C/57/17

ANNEX III, APPENDIX II

C/57/17

Annex III, Appendix II, page 1

	[image: ]
	E

	International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants
	




	Council
Fifty- Seventh Ordinary Session
Geneva, October 27, 2023
	C/57/17
Original:  English
Date:  October 27, 2023


Report
adopted by the Council
Opening of the session 

	The Council of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) held its fifty‑seventh ordinary session in Geneva on October 27, 2023, chaired by Mr. Yehan Cui (China), President of the Council.

	The session was opened by the President who welcomed the participants. The list of participants is reproduced in Annex I to this report.

	The President reported that Rwanda has been granted observer status in the Council.

	The President introduced Ms. Yolanda Huerta, who was appointed to the post of Vice Secretary‑General, on October 23, 2023, Mr. Martin Ekvad, appointed Director of Legal Affairs and Mr. Leontino Taveira, appointed Director of Global Development and Technical Affairs, on October 15, 2023.

	Mr. Daren Tang, Secretary-General, welcomed the participants.  A copy of the Secretary‑General’s remarks is reproduced in Annex III, Appendix I to this report.


Adoption of the agenda

	The Council adopted the revised draft agenda, as presented in document C/57/1 Rev..


Report by the Vice Secretary-General on developments in UPOV

	The Council received a presentation from the Vice Secretary-General and noted that a copy of the presentation would be made available after the UPOV sessions on the UPOV website.  

	The Council welcomed that Ghana had expressed its commitment to join UPOV e-PVP, at the one hundredth and first session of the Consultative Committee.

	The Council welcomed the expressions of commitment from Canada, the European Union and the Netherlands (Kingdom of) to join the UPOV e-PVP DUS Report Exchange Module. 

	The Council noted the intervention by the Delegation of the United Kingdom that it had the intention to join UPOV e PVP and planned to launch UPOV e-PVP in March 2024. 


[bookmark: _Hlk149303578]Report by the President on the work of the hundred and first session of the Consultative Committee; adoption of recommendations, if any, prepared by that Committee

	The Council considered document C/57/15.

	The Council noted the intervention by the Association for Plant Breeding for the Benefit of Society (APBREBES), and in particular, the reference to a “Comparative Study of the Nagoya Protocol, the Plant Treaty and the UPOV Convention:  The Interface of Access and Benefit Sharing and Plant Variety Protection” done by the Centre for International Sustainable Development Law.  The representative was of the view that the last paragraph of the FAQ on CBD, ITPGRFA and UPOV, contained in document C/57/15, was not in accordance with the following part of the study “Sui generis PVP systems adopted outside of the UPOV Convention framework – as permitted by TRIPS – may provide a way to better balance rights and obligations relating to the Nagoya Protocol, Plant Treaty, and PVP” and suggested its deletion. 

	Based on the recommendation of the Consultative Committee, reported in document C/57/15, the Council approved the following FAQ on CBD, ITPGRFA and UPOV:

Complementarity between the UPOV Convention, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA)

Aims and objectives

Biological diversity or ‘biodiversity’ is the term used to describe the variety of all living organisms and includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. Biodiversity underpins all human activity, notably including agriculture and, therefore, food security. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has three objectives: the conservation of biodiversity, the sustainable use of the components of biodiversity and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. A supplementary agreement to the CBD, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from the Utilization elaborates on the Convention’s provisions on access to genetic resources, traditional knowledge and benefit‑sharing in order to contribute to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

The objectives of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture are the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use, in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, for sustainable agriculture and food security.  The International Treaty relates to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.  

The Treaty aims at:  recognizing the enormous contributions of farmers to diversity of crops that feed the world; establishing a global system to provide farmers, plant breeders and scientists with access to plant genetic materials; ensuring that recipients share benefits they derive from the use of these genetic materials.

UPOV's mission is to provide and promote an effective system of plant variety protection, with the aim of encouraging the development of new varieties of plants, for the benefit of society.

Synergies between biodiversity, sustainable agriculture and plant breeding 

Conservation of biodiversity depends on sustainable agriculture and a halt or reversal to the expansion of agricultural land, while there are parallel demands on agricultural land for food and energy production.  
This means that there is a need to produce more from existing agricultural land, in a sustainable way.  Conversely, sustainable agriculture is dependent on the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, in particular by ensuring healthy soils and thriving populations of pollinators to achieve fertile crops, among other things.  

By encouraging the development of new varieties of plants, the UPOV system encourages the sustainable use of biodiversity while creating new genetic diversity. New plant varieties with improved yield, more efficient use of nutrients, resistance to plant pests and diseases, salt and drought tolerance and better adaptation to climatic stress, according to the needs and preferences of farmers and consumers, can sustainably increase productivity and product quality in agriculture, horticulture and forestry.  
These attributes can reduce the pressure on the natural environment and biodiversity by reducing the need for inputs while reducing the area of land needed for agriculture.  Plant breeding sustainably uses biological diversity and relies on the conservation of biodiversity to develop new varieties that deliver substantial benefits for farmers and society as a whole. The critical importance of biodiversity to agriculture is recognized in the CBD and the Nagoya Protocol acknowledges the importance of genetic resources for food and agriculture and their special role for food security. The recognition of the importance of crop and genetic diversity for sustainable agriculture and food security is central to the objectives of the ITPGRFA. 

Benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources

By encouraging plant breeding, the UPOV system incentivizes the generation of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources.  In addition, the “breeder’s exemption” in the UPOV Convention enables plant diversity in the form of protected plant varieties to be available for further breeding activities because acts done using such varieties for the purpose of breeding other varieties are not subject to any restriction by the breeder. This reflects the fact that access to protected varieties contributes to sustaining greatest progress in plant breeding and, thereby, to maximize the use of genetic resources for the benefit of society.

The CBD, Nagoya Protocol and ITPGRFA establish the requirements and mechanisms for the sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. In relation to the breeder’s exemption, a recipient of material from the Multilateral System of the ITPGRFA who commercializes a product that is available without restriction to others for further research and breeding is not obliged but it is encouraged to contribute to the benefit sharing fund of the ITPGRFA.  

Legislation in Contracting Parties 

International cooperation, as well as coherence in the relevant legislative, administrative and policy measures concerning the CBD, ITPGRFA and the UPOV Convention, in the Contracting Parties concerned, is beneficial for achieving the desired outcomes of those treaties, notably in relation to sustainable agriculture and food security in the context of climate change and land degradation as well as the conservation of biodiversity, access to genetic resources and the sharing of benefits from their utilization.

	The Council noted the work of the Consultative Committee at its hundred and first session, as reported in document C/57/15.


Adoption of documents 

	The Council considered document SESSIONS/2023/2 in conjunction with the conclusions of the Technical Committee (TC) at its fifty-ninth session, held in Geneva on October 23 and 24, 2023 (see document TC/59/28 “Report”) and the conclusions of the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ) at its eightieth session, held in Geneva on October 25, 2023 (see document CAJ/80/6 “Report”).

Information Materials

UPOV/INF/16:  Exchangeable Software (Revision) (document UPOV/INF/16/12 Draft 1)

	The Council noted that the TC and the CAJ had approved the revision of document UPOV/INF/16/11 “Exchangeable Software”, on the basis of document UPOV/INF/16/12 Draft 1.

	The Council adopted the proposed revisions to document UPOV/INF/16/11 “Exchangeable Software”, on the basis of document UPOV/INF/16/12 Draft 1. 

