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Opening of the session

	The Council of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) held its fifty‑fourth ordinary session via electronic means on October 30, 2020, chaired by Mr. Marien Valstar (Netherlands), President of the Council.

	The session was opened by the President who welcomed the participants and the new Secretary‑General of UPOV, Mr. Daren Tang.  

	The list of participants is reproduced in Annex I to this report.

	The intervention made by the Secretary-General is reproduced in the Appendix of Annex II to this report.


Adoption of the agenda

	The Council adopted the revised draft agenda, as presented in document C/54/1 Rev..


Outcome of the consideration of documents by correspondence

	The Council considered document C/54/17.

	The Council noted the information on the outcome of the procedure for consideration of documents by correspondence, as reported in document C/54/17.


Appointment of the Secretary-General

	The Council noted that document C/54/11 had been considered by correspondence.  

	The Council noted the report from the President that the Council, in the procedure by correspondence, had appointed, on October 25, 2020, Mr. Daren Tang as the Secretary General of UPOV for the period from October 30, 2020, to September 30, 2026 (see document C/54/17 “Outcome of consideration of documents by correspondence”, paragraphs 12 and 13).

	The Delegation of Brazil congratulated the new Secretary-General for his appointment and the Vice Secretary‑General for the extension of his appointment.  The Delegation expressed satisfaction on the progress made by procedure by correspondence in combination with the virtual sessions and reported on developments in the digital application system in Brazil.

	The Delegation of China congratulated the new Secretary-General for his appointment and expressed appreciation for his decision not to receive an indemnity as Secretary-General of UPOV and to use that indemnity in the UPOV program and budget for financing activities of particular interest to developing countries.  The Delegation congratulated also the Vice Secretary‑General for the extension of his appointment.
	The Delegation of the European Union congratulated the new Secretary-General for his appointment and the Vice Secretary‑General for the extension of his appointment and expressed its support for continued fruitful cooperation with the Office of the Union.


Extension of the appointment of the Vice Secretary-General

	The Council noted that document C/54/12 had been considered by correspondence. 

	The Council noted the report from the President that the Council, in the procedure by correspondence, had extended, on October 25, 2020, the appointment of the Vice Secretary‑General from December 1, 2021, until November 30, 2022 (see document C/54/17 “Outcome of consideration of documents by correspondence”, paragraphs 14 and 15).


Report by the Vice Secretary-General on developments in UPOV

	The Council noted that a pre-recorded video presentation in English, with subtitles in English, French, German and Spanish, had been made available on the C/54 webpage.  A copy of the presentation was provided in document C/54/INF/2.

	The Council noted that, since the posting of the video presentation, Mr. Amit Sharma had been appointed as IT Support Officer on a temporary appointment, starting on November 1, 2020.  The Council was further informed that the Office of the Union would return to remote working from November 2, 2020.  The Vice Secretary‑General also reported on plans to enable zip file downloading of UPOV sessions documents from the website and plans to introduce information in the subject line of UPOV’s e-mail circulars to enable readers to know the type of content, e.g. whether for action, invitations to meetings, posting of documents or other information.


Report by the President on the work of the ninety-seventh session of the Consultative Committee; adoption of recommendations, if any, prepared by that Committee

	The Council considered document C/54/13.  

	The Council noted the intervention by the representative of APBREBES on the following matters

(a) a request for providing a report on the use of the premium service of PLUTO;

(b) welcoming the work of UPOV in relation to possible guidance regarding the implementation of the exception of acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes in relation to smallholder farmers, while expressing disappointment that a decision had not been made to revise the explanatory notes on exceptions. He expressed the interest of APBREBES to contribute to the process;

(c) a request for clarification on the mandate of the Office of the Union in the representation of UPOV in other international fora.

	The Council noted the following reply by the Vice Secretary-General:

(a) in relation to PLUTO, he confirmed that the Office of the Union would provide information on the use of the premium service of PLUTO in its reports on PLUTO to the relevant UPOV bodies;

(b) in relation to the interest to contribute to the process on the work on possible guidance on smallholder farmers, he noted that it was a matter for consideration by the members of the Union;

(c) in relation to the mandate of the Office of the Union in other international fora, he noted that the interventions and contributions of the Office of the Union would need to reflect the UPOV Convention. 

