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Recent developments in UPOV

By: Yolanda Huerta, Vice Secretary-General
October 20, 2025 

Yeny Marlene Aniñir Campos 
Raspberry grower in Chile

The first time I saw Professor Marina
Gambardella’s raspberry varieties, I knew
things were going to change, they were
sweet and perfect for our conditions.
Those new varieties saved the future of
my children. It took Marina ten years to
develop them, that work deserves
support.
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Developments since the 
2024 UPOV Sessions

Dr. Folarin Sunday Okelola
Registrar, Nigerian Plant Variety Protection Office 

Plant Variety Protection (PVP) will drive the 
continuous development of improved, 

high-yielding, and climate-resilient crop 
varieties, benefiting both farmers and the 

broader agricultural sector.

Nigeria becomes the 80th member of
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UPOV STATUS
on October 10, 2025

Members of UPOV (80) (covering 99 States)

States (28) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office

Initiating States (18) and Organization (1)

The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

Yolanda Huerta
Vice Secretary-General

Daren Tang
Secretary-General

Legal 
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Global 
Development

Technical 
Affairs
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Assistance 

Strategy
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Leontino Taveira
Director of Global 
Development and 
Technical Affairs

Martin Ekvad
Director of Legal 

Affairs

Consultative 
Committee

Council

The UPOV Team
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Key developments on UPOV e-PVP
Focus on digitalization services for UPOV members  – leaving no one behind

DUS Report Exchange  
Module

UPOV e-PVP 
Administration 

Module

PVP Office

PVP Office

PVP Office
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Communication 
and providing  
DUS reports
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ARIPO Joins UPOV PRISMA, Enabling Online Filing of Plant 
Variety Protection Applications

Through this collaboration, 
applicants will benefit from a 
more efficient, secure, and 
transparent online application 
process under the Arusha 
Protocol.

UPOV PRISMA will make the application 
process more efficient and user-friendly for 
both Japanese and foreign applicants. We 
believe this milestone will further enhance 

transparency and encourage the 
development of new plant varieties that 

benefit agriculture and society.

Mr. Toru YOSHIMATSU 
Senior Director, Intellectual Property Division
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)
Japan

Japan Joins UPOV PRISMA

9

10



SESSIONS/2025/1
Annex, page 6

UPOV Launched a New Report Exchange Module to Strengthen International 
Cooperation in the Examination of PVP Applications 

United Kingdom Joins UPOV e-PVP

The launch of the UK’s customized 
UPOV e-PVP module and adoption 
of the DUS/VCU exchange reflect a 
forward-looking, innovative 
approach to digital transformation.
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Current situation of UPOV e-PVP
UPOV e-PVP DUS Exchange 

Module
UPOV e-PVP Admin 

Module
UPOV 

PRISMA
UPOV Member

XBrazil
XXCanada
XXChile
XXEuropean Union
(X)XGeorgia
(X)(X)(X)Ghana
X(X)Japan
XXMexico
XXMorocco
XXNetherlands (Kingdom of)
XXNew Zealand
(X)(X)(X)Nigeria

XRepublic of Tanzania
XXTürkiye
XXXUnited Kingdom
XXUnited States of America
XXUruguay
XXXViet Nam

X: already
using
(X): 
commited
to use

UPOV Technical Working Parties in 2025
(Ornamental Plants/ Forest Trees) March 31 - April 3 (Testing Methods and Techniques) April 28 - May 1

https://www.upov.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=85858
https://www.upov.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=85856

(Agricultural Crops) May 19 - 22

https://www.upov.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=85859
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UPOV Technical Working Parties in 2025

(Fruit Crops) June 23- 26, Bursa, Türkiye 

https://www.upov.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=85860

(Vegetables) May 5 – 8, Online 

https://www.upov.int/edocs/mdocs/upov/en/twv_59/twv_59_19.pdf

PVP Panel Discussion on Enforcement

https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=0BQJ9R8K7hiMe3vI&v=HrnSif7Gfj4&feature=youtu.be
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Earn the UPOV International Certificate on Plant Variety Protection

The UPOV PVP Certificate is awarded to individuals that acquire at least 50 credits from UPOV-
endorsed training.

Whether you are currently undergoing or planning to undergo PVP training, joining the UPOV PVP 
Certificate program offers valuable benefits, including continuous learning opportunities, peer 
connections and access to a global network of PVP experts.

Gain In-Depth Expertise

Access to a Global 
Network 

Accredited Certification

Flexible Learning

For More Information

upov.mail@upov.int
Contact the UPOV Office

upov.int/pvp_certificate.html

New Maastricht University Course added to 
UPOV PVP Certificate Program

Professionals seeking to strengthen their expertise at 

the intersection of biotechnology and plant variety 

protection (PVP) can now register for the newly 

added Maastricht University course “Plant Variety 

Protection and Biotechnology” in the UPOV 

International Certificate on Plant Variety Protection 

(UPOV PVP Certificate Program).  
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Communication – Newsletters

Subscribe to the UPOV 
newsletter
Stay informed, exclusive updates industry news delivered 
twice a year: In June and in October

SIGN UP HERE 
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WWW.UPOV.INT | 34, CHEMIN DES COLOMBETTES, CH-1211 GENÈVE 20, SWITZERLAND.