UPOV/INF/22: Software and Equipment Used by Members of the Union (Revision) (document UPOV/INF/22/10 Draft 1)

	The Council noted that the TC and the CAJ had approved the revision of document UPOV/INF/22/9 “Software and equipment used by members of the Union”, on the basis of document UPOV/INF/22/10 Draft 1.

	The Council adopted the proposed revisions to document UPOV/INF/22/9 “Software and equipment used by members of the Union”, on the basis of document UPOV/INF/22/10 Draft 1. 

UPOV/INF/23: UPOV Code System (Revision) (document UPOV/INF/23/2 Draft 1)

	The Council noted that the TC and the CAJ had approved the revision of document UPOV/INF/23/1 “Guide to the UPOV Code System”, on the basis of document UPOV/INF/23/2 Draft 1.

	The Council adopted the proposed revisions to document UPOV/INF/23/1 “Guide to the UPOV Code System”, on the basis of document UPOV/INF/23/2 Draft 1. 

UPOV/INF-EXN:  List of UPOV/INF-EXN Documents and Latest Issue Dates (Revision) 
(document UPOV/INF-EXN/17 Draft 1)

	The Council adopted the proposed revisions to document UPOV/INF-EXN: “List of UPOV/INF-EXN Documents and Latest Issue Dates”, on the basis of document UPOV/INF-EXN/17 Draft 1. 
Explanatory Notes:

UPOV/EXN/EDV:  Explanatory Notes on Essentially Derived Varieties under the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention (Revision) (documents SESSIONS/2023/2 and UPOV/EXN/EDV/3 Draft 4)

	The representative of the International Community of Breeders of Asexually Reproduced Horticultural Plants (CIOPORA), on behalf of the breeders’ organizations with observer status in the Council, welcomed the proposed revision in document UPOV/EXN/EDV/3 Draft 4, for the main reason that in the breeders’ view it was now clear that it was no longer a precondition for an essentially derived variety to retain all essential characteristics of the initial variety.

	The Council adopted the proposed revision to document UPOV/EXN/EDV/2 “Explanatory Notes on Essentially Derived Varieties under the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention”, on the basis of document UPOV/EXN/EDV/3 Draft 4. 

[bookmark: _Hlk149304435]	The Council agreed to add, as a standing item on the CAJ agenda, “Updates from UPOV members and observers relating to the implementation of the concept of essentially derived varieties”. Based on relevant updates, the Council noted that the CAJ would advise on whether it would be appropriate to develop further guidance on essentially derived varieties.

UPOV/EXN/DEN:  Explanatory Notes on Variety Denominations under the UPOV Convention (Revision) (Annex I to document SESSIONS/2023/2)

	The Council noted that the TC, at its fifty-ninth session, had not approved the proposal for Prunus, which would be considered by the Technical Working Parties (TWPs), at their sessions in 2024. 

	The Council noted that the TC and the CAJ had approved the revision of document UPOV/EXN/DEN/1 “Explanatory Notes on Variety Denominations under the UPOV Convention”, on the basis of the proposed amendments presented in Annex I to document SESSIONS/2023/2, Proposals 1 (Allium) and 3 (Beta). 

	The Council adopted the proposed revisions to document UPOV/EXN/DEN/1 “Explanatory Notes on Variety Denominations under the UPOV Convention”, on the basis of the proposed amendments presented in Annex I to document SESSIONS/2023/2, Proposals 1 (Allium) and 3 (Beta). 

TGP Documents

TGP/7:  Development of Test Guidelines (Revision) 

Converting standard Test Guidelines wording into optional wording 
(Annex II to document SESSION/2023/2

	The Council considered Annex II to document SESSION/2023/2.

	The Council noted that the CAJ had approved to adopt a revision of document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”, on the basis of the proposed amendments presented in Annex II to document SESSION/2023/2.

	The Council adopted a revision of document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”, on the basis of the proposed amendments presented in Annex II to document SESSION/2023/2.

Disease resistance characteristics: addition of state of expression and placement of non‑asterisked disease resistance characteristics in Section 5 of the Technical Questionnaire 
(Annex II to document SESSIONS/2023/2)

	The Council noted that the TC and the CAJ had agreed to the revision of document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”, GN 13, paragraph 3.6, on the basis of the proposed amendments presented in Annex II to document SESSIONS/2023/2.

	The Council adopted the proposed revisions to document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines”, GN 13, paragraph 3.6, on the basis of the proposed amendments set out in Annex II to document SESSIONS/2023/2.

TGP/12:  Guidance on Certain Physiological Characteristics (Revision):

Example disease resistance characteristic (Annex IV to document SESSIONS/2023/2)

	The Council noted that the TC and the CAJ had agreed to the revision of document TGP/12 “Guidance on certain physiological characteristics”, Section 2.3.2, as presented in Annex IV, paragraph 3, to document SESSIONS/2023/2.

	The Council adopted the proposed revisions to document TGP/12 “Guidance on certain physiological characteristics”, Section 2.3.2, as presented in Annex IV, paragraph 3, to document SESSIONS/2023/2.

TGP/14: Glossary of Terms Used in UPOV Documents (Revision)
(document SESSIONS/2023/2)

	The Council considered paragraph 30 of document SESSION/2023/2.

	The Council noted that the CAJ had approved the revision of document TGP/14 “Glossary of Terms Used in UPOV Documents”, on the basis of the correction as presented in paragraph 30 of document SESSION/2023/2.

	The Council adopted the proposed revisions to document TGP/14 “Glossary of Terms Used in UPOV Documents”, on the basis of the correction as presented in paragraph 30 of document SESSION/2023/2.


Financial statements for 2022

	The Council approved the Financial Statements for 2022, as presented in document C/57/9.


Performance Report for 2022

	The Council noted the UPOV Performance Report 2022 contained in document C/57/2.


Report of the External Auditor

	The Council considered document C/57/10.

	The Council noted the information contained in the Report of the External Auditor, as presented in document C/57/10, in conjunction with an oral report made by Mr. Pete Cassidy, National Audit Office, United Kingdom.

	The Council noted that, in relation to the Recommendation of the External Auditor that “UPOV regularly consult with its Members on the costs and benefits of continued alignment with the full provisions of the Staff Regulations and Staff Rules of WIPO and the associated UN common system entitlements to ensure that it provides best value for the Union”, the Consultative Committee, at its hundred and first session, had agreed, for cost efficiency purposes, to continue the alignment of UPOV with the full provisions of the Staff Regulations and Staff Rules of WIPO and the associated UN common system entitlements.

	The Council expressed its gratitude to the National Audit Office of the United Kingdom for acting as External Auditor of the UPOV accounts.


Appointment of the External Auditor 

	The Council considered document C/57/14.

	The Council noted the developments concerning the consultations by the Office of the Union with the United Kingdom and Switzerland, in accordance with the decision of the Council of 2022, concerning the procedure for the appointment of the External Auditor of UPOV.

	The Council noted that, as a result of those consultations, the Auditor General of Switzerland has agreed to be designated by the Council, as External Auditor of UPOV, for one year, starting from January 2024 to December 2024.
	The Council designated Switzerland, with its agreement, as External Auditor of UPOV, for one year, starting from January 2024 to December 2024.

	The Council noted that all members of the Union would be part of future consultations for a proposal for the appointment of the External Auditor for UPOV.


Arrears in contributions as of September 30, 2023

	The Council considered document C/57/11.