	The Council noted the intervention by the representative of CIOPORA that, in relation to possible guidance regarding the implementation of the exception of acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes in relation to smallholder farmers, careful consideration should be made to the wording in relation to excluding propagating material for fruits. The representative expressed the interest of CIOPORA to contribute to the process. 
	The Council noted the intervention by the representative of ISF, which expressed its appreciation for the decision of the Consultative Committee to start work with a view to providing guidance regarding the implementation of the exception of acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes in relation to smallholder farmers. The representative expressed the interest of ISF to contribute to the process. 

	The Delegation of Switzerland proposed to add “and observers” after “members of the Union” in paragraph 25(b) of document C/54/13.  

	The Delegation of Norway expressed support to the proposal by the Delegation of Switzerland.

	The Council decided to change paragraph 25(b) of document C/54/13, as follows:

“25.	The Consultative Committee agreed the following in relation to providing guidance regarding the implementation of the exception of acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes in relation to smallholder farmers, taking into account the concerns raised at the session:

“(a)	a circular to be sent to members of the Union and observers requesting contributions on their experience and on their views on the implementation of the exception of acts done privately and for non-commercial purposes in relation to smallholder farmers:
[…].”

	The Council noted that a revised version of document C/54/13 (document C/54/13 Rev.) to reflect the change in paragraph 25(b) would be prepared and posted, accordingly. 

	In relation to the Calendar of meetings, the Council noted the developments at the virtual UPOV sessions in 2020 in relation to the calendar of meetings in 2021 approved by the Council (see document C/54/8). The Council noted the following information reported in document C/54/13 and agreed that a revised version of document C/54/8 be prepared:

Administrative and Legal Committee

WG-EDV/1 	December 8, 2020 (virtual meeting)
	Working Group on Essentially Derived Varieties (WG-EDV) 

(Seminar on harvested material: date to be decided)

CAJ/78	October 27
EAF/17	March 25 (morning) (virtual meeting from 12.00 pm to 2.00 pm (Geneva time))
EAF/18	October 26 (evening)
	Meeting on the Development of an Electronic Application Form (EAF)

Seminar on strategies that address policies involving plant breeding and plant variety protection 
(date to be decided)

	The Council noted the work of the Consultative Committee at its ninety-seventh session, as reported in document C/54/13. 

	Based on the recommendation of the Consultative Committee reported in document C/54/13, 
the Council approved the organization of a seminar, which would be open to members and observers, in the week of the UPOV sessions in 2021 to exchange information and experiences on strategies involving plant breeding and plant variety protection that address broad policy issues, as set out in paragraphs 17 to 18 of document C/54/13.


Adoption of documents 

	The Council noted that document C/54/3 Rev. had been considered by correspondence.   

	The Council noted that the decisions in document C/54/3 Rev. had been taken and the following documents had been approved by the Council by correspondence, as provided in document C/54/17, paragraphs 16 and 25.

Information Materials

Document UPOV/INF/4		Financial Regulations and Rules of UPOV (Revision of Regulation 4.6) (document C/54/19)
Document UPOV/INF/16:	Exchangeable Software (Revision) (document UPOV/INF/16/9 Draft 2)
Document UPOV/INF/22:	Software and Equipment Used by Members of the Union (Revision) (document UPOV/INF/22/7 Draft 1)
Document UPOV/INF-EXN:	List of UPOV/INF-EXN Documents and Latest Issue Dates (Revision) (document UPOV/INF-EXN/14 Draft 2)

TGP Documents
Document TGP/5:	Experience and Cooperation in DUS Testing, Section 6:  UPOV Report on Technical Examination and UPOV Variety Description (Revision) (document TGP/5:  Section 6/3 Draft 1)
Document TGP/7:	Development of Test Guidelines (Revision) (document TGP/7/8 Draft 1)
Document TGP/14:	Glossary of Terms Used in UPOV Documents (Revision) (document TGP/14/5 Draft 1)
Document TGP/15:	Guidance on the Use of Biochemical and Molecular Markers in the Examination of Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability (DUS) (Revision) (document TGP/15/3 Draft 1)
Document TGP/0:	List of TGP documents and latest issue dates (Revision) (document TGP/0/12 Draft 1)


Financial statements for 2019

	The Council noted that document C/54/5 had been considered by correspondence.  

	The Council noted that the decision in document C/54/5 had been taken by the Council by correspondence, as provided in document C/54/17, paragraph 26.


