS
Marien VALSTAR, Sector Manager Seeds and Plant Propagation Material, Ministerie van Economische Zaken, Landbouw en Innovatie, P.O. Box 20401, NL-2500 EK Den Haag  
(tel.: +31 70 379 8911  fax: +31 70 378 6153  e-mail: m.valstar@mineleni.nl)

Krieno Adriaan FIKKERT, Secretary, Plant Variety Board (Raad voor Plantenrassen), Postbus 40, NL-2370 AA Roelofarendsveen  
(tel.: +31 71 3326310  fax: +31 71 3326363  e-mail: k.fikkert@naktuinbouw.nl) 

POLOGNE / POLAND / POLEN / POLONIA

Edward S. GACEK, Director, Research Centre for Cultivar Testing (COBORU), PL-63-022 Slupia Wielka  
(tel.: +48 61 285 2341  fax: +48 61 285 3558  e-mail: e.gacek@coboru.pl) 

Alicja RUTKOWSKA-ŁOŚ (Mrs.), Head, National Listing and Plant Breeders' Rights Protection Office, Research Centre for Cultivar Testing (COBORU), PL-63-022 Slupia Wielka  
(tel.: +48 61 285 2341  fax: +48 61 285 3558  e-mail: a.rutkowska@coboru.pl) 

Marcin KRÓL, Head, DUS Testing Department, Research Centre for Cultivar Testing (COBORU), PL‑63022 Slupia Wielka  
(tel.:+48 61 285 2341  fax: +48 61 285 3558  e-mail: m.krol@coboru.pl) 

RÉPUBLIQUE DE CORÉE / REPUBLIC OF KOREA / REPUBLIK KOREA / REPÚBLICA DE COREA

CHOI Keun-Jin, Director of Variety Testing Division, Korea Seed & Variety Service (KSVS), Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries  (MIFAFF), 39 Taejangro Yongtonggu Suwon, Geyonggi‑do 443‑400 
(tel.:+82 31 8008 0200  fax:  +82 31 203 7431  e-mail: kjchoi1001@korea.kr) 

Hyun-Joo SHIN (Mrs.), Deputy Director, Plant Variety Protection Division, Korea Seed & Variety Service (KSVS), Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MIFAFF), Jungang-ro 328, Manan-gu, Anyang-Si, Gyeonggi-do 430-016 
(tel.:+82 31 467 0190  fax: +82 31 467 0160  e-mail: shjnew@korea.kr) 

LEE Jeong-Ho, Examiner, Korea Forest Seed and Variety Center (KFSV), Korea Forest Service, 670‑4 Suhoe-ri, Suanbo-myeon, Chungju-Si, Chungcheongbuk-Do 380-941 
(tel.:82 43 850 3321  fax: 82 43 850 3390  e-mail: mtmac@korea.kr)

RÉPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA / REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / REPUBLIK MOLDAU / 
REPÚBLICA DE MOLDOVA

Mihail MACHIDON, President, State Commission for Crops Variety Testing and Registration (SCCVTR), Bd. Stefan cel Mare, 162, C.P. 1873, MD-2004 Chisinau  
(tel.:+373-22-220300  fax: +373-22-211537  e-mail: mihail.machidon@yahoo.com) 

Ala GUŞAN (Mrs.), Director, Inventions and  Plant Varieties Department, State Agency on Intellectual Property (AGEPI), 24/1 Andrei Doga str., MD-2024 Chisinau  
(tel.:+373 22 400582  fax: +373 22 440119  e-mail: office@agepi.md) 

RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE / CZECH REPUBLIC / TSCHECHISCHE REPUBLIK / REPÚBLICA CHECA

Martin PRUDEL, Head, Special Crops Unit, Plant Commodities Department, Ministry of Agriculture, Tesnov 17, 117 05 Prague 1 
(tel.: +420 221 813046  fax: +420 221 812951  e-mail: martin.prudel@mze.cz) 

Radmila SAFARIKOVA (Mrs.), Head of Division, Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture (UKZUZ), National Plant Variety Office, Hroznová 2, 656 06 Brno  
(tel.:+420 543 548 221  fax: +420 543 212 440  e-mail: radmila.safarikova@ukzuz.cz) 

ROYAUME-UNI / UNITED KINGDOM / VEREINIGTES KÖNIGREICH / REINO UNIDO
Andrew MITCHELL, Controller of Plant Variety Rights, The Food and Environment Research Agency (FERA), Whitehouse Lane, Huntingdon Road, Cambridge CB3 0LF
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PRESS RELEASE

UPOV Press Release No. 89
Geneva, March 30, 2012

UPOV Council Holds Extraordinary Session

The Council of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) held its twenty‑ninth extraordinary session on March 30, 2012.