	In reply to a question by the Delegation of Belarus, the Council noted the explanation by the Office of the Union that the UPOV Convention provided as follows in relation to members of the Union in arrears (Article 29(5)):

	“(5)	[Arrears in contributions]  (a)  A State member of the Union which is in arrears in the payment of its contributions may not, subject to subparagraph (b), exercise its right to vote in the Council if the amount of its arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the contribution due from it for the preceding full year.  
The suspension of the right to vote shall not relieve such State member of the Union of its obligations under this Convention and shall not deprive it of any other rights thereunder.

“	(b)	The Council may allow the said State member of the Union to continue to exercise its right to vote if, and as long as, the Council is satisfied that the delay in payment is due to exceptional and unavoidable circumstances.”

	The Council noted the status of payment of contributions as of September 30, 2023, and noted that due to recent payments, Jordan and Viet Nam had no arrears.


Draft Program and Budget for the 2024-2025 Biennium

	The Council considered document C/57/4.

	The Council approved the Draft Program and Budget of the Union for the 2024 2025 Biennium, as presented in the Annex to document C/57/4, including:

(i)	the amount of contributions from members of the Union;

(ii)	the proposed maximum ceiling of expenditure in the regular budget being 7,901,307 Swiss francs or the income received in the biennium, whichever is the lower; and

(iii)	the total number of posts.


Program of meetings

Approval of work programs for the Administrative and Legal Committee, the Technical Committee and the Technical Working Parties 

	The Council considered document C/57/12 and received an oral presentation by the Chair of the CAJ, on the work of the eightieth session of the CAJ, based on document CAJ/80/6 “Report”.
	The Council approved the work program for the eighty-first session of the CAJ, as presented in the report of the eightieth session of the CAJ (see document CAJ/80/6 “Report”, paragraph 44), with the addition of the following item in the agenda for its eighty-first session: “Updates from UPOV members and observers relating to the implementation of the concept of essentially derived varieties”.

	The Council noted the work of the Technical Committee (TC) and of the Technical Working Parties (TWPs), and the oral presentation made by the Chair of the TC on the work of the fifty‑ninth session of the TC, based on document TC/59/28 “Report”.

	The Council approved the work of the TC and the work programs of the TWPs as provided in document TC/59/28 “Report”.

Calendar of meetings in 2023

	The Council considered document C/57/8 and the recommendation by the Consultative Committee at its one hundred and first session, as reported in document C/57/8.

	The Council approved the calendar of meetings in 2024, and the tentative dates for meetings in 2025 and 2026, as set out in document C/57/8, with the following changes:

JANUARY 2024

Monday, 15 	TC-EDC (virtual meeting) (at 9 pm (Geneva time)
Wednesday, 17	TC-EDC (virtual meeting) (at 11 am (Geneva time)

MARCH 2024

Tuesday, 19 and Wednesday, 20	TC-EDC (virtual meeting) (time to be defined)

Wednesday, 13 Monday, 18	EAM/3 (hybrid meeting)
Thursday, 21 	WG-HRV/5 (hybrid meeting)
Friday, 22	WG-SHF/5 (hybrid meeting)

OCTOBER 2024
Monday, 21 (evening)	TC-EDC (hybrid meeting)


Election of new Chairpersons

	The Council elected, in each case for a term of three years ending with the sixtieth ordinary session of the Council, in 2026:

(a)	Mr. Ľubomir Basta (Slovakia) as Chairperson of the Technical Working Party for Agricultural Crops (TWA);

(b)	Ms. Carole Dirwimmer (France) as Chairperson of the Technical Working Party for Fruit Crops (TWF);

(c)	Ms. Nuria Urquía Fernández (Spain) as Chairperson of the Technical Working Party on Testing Methods and Techniques (TWM);

[bookmark: _Hlk148018177](d) 	Ms. Hilary Papworth (United Kingdom) as Chairperson of the Technical Working Party for Ornamental Plants and Forest Trees (TWO); and

[bookmark: _Hlk148018199](e) 	Mr. Yoshiyuki Ohno (Japan) as Chairperson of the Technical Working Party for Vegetables (TWV).


Matters for information:

	The Council noted the following documents under item 14 “Matters for information”, which had been posted for information on the C/57 webpage:

(a) Report on activities during the first nine months of 2023 (document C/57/3)

(b) Situation in the legislative, administrative and technical fields:

(i)	Reports by representatives of members and observers (document C/57/13)
(ii)	Cooperation in examination (document C/57/5);  List of the taxa protected by the members of the Union (document C/57/6);  Plant variety protection statistics for the period 2018‑2022 (document C/57/7)

	The Council noted the oral presentation made by the Office of the Union concerning information contained in documents C/57/5 “Cooperation in examination” and C/57/6 “List of Taxa protected and PVP statistics” (see Annex II to this report).




Press release

	The Council considered the draft press release, as contained in document C/57/16.

	The Council approved the draft press release, as reproduced in Annex III to this report.

	In recognition of his outstanding contribution to UPOV, the Secretary-General awarded a UPOV gold medal to Mr. Peter Button, the former Vice Secretary-General of UPOV from September 1, 2000, to October 22, 2023.