Report of the External Auditor

	The Council noted the information contained in the Report of the External Auditor, as presented in document C/54/6, in conjunction with an oral report made by Mr. Damian Brewitt, Director, National Audit Office.

	The Council expressed its gratitude to the National Audit Office of the United Kingdom for acting as External Auditor of the UPOV accounts.


Arrears in contributions as of September 30, 2020

	The Council considered document C/54/10.

	The Council noted the status of payment of contributions as of September 30, 2020, and noted that due to recent payments, Ireland, Sweden and Ukraine had no arrears. The Council noted that Ecuador had made a recent payment leaving only a balance of 588 Swiss francs.


Financial Management Report for the 2018-2019 Biennium

	The Council noted that document C/54/4 had been considered by correspondence.  

	The Council noted that the decision in document C/54/4 had been taken by the Council by correspondence, as provided in document C/54/17, paragraph 27.


Performance Report for the 2018-2019 Biennium

	The Council noted that document C/54/9 had been considered by correspondence.  

	The Council noted that the decision in document C/54/9 had been taken by the Council by correspondence, as provided in document C/54/17, paragraph 29.


Annual report of the Secretary-General for 2019

	The Council noted that document C/54/2 had been considered by correspondence.  

	The Council noted that the decision in document C/54/2 had been taken by the Council by correspondence, as provided in document C/54/17, paragraph 30.


Consolidation of financial and performance reports

	The Council noted that document C/54/18 had been considered by correspondence.  

	The Council noted that the decision in document C/54/18 had been taken by the Council by correspondence, as provided in document C/54/17, paragraph 31.


Merger of the Working Group on Biochemical and Molecular Techniques and DNA-Profiling in Particular (BMT) and the Technical Working Party on Automation and Computer Programs (TWC)

	The Council noted that document C/54/14 had been considered by correspondence.  

	The Council noted that the decisions in document C/54/14 had been taken by the Council by correspondence, as provided in document C/54/17, paragraphs 33 to 35, and reproduced in the following paragraphs.

	The Council approved the establishment and the following terms of reference for the TWM, to encompass the work of the TWC and BMT: 

Title: 

Technical Working Party on Testing Methods and Techniques (TWM)

Tasks:
As directed by the Technical Committee, to:
(a) Consider methods relevant for the examination of DUS.
(b) Review and provide guidance on software and equipment relevant for:
(i.) DUS trial design and data analysis
(ii.) Data recording and transfer
(iii.) Image analysis
(iv.) Biochemical and molecular data.
(c) Consider matters relating to trial design and data analysis;
(d) Consider the possible application of biochemical and molecular techniques in DUS testing;
(e) Develop guidelines regarding the management and harmonization of databases;
(f) If appropriate, establish guidelines for biochemical and molecular methodologies and their harmonization;
(g) Review general developments in biochemical and molecular techniques;
(h) Maintain an awareness of relevant applications of biochemical and molecular techniques in plant breeding;
(i) Provide a forum for discussion on the use of biochemical and molecular techniques in the consideration of essential derivation and variety identification.

	The Council established the TWM with the above terms of reference, to take effect from 2022.

	The Council elected the Chairperson of the BMT to act as Chairperson of the TWM, ending with the fifty‑seventh ordinary session of the Council, in  2023.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
FAQ “How the UPOV system supports sustainable development”

	The Council noted that document C/54/15 had been considered by correspondence.  

	The Council noted that the decision in document C/54/15 had been taken by the Council by correspondence, as provided in document C/54/17, paragraph 37.


Program of meetings

Approval of work programs for the Administrative and Legal Committee, the Technical Committee and the Technical Working Parties 

	The Council considered document C/54/7 and received an oral presentation by the Office of the Union, on behalf of the Chair of the CAJ, on the work of the seventy-seventh session of the CAJ, based on document CAJ/77/10 “Report”.

	Based on the recommendation by the CAJ, the Council decided to organize a seminar in the first half of 2021, to exchange information on matters concerning harvested material and unauthorized use of propagating material.

	The Council approved the work program for the seventy-eighth session of the CAJ, as presented in the report of the seventy-seventh session of the CAJ (see document CAJ/77/10 “Report”, paragraph 46).

	The Council noted the work of the Technical Committee (TC) and of the Technical Working Parties (TWPs) and the Working Group on Biochemical and Molecular Techniques, and DNA-Profiling in Particular (BMT), and the oral presentation made by the Office of the Union on the work of the fifty-sixth session of the TC, based on document TC/56/23 “Report”.