Follow for timely updates 

@International Union for the Protection of 
New Varieties of Plants 

Communication: social media

Highlights of this year’s 
sessions 

21

22



SESSIONS/2025/1
Annex, page 12

+ 0 .6%

in 2024

29,250

Plant variety applications 

Top destinations 
Number of plant variety applications

16,177 
China

3,268 
European Union 
(EU) 

1,268
United States of 
America (USA)
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Plant variety titles
in force worldwide as of Dec 2024

+4.1%203,760

Launch of New UPOV Website 
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New technologies in 
DUS Examination –
discussion item in the 
Technical Committee

5 Members
6%

2 Members
3%

73 Members
91%

Genera and Species Covered by the Legislation of 
Members of the Union (2025)

Number of members offering protection to
a limited number of plant genera and
species

Number of members that had not notified
the extension of protection to all genera
and species

Number of members offering protection to
all plant genera and species

• latest research in the UK to 
support DUS examination

• molecular markers to machine 
learning and the use of new 
technologies in the DUS 
examination in France

Seminar on cooperation with plant breeders in DUS Examination 

Wednesday October 22, 2025 - WCH
14:30 pm CEST 

Discover how UPOV members collaborate with 
plant breeders in various aspects of the plant 
variety examination process. 

This hybrid event concludes the 3-part webinar 
series held earlier this year
https://www.upov.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=85855
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Strategic Business Plan 2026-2029 
This year, the Council is invited to consider and adopt 
UPOV’s Strategic Business Plan (SBP) for 2026-2029, 
which replaces the SBP for 2023-2027. 

Key highlights: 
• a new Horizon Scanning  Exercise
• proposals for a UPOV Risk Appetite Statement 

(document C/59/15)
• a UPOV Resources Strategy (document C/59/16)

These elements are crucial for UPOV's growth and 
resilience in the coming years. 

UPOV Risk Appetite per Expected Result (ER) 

Mission:  to provide and promote an effective system of plant variety protection, with the aim of encouraging the 
development of new varieties of plants, for the benefit of society

Pillar 1: Bring together stakeholders to 
help shape the UPOV system

Pillar 3: Provide high quality services for 
UPOV members and users of the UPOV 

system

Pillar 2: Provide information and 
guidance on the UPOV system

1.1 Governance by the UPOV 
Council and work of UPOV 
Committees and other bodies

1.2 Development of legislation on 
plant variety protection in 
accordance with the 1991 Act of 
the UPOV Convention

2.1 Enhanced awareness of the 
role of the UPOV system

2.2 Guidance and assistance on 
the UPOV Convention and its 
implementation

2.3 Enhanced harmonization and 
cooperation in examination

3.1 Development of 
UPOV e-PVP services

Foundation:  Empower our people to work effectively, collaboratively and innovatively by providing them 
with the right resources, training and environment 

4.1 Ensure financial sustainability 4.2 A Secretariat that is empowered and is provided with the right resources and training to 
work effectively, collaboratively and innovatively

Low
High

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium Medium

Low
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UPOV Horizon Scanning Exercise 
• Over 20 UPOV members and stakeholders spanning all 

seven continents participated in this exercise. 

• The interviews were conducted with experts from across 
the plant breeding and intellectual property ecosystem, 
including from businesses, governments, academia, NGOs, 
and IGOs. These interviews fostered rich and insightful 
conversations that contributed to our collective 
understanding of the future of the PVP ecosystem. 

• Interviewees shared their thoughts about how the PVP 
system will enable breeding and commercialization of new 
varieties in the next five years, discuss emerging drivers and 
signals of change, trends, potential challenges, and the 
opportunities that lie ahead. 

Horizon scanning – Major Trends and Calls for Action 

Technological Innovation 
in Plant Breeding

Climate Change, 
Sustainability, and 

Biodiversity

Globalization, Trade, and 
New Business Models

Policy, Regulation, and 
Institutional Trust

Inclusivity and 
International Cooperation

Strategic and 
Organizational 
Considerations
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1. Technological Innovation in Plant Breeding 
– faster breeding / shorter life cycles
– enforcing rights (EDVs)
– adapt DUS guidance
– standards for data management and 

collaborations 

The TC and the CAJ are invited to endorse the 
collaboration with OECD and ISTA to establish 
common sets of molecular markers for variety 
identification

Horizon scanning – Major Trends

2. Increasing Sustainability Demands

• Climate-Resilient Varieties, new emerging areas 
and environmental services.

• PVP needs to be positioned as part of broader 
sustainability agendas

• reassert leadership shaping the future of PVP

Horizon scanning – Major Trends
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3. Harmonization Needs

• Increased level of international operation by 
breeders requires more streamlined systems.

• Calls for UPOV to consider models used for other 
IP rights —one application and one DUS test 
accepted across multiple jurisdictions. 

• Such a model could significantly enhance the PVP 
system by leveraging UPOV’s digitalization tools 
and services and further initiatives that simplify 
and shorten, in a cost-effective way, the filing, 
examination and protection of new varieties in 
UPOV members.

Horizon scanning – Major Trends

UPOV Resources Strategy (URS)

• Secure sustainable finances and a 
skilled and engaged work force to 
generate continuous value for 
UPOV’s mission in promoting plant 
breeding worldwide by providing a 
global IP system that protects new 
plant varieties
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Conclusion

The UPOV System in a Changing World

The UPOV system of plant variety protection operates within a landscape shaped by rapid 
technological change, shifting global trade patterns, increasing sustainability demands, and 
evolving stakeholder expectations.

To stay relevant and impactful, the system must anticipate and respond proactively to emerging 
trends identified through the horizon scanning exercise. Strategic communication, policy agility, 
technological integration, and stronger international cooperation will be essential in this 
process.

For UPOV to continue driving agricultural innovation through the protection of new plant 
varieties, adequate resource allocation and a focus on ensuring that the system’s benefits 
reach people on the ground - as highlighted in the first example on Yeny - will be crucial.
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