	This report was adopted by the Council at the close of its session, on October 27, 2023.
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Shymaa ABOSHOSHA (Ms.), Agronomist, Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO), Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification (CASC), Giza 
(e-mail: sh_z9@hotmail.com)
ESPAGNE / SPAIN / SPANIEN / ESPAÑA
Nuria URQUÍA FERNÁNDEZ (Sra.), Jefe de Área de Registro de Variedades, Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales (MPA y OEVV), Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación (MAPA), Madrid 
(e-mail: nurquia@mapa.es)
ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE / UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / VEREINIGTE STAATEN VON AMERIKA / 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA
Nyeemah GRAZIER (Ms.), Patent Attorney, Office of Policy and International Affairs (OPIA), U.S. Department of Commerce, Alexandria 
(e-mail: nyeemah.grazier@uspto.gov)
Christian HANNON (Mr.), Senior Patent Attorney, Office of Policy and International Affairs (OPIA), U.S. Department of Commerce, Alexandria 
(e-mail: christian.hannon@uspto.gov)
Ruihong GUO (Ms.), Deputy Administrator, AMS, Science & Technology Program, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Washington D.C. 
(e-mail: ruihong.guo@usda.gov)
Hasan S. AHMED (Mr.), Patent Attorney, Office of Policy and International Affairs, U.S. Department of Commerce, Alexandria 
(e-mail: Hasan.Ahmed@USPTO.gov)
Florence DOVAL (Ms.), Foreign Affairs Officer, Office of Intellectual Property Enforcement, U.S. Department of State, Washington D.C. 
(e-mail: DovalF@state.gov)
Yasmine Nicole FULENA (Ms.), Intellectual Property Advisor, Permanent Mission, Chambésy 
(e-mail: fulenayn@state.gov)
FÉDÉRATION DE RUSSIE / RUSSIAN FEDERATION / RUSSISCHE FÖDERATION / 
FEDERACIÓN DE RUSIA
Anton MINAEV (Mr.), Counsellor, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
(e-mail: anton_minaev@outlook.com)
Olga PANTELEEVA (Ms.), Counsellor, Embassy of the Russian Federation, Bern
(e-mail: o.panteleyeva@mcx.gov.ru)
Anastasiia TOROPOVA (Ms.), Second secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
(e-mail: toropovaaa1@yandex.ru)
Ivan TARUTIN (Mr.), Third Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
(e-mail: Tarutin.ivan@gmail.com)
FINLANDE / FINLAND / FINNLAND / FINLANDIA
Tarja HIETARANTA (Ms.), Senior Specialist, Plant Variety Registration, Finnish Food  Authority, Loimaa 
(e-mail: tarja.hietaranta@ruokavirasto.fi)
GHANA / GHANA / GHANA / GHANA
Diana Asonoba DAPAAH (Ms.), Deputy Attorney General and Deputy Minister of Justice, Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Justice, Accra 
(e-mail: diana.dapaah@mojagd.gov.gh)
Grace Ama ISSAHAQUE (Ms.), Registrar-General, Ministry of Justice, Accra 
(e-mail: graceissahaque@hotmail.com)
Teddy EDU-YAW (Mr.), Principal IT/IM Officer, Registrar-General’s Department, Ministry of Justice, Accra 
(e-mail: eduyaw@gmail.com)
HONGRIE / HUNGARY / UNGARN / HUNGRÍA
Dóra GYETVAINÉ VIRÁG (Ms.), Vice-President for Industrial Property Administration, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office (HIPO), Budapest 
(e-mail: dora.virag@hipo.gov.hu) 
Katalin MIKLÓ (Ms.), Head, Patent Department, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office (HIPO), Budapest 
(e-mail: katalin.miklo@hipo.gov.hu)
IRLANDE / IRELAND / IRLAND / IRLANDA
Elizabeth HYLAND (Ms.), Deputy Controller of Plant Breeders Rights, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Leixlip 
(e-mail: Elizabeth.Hyland@agriculture.gov.ie)
ISRAËL / ISRAEL / ISRAEL / ISRAEL
Dikla DABBY-NAOR (Ms.), Chairperson, Plant Breeders' Rights Council, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Beit-Dagan 
(e-mail: diklad@moag.gov.il)
Italie / italy / italien / italia
Alessandro FARACI (Mr.), Patents Examiner, Italian Patent and Trademark Office, Ministry of Enterprises and Made in Italy, Roma 
(e-mail: alessandro.faraci@mise.gov.it)
Felice Piscitello (Mr.), Attaché, Permanent Mission of Italy to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva
(e-mail: rappoi.ginevra@esteri.it)
JAPON / JAPAN / JAPAN / JAPÓN
Minori HAGIWARA (Ms.), Director for International Affairs on Plant Variety Protection, Plant Variety Protection Office, Intellectual Property Division, Export and International Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo 
(e-mail: minori_hagiwara110@maff.go.jp)
KIRGHIZISTAN / KYRGYZSTAN / KIRGISISTAN / KIRGUISTÁN
Bakytbek ABYSHBAEV (Mr.), Chief Specialist, Kyrgyzpatent, Bishkek 
(e-mail: b.abyshbaev@patent.kg)
LITUANIE / LITHUANIA / LITAUEN / LITUANIA
Austė GEDDES (Ms.), Chief Specialist in Plant Variety Protection, State Plant Service, Vilnius 
(e-mail: auste.geddes@vatzum.lt) 
MAROC / MOROCCO / MAROKKO / MARRUECOS
Zoubida TAOUSSI (Mme), Responsable de la protection des obtentions végétales, Office National de Sécurité Sanitaire de Produits Alimentaires (ONSSA), Rabat 
(e-mail: ztaoussi67@gmail.com)
MEXIQUE / MEXICO / MEXIKO / MÉXICO
Leobigildo CÓRDOVA TÉLLEZ (Sr.), Director, Servicio Nacional de Inspección y Certificación de Semillas (SNICS), Secretaria de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural (Agricultura), Ciudad de México
(e-mail: leobigildo.cordova@agricultura.gob.mx)
Víctor Manuel VÁSQUEZ NAVARRETE (Sr.), Director de área, Servicio Nacional de Inspección y Certificación de Semillas (SNICS), Secretaria de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural (Agricultura), Ciudad de México 
(e-mail: victor.vasquez@agricultura.gob.mx)
Maria del Pilar ESCOBAR BAUTISTA (Ms.), Consejera, Misión Permanente, Ginebra
(e-mail: pescobar@sre.gob.mx) 
Jesús Mario CHACÓN CARRILLO (Mr.), Counsellor, Misión Permanente, Ginebra 
(e-mail: mchaconc@sre.gob.mx)
Itzel FERNÁNDEZ PANDO (Ms.), Advisor, Misión Permanente, Ginebra 
(e-mail: telecomoge@sre.gob.mx)
NORVÈGE / NORWAY / NORWEGEN / NORUEGA
Pia BORG (Ms.), Senior Advisor, Norwegian Food Safety Authority, Brumunddal 
(e-mail: pia.borg@mattilsynet.no)
Elin Cecilie RANUM (Ms.), Advisor, Utviklingsfondet, Oslo 
(e-mail: elin@utviklingsfondet.no) 
NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE / NEW ZEALAND / NEUSEELAND / NUEVA ZELANDIA
Christopher James BARNABY (Mr.), PVR Manager / Assistant Commissioner, Plant Variety Rights Office, Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand, Ministry of Economic Development, Christchurch 
(e-mail: Chris.Barnaby@pvr.govt.nz)
Cecilia REQUEJO-JACKMAN (Ms.), Senior Plant Variety Rights Examiner, Plant Variety Rights Office, Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand, Ministry of Economic Development, Christchurch 
(e-mail: Cecilia.R-Jackman@pvr.govt.nz)