Round-up of key developments:

Ratification of the 1991 Act

The Council was informed that Ireland, which had been a member of the Union since November 8, 1981, had deposited its instrument of ratification of the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention on December 8, 2011, and had become bound by the 1991 Act on January 8, 2012.  A full list of the members of the Union can be consulted at http://www.upov.int/members/en/.

Observers

Observer status was granted to the African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA) for the Council, the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ), the Technical Committee (TC) and the Technical Working Parties (TWPs).  A list of observers in UPOV Bodies can be consulted at http://www.upov.int/members/en/observers.html
Extension of the appointment of the Vice Secretary-General

The Council extended the appointment of Mr. Peter John Button, Vice Secretary-General, from December 1, 2012, until November 30, 2015, and expressed its appreciation for his excellent performance.
Symposium on the benefits of plant variety protection for farmers and growers on November 2, 2012

The Council endorsed the plans for the “Symposium on the benefits of plant variety protection for farmers and growers” (Symposium), to be held in Geneva on November 2, 2012.
The aim of the Symposium is to provide illustrations of how plant variety protection can improve incomes for farmers and growers by supporting the development and supply of new, improved varieties that are suited to their needs.  The Symposium will also provide examples of how farmers and growers can use plant variety protection as breeders.
The Symposium will be webcast.

Test Guidelines

The Council welcomed the adoption by the Technical Committee of eight new UPOV Guidelines for the Conduct of Tests for Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability (Test Guidelines) and eight revised Test Guidelines.  The new Test Guidelines were for Blue Honeysuckle, Buckwheat, Canna, Echinacea, Hemp, Heuchera & Heucherella, Oncidium and Shiitake.  The Test Guidelines revisions were for Durum Wheat, French Bean, Kalanchoe, Kiwifruit, New Guinea Impatiens, Parsnip, Radish and Strawberry.

Experience of members of the Union in the Examination of New Plant Varieties

The Council noted that the number of genera and species for which members of the Union had practical experience in the examination of distinctness, uniformity and stability (DUS) had increased from 2,679 in 2011 to 2,726 in 2012 (+1.75%).  The Council also noted that information on members of the Union with practical experience in DUS examination was freely accessible via the GENIE database.

The reports of the Council and of the Technical Committee can be consulted at:  http://www.upov.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=25504
http://www.upov.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=25503
Distance Learning Course DL-205

On-line registration for the UPOV Distance Learning Program “Introduction to the UPOV System of Plant Variety Protection under the UPOV Convention” is now open.  

The timetable for the session is as follows:

Study period:  May 7 to June 10, 2012

Final exam: June 4 to 10, 2012

On‑line registration is available between March 26 and April 29, 2012.  After April 29, registration will not be possible.  For Category 1 and 2 participants, all endorsements must be provided by April 29, 2012.

The categories of participants are as follows:

Category 1:  

Government officials of members of the Union endorsed by the relevant representative to the UPOV Council 

No fee

Category 2:  

Officials of observer States / intergovernmental organizations endorsed by the relevant representative to the UPOV Council  

(One non-fee paying student per State / intergovernmental organization;

Additional students: CHF1,000 per student)

Category 3:  

Others

Fee:  CHF1,000 

Please note that registration of participants in categories 1 and 2 must be accompanied by an endorsement from the representative to the UPOV Council of the UPOV member or observer, as appropriate, formally nominating the participant.  

More detailed information concerning the course content and on-line registration is available on the UPOV website:  http://www.upov.int/resource/en/dl205_training.html.  

For further information about UPOV, please contact the UPOV Secretariat:

Tel:  (+41-22) 338 9155
E-mail:  upov.mail@upov.int

Fax:  (+41-22) 733 0336
Website:  www.upov.int
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