ORGANISATION AFRICAINE DE LA PROPRIÉTÉ INTELLECTUELLE (OAPI) / AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (OAPI) / AFRIKANISCHE ORGANISATION FÜR GEISTIGES EIGENTUM (OAPI) / ORGANIZACIÓN AFRICANA DE LA PROPIEDAD INTELECTUAL (OAPI)
Vladimir Ludovic MEZUI ONO (M.), Chef de Projet de Promotion des Obtentions Végétales (PPOV), Organisation africaine de la propriété intellectuelle (OAPI), Yaoundé, Cameroun 
(e-mail: vladimir.mezui@oapi.int)
PAYS-BAS / NETHERLANDS / NIEDERLANDE / PAÍSES BAJOS
Kees Jan GROENEWOUD (Mr.), Secretary, Board for Plant Varieties (Raad voor plantenrassen), Roelofarendsveen 
(e-mail: c.j.a.groenewoud@raadvoorplantenrassen.nl)
Marien VALSTAR (Mr.), Senior Policy Officer, Seeds and Plant Propagation Material, DG Agro, Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, The Hague 
(e-mail: m.valstar@minlnv.nl)
John VAN RUITEN (Mr.), Managing Director, Ministerie van Landbouw, Natuurbeheer en Visserij, Den Haag 
(e-mail: j.v.ruiten@naktuinbouw.nl)
Bernadette REGEER (Ms.), Coordinating policy advisor, Phytosanitary Affairs and Propagating material, DG Agro & Nature, Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, Den Haag 
(e-mail: b.regeer@minlnv.nl)
POLOGNE / POLAND / POLEN / POLONIA
Alicja RUTKOWSKA-ŁOŚ (Ms.), Head of National Listing and PBR Protection Office, Research Centre for Cultivar Testing (COBORU), Slupia Wielka 
(e-mail: a.rutkowska-los@coboru.gov.pl)
Małgorzata JANISZEWSKA-MICHALSKA (Ms.), Head of Legal and Human Resources Office, Research Centre for Cultivar Testing (COBORU), Slupia Wielka 
(e-mail: m.janiszewska@coboru.gov.pl)
PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL
Carlos GODINHO (Mr.), Senior officer, Directorate General for Food and Veterinary (DGAV), Lisboa 
(e-mail: carlos.godinho@dgav.pt)
RÉPUBLIQUE DE CORÉE / REPUBLIC OF KOREA / REPUBLIK KOREA / REPÚBLICA DE COREA
JongPil KIM (Mr.), Director, Plant Variety Protection Division, Korean Seed and Variety Service (KSVS), Gimcheon City 
(e-mail: kimjp21@korea.kr)
Yong Seok JANG (Mr.), Deputy Director, Plant Variety Protection Division, National Forest Seed Variety Center (NFSV), Chungcheongbukdo 
(e-mail: mushrm@korea.kr) 
Chan Woong PARK (Mr.), Deputy Director/Examiner, Plant Variety Protection Division, Korea Seed and Variety Service (KSVS), Jeju-Do 
(e-mail: chwopark@korea.kr)
Tae Hoon KIM (Mr.), Senior Forest Researcher, Examiner, National Forest Seed Variety Center (NFSV), Chungcheongbuk-do 
(e-mail: algae23@korea.kr)
Won-Bum CHO (Mr.), Forest Researcher, Plant Variety Protection Division, National Forest Seed Variety Center (NFSV), Chungcheongbuk-do 
(e-mail: rudis99@korea.kr) 
Hwan-Su HWANG (Mr.), Forest Researcher, Plant Variety Protection Division, National Forest Seed Variety Center, Korea Forest Service, Chungcheongbuk-do 
(e-mail: hwansu3368@korea.kr)
Kwanghong LEE (Mr.), Researcher, Korea Seed and Variety Service (KSVS), Gimcheon City 
(e-mail: grin@korea.kr)
RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE / CZECH REPUBLIC / TSCHECHISCHE REPUBLIK / REPÚBLICA CHECA
Daniel JUREČKA (Mr.), Director General, Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture (ÚKZÚZ), Brno 
(e-mail: daniel.jurecka@ukzuz.cz)
RÉPUBLIQUE-UNIE DE TANZANIE / UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA / 
VEREINIGTE REPUBLIK TANSANIA / REPÚBLICA UNIDA DE TANZANÍA
Patrick NGWEDIAGI (Mr.), Director General, Tanzania Official Seed Certification Institute (TOSCI), Morogoro 
(e-mail: dg@tosci.go.tz)
Twalib Mustafa NJOHOLE (Mr.), Registrar of Plant Breeders' Rights, Plant Breeders Rights' Office, Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), Dodoma 
(e-mail: twalib.njohole@kilimo.go.tz)
ROUMANIE / ROMANIA / RUMÄNIEN / RUMANIA
Teodor Dan ENESCU (Mr.), Counsellor, State Institute for Variety Testing and Registration (ISTIS), Bucarest
(e-mail: enescu_teodor@istis.ro)
ROYAUME-UNI / UNITED KINGDOM / VEREINIGTES KÖNIGREICH / REINO UNIDO
Kat DEEKS (Ms.), Plant Variety and seeds policy Team Leader, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Cambridge 
(e-mail: katherine.deeks@defra.gov.uk)
Caroline POWER (Ms.), Subject Matter Expert Plant Varieties & Seeds, Senior Executive Officer (TARA), Plant and Bee Health Transformation Programme, Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA), Cambridge 
(e-mail: caroline.power@apha.gov.uk)
SERBIE / SERBIA / SERBIEN / SERBIA
Gordana LONCAR (Ms.), Senior Adviser for Plant Variety protection, Plant Protection Directorate, Group for Plant Variety Protection and Biosafety, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Belgrade 
(e-mail: gordana.loncar@minpolj.gov.rs)
SLOVÉNIE / SLOVENIA / SLOWENIEN / ESLOVENIA
Barbara VINTAR (Ms.), Advisor, Agriculture Directorate, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food (MAFF), Ljubljana 
(e-mail: barbara.vintar@gov.si)
SUÈDE / SWEDEN / SCHWEDEN / SUECIA
Magnus FRANZÉN (Mr.), Deputy Head, Plant and Control Department, Swedish Board of Agriculture, Jönköping 
(e-mail: magnus.franzen@jordbruksverket.se)
SUISSE / SWITZERLAND / SCHWEIZ / SUIZA
Alwin KOPSE (M.), Sous-directeur général adjoint, Responsable de secteur d'affaires internationales et systèmes alimentaires, Office fédéral de l'agriculture (OFAG), Bern 
(e-mail: alwin.kopse@blw.admin.ch)
Eva TSCHARLAND (Ms.), Jurist, Fachbereich Recht und Verfahren, Office fédéral de l'agriculture (OFAG), Bern 
(e-mail: eva.tscharland@blw.admin.ch)
Manuela BRAND (Ms.), Plant Variety Rights Office, Plant Health and Varieties, Office fédéral de l'agriculture (OFAG), Bern 
(e-mail: manuela.brand@blw.admin.ch)
TUNISIE / TUNISIA / TUNESIEN / TÚNEZ
Omar BRAHMI (M.), Ingénieur en chef, Chef service Évaluation, Homologation et Protection des Obtentions Végétales, Direction Générale de la Santé Végétale et de Contrôle des Intrants Agricoles, Ministère de l'Agriculture, des Ressources Hydrauliques et de la Pêche, Tunis 
(e-mail: bo.dgpcqpa@iresa.agrinet.tn)
TÜRKIYE / TÜRKIYE / TÜRKEI / TÜRKIYE
Mehmet ÇAKMAK (Mr.), PBR Expert, Senior Agricultural Engineer, Msc., Seed Department, General Directorate of Plant Production, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Ankara
(e-mail: mehmet.cakmak@tarimorman.gov.tr)
Nilufer YILDIRIM SOZMEN (Mr.), PBR Expert, Senior Agricultural Engineer, Ankara
(e-mail: nilufer.sozmen@tarimorman.gov.tr)
Aysen ALAY VURAL (Ms.), Research Programme Coordinator, General Directorate Of Agricultural Research and Policy, Ankara 
(e-mail: aysen.alayvural@tarimorman.gov.tr) 
Cagri OVAYURT (Ms.), Agricultural Engineer, General Directorate of Agricultural Research and Policies, Ankara 
(e-mail: cagri.ovayurt@tarimorman.gov.tr)  
UKRAINE / UKRAINE / UKRAINE / UCRANIA
Nataliia HOLICHENKO (Ms.), Head, Department of International Cooperation and Support of the UPOV Council Representative, Ukrainian Institute for Plant Variety Examination, Kyiv 
(e-mail: nataliia.holichenko@gmail.com)
UNION EUROPÉENNE / EUROPEAN UNION / EUROPÄISCHE UNION / UNIÓN EUROPEA
José Antonio SOBRINO MATÉ (Sr.), Subdirector General de Medios de Producción Agrícola, Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales (MPA y OEVV), DG Producciones y Mercados Agrarios, Ministerio de Agricultura y Pesca, Alimentación (MAPA), Madrid 
(e-mail: jasobrino@mapa.es)
Nuria URQUÍA FERNÁNDEZ (Sra.), Jefe de Área de Registro de Variedades, Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales (MPA y OEVV), Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación (MAPA), Madrid 
(e-mail: nurquia@mapa.es)
Francesco MATTINA (Mr.), President, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO), Angers 
(e-mail: mattina@cpvo.europa.eu)
Päivi MANNERKORPI (Ms.), Team Leader - Plant Reproductive Material, Unit G1 Plant Health, Directorate General for Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE), European Commission, Brussels 
(e-mail: paivi.mannerkorpi@ec.europa.eu)
Dirk THEOBALD (Mr.), Senior Adviser, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO), Angers 
(e-mail: theobald@cpvo.europa.eu)
II. OBSERVATEURS / OBSERVERS / BEOBACHTER / OBSERVADORES
ARABIE SAOUDITE / SAUDI ARABIA / SAUDI-ARABIEN / ARABIA SAUDITA
Ali NAMAZI (Mr.), Head of Plant Varieties, Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP), Riyadh 
(e-mail: anamazi@saip.gov.sa)
Fahd ALAIJAN (Mr.), Patent Support Expert, Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP), Riyadh 
(e-mail: fajlan@saip.gov.sa)
THAÏLANDE / THAILAND / THAILAND / TAILANDIA
Rungthiwa THANUMTHAT (Ms.), Senior Agricultural Research Officer, Plant Variety Protection Office, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Bangkok 
(e-mail: rungthiwa_pvp@yahoo.com)
Jaruwan SUKKHAROM (Ms.), Minister Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Thailand to the WTO, Geneva 
(e-mail: jaruwan@thaiwto.com) 
III. ORGANISATIONS / ORGANIZATIONS / ORGANISATIONEN / ORGANIZACIONES
AFRICAN SEED TRADE ASSOCIATION (afsta)
Justin J. RAKOTOARISAONA (Mr.), Secretary General, African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA), Nairobi, Kenya
(e-mail: justin@afsta.org)
Catherine LANGAT (Ms.), Technical Manager, African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA), Nairobi, Kenya
(e-mail: catherine@afsta.org)
CROPLIFE INTERNATIONAL
Marcel BRUINS (Mr.), Consultant, CropLife International, Bruxelles, Belgium
(e-mail: marcel@bruinsseedconsultancy.com)
ORGANISATION RÉGIONALE AFRICAINE DE LA PROPRIÉTÉ INTELLECTUELLE (ARIPO) / 
AFRICAN REGIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (ARIPO) / 
Afrikanische Regionalorganisation für gewerbliches Eigentum (ARIPO)
ORGANIZACIÓN REGIONAL AFRICANA DE LA PROPIEDAD INTELECTUAL (ARIPO)
Flora Kokwihyukya MPANJU (Ms.), Intellectual Property Director, African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO), Harare, Zimbabwe 
(e-mail: fmpanju@aripo.org)
COMMUNAUTÉ INTERNATIONALE DES OBTENTEURS DE PLANTES HORTICOLES À REPRODUCTION ASEXUÉE (CIOPORA) / INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF BREEDERS OF ASEXUALLY REPRODUCED HORTICULTURAL PLANTS (CIOPORA) / Internationale Gemeinschaft der Züchter vegetativ vermehrbarer gartenbaulicher Pflanzen (CIOPORA) / Comunidad Internacional de Obtentores de Plantas Hortícolas de Reproducción Asexuada (CIOPORA)
Edgar KRIEGER (Mr.), Secretary General, International Community of Breeders of Asexually Reproduced Horticultural Plants (CIOPORA), Hamburg, Germany 
(e-mail: edgar.krieger@ciopora.org)
Selena TRAVAGLIO (Ms.), Legal Counsel, International Community of Breeders of Asexually Reproduced Horticultural Plants (CIOPORA), Hamburg, Germany 
(e-mail: selena.travaglio@ciopora.org)
ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES PRODUCTEURS HORTICOLES (AIPH) / 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HORTICULTURAL PRODUCERS (AIPH) / 
INTERNATIONALER VERBAND DES ERWERBSGARTENBAUES (AIPH) / 
ASOCIACIÓN INTERNACIONAL DE PRODUCTORES HORTÍCOLAS (AIPH)
Mia HOPPERUS BUMA (Ms.), Advisor, Committee for Novelty Protection, International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH), The Hague, Netherlands 
(e-mail: info@miabuma.nl)
ASSOCIATION FOR PLANT BREEDING FOR THE BENEFIT OF SOCIETY
François MEIENBERG (Mr.), Coordinator, Association for Plant Breeding for the Benefit of Society (APBREBES), Zürich, Switzerland
(e-mail: contact@apbrebes.org)
SEED ASSOCIATION OF THE AMERICAS (SAA)
Diego A. RISSO (Sr.), Director Ejecutivo, Seed Association of the Americas (SAA), Montevideo, Uruguay
(e-mail: drisso@saaseed.org)
ASSOCIATION DES OBTENTEURS HORTICOLES EUROPÉENS (AOHE) / 
ASSOCIATION OF EUROPEAN HORTICULTURAL BREEDERS (AOHE) / 
VERBAND EUROPÄISCHER GARTENBAUZÜCHTER (AOHE) / 
ASOCIACIÓN DE OBTENTORES HORTÍCOLAS EUROPEOS (AOHE)
Dominique THÉVENON (Ms.), President - AOHE, Boad Member and Treasurer - CIOPORA, Association of European Horticultural Breeders (AOHE), Piolenc 
(e-mail: t.dominique4@orange.fr) 
Iv. BUREAU DE L’OMPI / OFFICE OF WIPO / BÜRO DER WIPO / OFICINA DE LA OMPI
Chitra NARAYANASWANY (Ms.), Director, Program Planning and Finance (Controller), Department of Program Planning and Finance
Janice COOK ROBBINS (Ms.), Director, Finance Division, Department of Program Planning and Finance
Maya Catharina BACHNER (Ms.), Director, Program Performance and Budget Division, Department of Program Planning and Finance
Isabel MONTAGNE (Ms.), Senior Project Manager, Program Performance and Budget Division, Department of Program Planning and Finance
V. VÉRIFICATEUR EXTERNE DE L’UPOV / EXTERNAL AUDITOR OF UPOV /
EXTERNER REVISOR DER UPOV / AUDITOR EXTERNO DE LA UPOV
Pete CASSIDY (Mr.), Engagement Manager, National Audit Office, United Kingdom
VI. BUREAU / OFFICER / VORSITZ / OFICINA
Yehan CUI (Mr.), President
Anthony PARKER (Mr.), Vice-President
VII. BUREAU DE L’UPOV / OFFICE OF UPOV / BÜRO DER UPOV / OFICINA DE LA UPOV
Daren TANG (Mr.), Secretary-General
Yolanda HUERTA (Ms.), Vice Secretary-General
[bookmark: _Hlk147302165]Martin EKVAD (Mr.), Director of Legal Affairs
[bookmark: _Hlk147302207]Leontino TAVEIRA (Mr.), Director of Global Development and Technical Affairs
Hend MADHOUR (Ms.), IT Officer
Manabu SUZUKI (Mr.), Technical/Regional Officer (Asia)
Kees VAN ETTEKOVEN (Mr.), Technical Expert
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PRESENTATION MADE BY THE OFFICE OF THE UNION CONCERNING INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN DOCUMENTS C/57/5 “COOPERATION IN EXAMINATION”, 
C/57/6 “LIST OF TAXA PROTECTED AND PVP STATISTICS” AND
C/57/7 “PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION STATISTICS FOR THE PERIOD 2018‑2022”
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DRAFT PRESS RELEASE


UPOV Press Release 140

Geneva, October 27, 2023


UPOV Council Holds its Annual Session


The Council of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) held its fifty‑seventh ordinary session on October 27, 2023, chaired by Mr. Yehan Cui (China).  The report of the session is provided in document C/57/17 (see https://www.upov.int/meetings/fr/details.jsp?meeting_id=77232). 

It was the first Council with the new UPOV leadership team: Ms. Yolanda Huerta, from Spain, as the seventh Vice Secretary‑General of UPOV, Mr. Martin Ekvad, from Sweden, who joins as Director of Legal Affairs and Mr. Leontino Taveira from Brazil who assumes the position of Director of Global Development and Technical Affairs.

Mr. Daren Tang, Secretary-General, provided opening remarks, a copy of which are reproduced in Appendix I.


Round-up of key developments:

Developments in UPOV

A presentation by the Vice Secretary-General on “Report on developments in UPOV”, made for the fifty‑seventh ordinary session of the Council, is available at the C/57 webpage, in English.


UPOV PRISMA online application tool

UPOV PRISMA (see https://www.upov.int/upovprisma/en/index.html) is an on-line tool to assist in making plant variety protection (PVP) applications to PVP Offices of participating UPOV members, thereby helping to increase the introduction of new plant varieties to farmers in UPOV members.  By the end of 2022, 36 members of the Union, covering 75 States, were participating in UPOV PRISMA and there has been strong growth in the use of UPOV PRISMA since its launch in 2017 (see figure below).

Number of applications using UPOV PRISMA (annual)2022





UPOV e-PVP

UPOV e-PVP was launched on September 28, 2023.  Viet Nam was the first UPOV member joining UPOV e-‑PVP by using the full package of components.

UPOV e-PVP provides the following components to assist UPOV members in implementing the UPOV system of plant variety protection:
a. UPOV PRISMA: online application tool for making applications to PVP Offices
b. UPOV e-PVP Administration Module: digitalized system for PVP offices to manage applications and grants, communicate with applicants and holders, publish information and transmit data to the PLUTO Database
c. UPOV e-PVP DUS Report Exchange Module: platform for PVP offices to exchange DUS reports
d. PLUTO database: information on plant varieties
UPOV e-PVP also provides the basis for platforms for UPOV member cooperation in the administration and examination of applications.
The Council welcomed the expressions of commitment from Ghana to join UPOV e-PVP and from Canada, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO) of the European Union and Netherlands (Kingdom of the) to join the UPOV e-PVP DUS Report Exchange Module.


UPOV International PVP Certificate

The Council endorsed the implementation plan for the “UPOV International certificate on plant variety protection” (“UPOV PVP Certificate”). 

The UPOV PVP Certificate would be awarded to learners that acquired the necessary number of credits from completing UPOV-endorsed training and/or activities on the UPOV Convention and guidance, operation of a PVP Office and the examination of applications, including DUS examination. 


New videos published on UPOV website

The following videos were published on the UPOV website in 2023:

	Netherlands (Kingdom of):
· Diversity in Tomato

	Viet Nam:
· Farmer-Breeders in Viet Nam
· Development of the flower industry in Viet Nam
· Transformation of the seed sector in Viet Nam
· Role of PVP in supporting national agricultural policy in Viet Nam



Seminar proceedings 

The English version of the proceedings of the Seminar on the role of plant breeding and plant variety protection in enabling agriculture to mitigate and adapt to climate change, held in 2022, is now available on the Seminar webpage. The French, German and Spanish versions will follow.


Observers in UPOV bodies

Observer status was granted to:

· Rwanda in the Council, Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ), Technical Committee (TC) and Technical Working Parties (TWPs)
· Nigeria in the Technical Working Parties (TWPs)
· International Association for the Protection of Intellectual Property (AIPPI) in the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ)


FAQ on CBD, ITPGRFA and UPOV

The Council approved the following FAQ: “Complementarity between the UPOV Convention, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA)”, a copy of which is reproduced in Appendix II.


Adoption of documents

The Council adopted revised versions of the following documents:

UPOV/EXN/DEN	Explanatory Notes on Variety Denominations under the UPOV Convention 
UPOV/EXN/EDV	Explanatory Notes on Essentially Derived Varieties under the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention

TGP/7	Development of Test Guidelines
TGP/12	Guidance on Certain Physiological Characteristics
TGP/14	Glossary of Terms Used in UPOV Documents 

UPOV/INF/16	Exchangeable Software 
UPOV/INF/22	Software and Equipment Used by Members of the Union
UPOV/INF/23	UPOV Code System

All adopted documents will be published in the UPOV Collection (see http://www.upov.int/upov_collection/en/).


Award of medal

Mr. Peter Button was awarded a UPOV Gold Medal in recognition of his outstanding contribution as Vice Secretary-General of UPOV from December 1, 2010, to October 22, 2023.

[bookmark: _Hlk148713268]
Plant Variety Protection Statistics 

The number of applications for plant variety protection increased from 25,133 in 2021 to 27,187 in 2022 (8.2 percent increase).  

The number of titles issued decreased from 15,082 in 2021 to 14,860 in 2022 (1.5 percent decrease), resulting from a 1.0 percent decrease in the number of titles issued to residents (10,257 in 2022; 10,365 in 2021) and a 2.4 percent decrease in the number of titles issued to non-residents (4,603 in 2022; 4,717 in 2021). 

The total of 161,232 titles in force at the end of 2022 represented a 4.6 percent increase on figures for 2021 (154,105).

The following graphs indicate trends in applications filed and titles issued since 1986.  Information is also provided on the top 10 members of the Union receiving the largest number of applications in 2012, 2021 and 2022 and an analysis of applications by residence of breeders for the same years.


Total applications filed, titles issued and titles in force
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Applications filed by residents/non-residents
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[bookmark: _Hlk149142016]Titles issued to residents/non-residents
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Titles in force / Number of UPOV members
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Applications received by region
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Top 10: UPOV members by number of plant variety protection applications received
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Top 10: UPOV members by number of plant variety protection titles issued
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Top 10: Country of residence of applicants
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NOTES TO EDITORS

UPOV is an intergovernmental organization based in Geneva. 

The purpose of UPOV is to provide and promote an effective system of plant variety protection, with the aim of encouraging the development of new varieties of plants, for the benefit of society. 

UPOV has 78 members covering 97 States.  The members of UPOV are:

African Intellectual Property Organization, Albania, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, European Union, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand, Nicaragua, North Macedonia, Norway, Oman, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Türkiye, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam. 

For further information about UPOV, please contact the UPOV Secretariat: 

Tel: (+41-22) 338 9111 E-mail: upov.mail@upov.int 

Website: https:www.upov.int

Social media

[image: UPOV Twitter]  Twitter account:  @UPOVint
[image: UPOV LinkedIn]  LinkedIn account: https://www.linkedin.com/company/upov-official
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OPENING REMARKS OF MR. DAREN TANG, SECRETARY-GENERAL, 
AT THE FIFTY-SEVENTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE COUNCIL 


Mr. Yehan Cui, President of the UPOV Council,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Good morning and welcome to 57th session of the UPOV Council. 

We meet at a time when food security, climate change and sustainable production continue to rise in importance, impacting the daily lives of people and communities around the world. 

The stakes are high, and they are rising. 

We know that new plant varieties are critical to addressing falling crop yields, especially in the world’s most food-insecure regions. 

We know that new solutions are the only way of greening agricultural production and addressing climate change.

And we know that new technologies are essential in meeting fast-growing food demand and achieving the 60 percent increase in food production necessary to feed the world by 2050. 

UPOV, as a key driver of agricultural innovation, has an important role to play in meeting these challenges and putting the world on a better and more sustainable path. 

This impact was neatly captured by the distinguished delegation of Ghana, who on joining UPOV last year remarked that membership is “critical to its food and nutrition security as well as meeting its national development goals”.

So it is encouraging to see growing use of the UPOV system around the world. 

Applications have increased by 40 percent over the past five years, with over 27,000 applications filed in 2022. 

China is a significant driver, with applications over two times since 2018. But it is far from the only growth engine. Resident filings over the past five years have grown by 400 percent in Egypt, 70 percent in Argentina and Canada, by 40 percent in Brazil and Turkiye, and by four times in Egypt. 

More breeders, of all sizes, are turning towards plant variety protection because they recognize its key role in driving agricultural productivity and, through this, sustainable economic and social development.

We know, for example, that by encouraging long-term investment in plant breeding, the UPOV system helps to lower greenhouse gas emissions and that new plant varieties are helping to increase food yields in a sustainable way. 

This is critical at any juncture, but especially so at a time when progress towards the UN Sustainable Development Goals has stalled and, in some cases, gone into reverse. To take one statistic, there are 122 million more people in hunger today than before the pandemic. 

UPOV, as a cross-cutting enabler across the SDGs – from zero hunger, to climate action – can help to put Agenda 2030 back on track, by strengthening the world’s most vulnerable food systems and creating new opportunities for farmers and growers in all parts of the world.    

UPOV is rising to this task, deepening its work and introducing new tools that stand to benefit Members and stakeholders everywhere.  

In 2023, we have provided legislative assistance to 18 States, a significant uptick as compared to recent years. This includes 13 countries that are not yet Members of the Union, showing that interest in UPOV's work continues to grow around the world. 

We have delivered a train-the-trainer course on plant variety protection, connecting policymakers and experts across 15 different countries to understand how UPOV membership can help meet their socio-economic goals. 

And in September we reached a major milestone in the development and digitalization of UPOV services, with the launch of our UPOV e-PVP system in Viet Nam. 

This is an important step forward in the services we offer Members and users, as well as the support we provide to PVP offices. Not only are we enhancing the application process, we are using cutting-edge technology to strengthen the UPOV system by making administration more efficient and effective. 

We are pleased that Canada, the Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO) of the European Union, Ghana and the Kingdom of the Netherlands are adopting UPOV e-PVP or some of its components. We stand ready to support other UPOV members to do likewise. 

Enhancing the application process is an important step in unlocking the benefits of UPOV membership and connect to the people on the ground. 

To return to Viet Nam, the annual income of farmers has increased by a quarter since joining UPOV in 2006, with agriculture now worth over 3 billion dollars to the economy. 

The benefits are similar in other UPOV Members like Kenya and Peru. 

In Kenya, access to protected plant varieties has helped to develop a cut-flower industry that now employs over half a million people.

And Peru has used its UPOV membership to introduce more than 60 protected varieties of blueberries, helping it to become one of the largest exporters of the fruit in the world. 

As well as delivering these direct benefits, we want to promote agricultural innovation in all its forms. 

Around the world, there is a huge amount of work underway, as one of our oldest industries embraces new technologies and solutions. 

For instance, satellite monitoring is helping developed and developing nations better understand crop growth and soil status, alerting farmers to pests and other dangers before they take hold. Agricultural robotics is now a 5-billion-dollar industry, working with humans to improve production and yields. Data science and machine learning are generating insights into how and where to cultivate crops most effectively. And agricultural biotechnology is enabling farmers to produce more, using less. 

UPOV is a critical part of this larger ecosystem, supporting jobs, growth and opportunity the world over. With the arrival of e-PVP, and our new leadership team, we will embark on a renewed push to bring UPOV even closer to people everywhere. 

Our world needs agricultural innovation, and plant variety protection helps to deliver it.

Thank you all very much and best wishes for a successful Council meeting.  
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FAQ on CBD, ITPGRFA and UPOV
adopted by the Council at its fifty-seventh ordinary session


Complementarity between the UPOV Convention, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA)

Aims and objectives

Biological diversity or ‘biodiversity’ is the term used to describe the variety of all living organisms and includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. Biodiversity underpins all human activity, notably including agriculture and, therefore, food security. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has three objectives: the conservation of biodiversity, the sustainable use of the components of biodiversity and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. A supplementary agreement to the CBD, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from the Utilization elaborates on the Convention’s provisions on access to genetic resources, traditional knowledge and benefit-sharing in order to contribute to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.

The objectives of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture are the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use, in harmony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, for sustainable agriculture and food security.  The International Treaty relates to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.  

The Treaty aims at: recognizing the enormous contributions of farmers to diversity of crops that feed the world; establishing a global system to provide farmers, plant breeders and scientists with access to plant genetic materials; ensuring that recipients share benefits they derive from the use of these genetic materials.

UPOV's mission is to provide and promote an effective system of plant variety protection, with the aim of encouraging the development of new varieties of plants, for the benefit of society.

Synergies between biodiversity, sustainable agriculture and plant breeding 

Conservation of biodiversity depends on sustainable agriculture and a halt or reversal to the expansion of agricultural land, while there are parallel demands on agricultural land for food and energy production.  This means that there is a need to produce more from existing agricultural land, in a sustainable way.  Conversely, sustainable agriculture is dependent on the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, in particular by ensuring healthy soils and thriving populations of pollinators to achieve fertile crops, among other things.  

By encouraging the development of new varieties of plants, the UPOV system encourages the sustainable use of biodiversity while creating new genetic diversity. New plant varieties with improved yield, more efficient use of nutrients, resistance to plant pests and diseases, salt and drought tolerance and better adaptation to climatic stress, according to the needs and preferences of farmers and consumers, can sustainably increase productivity and product quality in agriculture, horticulture and forestry.  These attributes can reduce the pressure on the natural environment and biodiversity by reducing the need for inputs while reducing the area of land needed for agriculture.  Plant breeding sustainably uses biological diversity and relies on the conservation of biodiversity to develop new varieties that deliver substantial benefits for farmers and society as a whole. The critical importance of biodiversity to agriculture is recognized in the CBD and the Nagoya Protocol acknowledges the importance of genetic resources for food and agriculture and their special role for food security. The recognition of the importance of crop and genetic diversity for sustainable agriculture and food security is central to the objectives of the ITPGRFA. 

Benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources

By encouraging plant breeding, the UPOV system incentivizes the generation of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources.  In addition, the “breeder’s exemption” in the UPOV Convention enables plant diversity in the form of protected plant varieties to be available for further breeding activities because acts done using such varieties for the purpose of breeding other varieties are not subject to any restriction by the breeder. This reflects the fact that access to protected varieties contributes to sustaining greatest progress in plant breeding and, thereby, to maximize the use of genetic resources for the benefit of society.

The CBD, Nagoya Protocol and ITPGRFA establish the requirements and mechanisms for the sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. In relation to the breeder’s exemption, a recipient of material from the Multilateral System of the ITPGRFA who commercializes a product that is available without restriction to others for further research and breeding is not obliged but it is encouraged to contribute to the benefit sharing fund of the ITPGRFA.  

Legislation in Contracting Parties 

International cooperation, as well as coherence in the relevant legislative, administrative and policy measures concerning the CBD, ITPGRFA and the UPOV Convention, in the Contracting Parties concerned, is beneficial for achieving the desired outcomes of those treaties, notably in relation to sustainable agriculture and food security in the context of climate change and land degradation as well as the conservation of biodiversity, access to genetic resources and the sharing of benefits from their utilization.



[End of Annex III and of document]
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