	The Council approved the work of the TC and the work programs of the TWPs and BMT reported to the Council, as provided in document TC/56/23.



Election of the new Chairpersons of the Technical Working Parties and the Working Group on Biochemical and Molecular Techniques and DNA-Profiling in Particular (BMT)

	The Council noted that document C/54/16 had been considered by correspondence.  

	The Council noted that the decision in document C/54/16 had been taken by the Council by correspondence, as provided in document C/54/17, paragraph 41, as follows:

(a)	Ms. Renée Cloutier (Canada) as Chairperson of the Technical Working Party for Agricultural Crops (TWA);
(b)	Mr. Christopher Barnaby (New Zealand) as Chairperson of the Technical Working Party for Fruit Crops (TWF);
(c)	Ms. Ashley Balchin (Canada) as Chairperson of the Technical Working Party for Ornamental Plants and Forest Trees (TWO);
(d)	Ms. Marian van Leeuwen (Netherlands) as Chairperson of the Technical Working Party for Vegetables (TWV); and
(e)	Ms. Beate Rücker (Germany) as Chairperson of the Working Group on Biochemical and Molecular Techniques, and DNA-Profiling in Particular (BMT).



Matters for information:

	The Council noted the following documents under item 20 “Matters for information”, which had been posted for information on the C/54 webpage:

(a) Report on activities during the first nine months of 2020 (document C/54/INF/3)

(b) Situation in the legislative, administrative and technical fields:

(i) Reports by representatives of members and observers (document C/54/INF/4)

(ii) Cooperation in examination (document C/54/INF/5);  List of the taxa protected by the members of the Union (document C/54/INF/6);  Plant variety protection statistics for the period 2015-2019 (document C/54/INF/7)

	The Council noted the oral presentation made by the Office of the Union concerning information contained in (ii): Cooperation in examination; List of Taxa protected and PVP statistics (see Annex II).

Press release

	The Council considered the draft press release, as contained in document C/54/20.

	The Council approved the draft press release, as reproduced in Annex II to this report.


Retirement

	The President noted that Mr. Andrew Mitchell, Controller of Plant Variety Rights, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) (United Kingdom), would retire before the next session of the Council.  On behalf of the Council, the President expressed his thanks to Mr. Andrew Mitchell for his contribution to the work of the Union and wished him a long and happy retirement.   


UPOV Medal

	In recognition of his outstanding contribution to UPOV, the Secretary-General awarded a UPOV gold medal to Mr. Francis Gurry, the former Secretary-General of UPOV from October 30, 2008 to September 2020. 


[Annexes follow]
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LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS / LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / 
TEILNEHMERLISTE / LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES

(dans l’ordre alphabétique des noms français des membres /
in the alphabetical order of the French names of the Members /
in alphabetischer Reihenfolge der französischen Namen der Mitglieder /
por orden alfabético de los nombres en francés de los miembros)
I. MEMBRES / MEMBERS / VERBANDSMITGLIEDER / MIEMBROS
AFRIQUE DU SUD / SOUTH AFRICA / SÜDAFRIKA / SUDÁFRICA
Noluthando NETNOU-NKOANA (Ms.), Director, Genetic Resources, Department of Agriculture, Rural development and Land Reform, Pretoria 
(e-mail: noluthandon@daff.gov.za)
ALLEMAGNE / GERMANY / DEUTSCHLAND / ALEMANIA
Elmar PFÜLB (Mr.), President, Bundessortenamt, Hannover 
(e-mail: elmar.pfuelb@bundessortenamt.de)
ARGENTINE / ARGENTINA / ARGENTINIEN / ARGENTINA
María Laura VILLAMAYOR (Sra.), Coordinadora de Relaciones Institucionales e Interjurisdiccionales, Instituto Nacional de Semillas (INASE), Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca, Buenos Aires 
(e-mail: mlvillamayor@inase.gob.ar)
Betina FABBIETTI (Ms.), Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of the Argentine Republic to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, Geneva 
(e-mail: betina.fabbietti@missionarg.ch)
AUSTRALIE / AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIEN / AUSTRALIA
Nik HULSE (Mr.), Chief of Plant Breeders' Rights, Plant Breeder's Rights Office, IP Australia, Woden 
(e-mail: nik.hulse@ipaustralia.gov.au)
AUTRICHE / AUSTRIA / ÖSTERREICH / AUSTRIA
Maximilian POCK (Mr.), Policy Officer - Plant Health, Seed and Varieties, Abteilung II/5, Pflanzliche Produkte, Bundesministerium für Landwirtschaft, Regionen und Tourismus, Vienna 
(e-mail: maximilian.pock@bmlrt.gv.at)
Birgit GULZ-KUSCHER (Ms.), Legal Advisor for Seed Law and Plant Variety Protection Law, Federal Ministery for Agriculture, Regions and Tourism, Wien 
(e-mail: birgit.gulz-kuscher@bmlrt.gv.at)
BÉLARUS / BELARUS / BELARUS / BELARÚS
Tatsiana SIAMASHKA (Ms.), Deputy Director of DUS Testing, State Inspection for Testing and Protection of Plant Varieties, Minsk 
(e-mail: belsort@sorttest.by)
BELGIQUE / BELGIUM / BELGIEN / BÉLGICA
Shannah BOENS (Ms.), Attaché, FOD Economie, KMO, Middenstand en Energie, Algemene Directie Economische Reglementering, Dienst voor de Intellectuele Eigendom, Bruxelles 
(e-mail: shannah.boens@economie.fgov.be)
BOLIVIE (ÉTAT PLURINATIONAL DE) / BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) / 
BOLIVIEN (PLURINATIONALER STAAT) / BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE)
Mariana NARVAEZ VARGAS (Sra.), Segundo Secretario, Misión Permanente del Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia ante Naciones Unidas y otros Organismos Internacionales en Ginebra, Ginebra
(e-mail: yarmila.nv@gmail.com)
BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE / BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIEN UND HERZEGOWINA / 
BOSNIA Y HERZEGOVINA
Mirjana BRZICA (Ms.), Head, Department of seeds, seedling and protection of new varieties of plants, Administration of Bosnia and Herzegovina for Plant Health Protection, Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations, Sarajevo 
(e-mail: mirjana.brzica@uzzb.gov.ba)
BRÉSIL / BRAZIL / BRASILIEN / BRASIL
Ricardo ZANATTA MACHADO (Mr.), Federal Agricultural Inspector, Coordinator, Serviço Nacional de Proteção de Cultivares (SNPC), Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply, Brasilia D.F.
(e-mail: ricardo.machado@agricultura.gov.br)
Laís TAMANINI (Ms.), Second Secretary, Permanent Mission of Brazil to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, Geneva 
(e-mail: lais.tamanini@itamaraty.gov.br)
CANADA / CANADA / KANADA / CANADÁ
Anthony PARKER (Mr.), Commissioner, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), Ottawa 
(e-mail: anthony.parker@canada.ca)
CHILI / CHILE / CHILE / CHILE
Manuel Antonio TORO UGALDE (Sr.), Jefe Departamento, Registro de Variedades Protegidas, División Semillas, Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero (SAG), Santiago de Chile 
(e-mail: manuel.toro@sag.gob.cl) 
CHINE / CHINA / CHINA / CHINA
Wen WEN (Ms.), Deputy Division Director, Division of DUS Tests, Development Center of Science and Technology, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), Beijing 
(e-mail: wenwen@agri.gov.cn)
Xuhong YANG (Ms.), Deputy Division Director, Division of DUS Tests, Development Center of Science and Technology, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), Beijing 
(e-mail: yangxuhong@agri.gov.cn)
Ling ZHANG (Ms.), Deputy Division Director, International Cooperation Department, China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA), Beijing 
(e-mail: zhangling_1@cnipa.gov.cn)
Yang YANG (Ms.), Senior Examiner, Division of Plant Variety Protection, Development Center of Science and Technology (DCST), Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA), Beijing 
(e-mail: yangyang@agri.gov.cn)
Boxuan WU (Mr.), Program Administrator, Division I, International Cooperation Department, China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA), Beijing 
(e-mail: wuboxuan@cnipa.gov.cn)
COLOMBIE / COLOMBIA / KOLUMBIEN / COLOMBIA
Alfonso Alberto ROSERO (Sr.), Director Técnico de Semillas, Subgerencia de Protección Vegetal, Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario (ICA), Bogotá 
(e-mail: alberto.rosero@ica.gov.co)
CROATIE / CROATIA / KROATIEN / CROACIA
Dunja HALAPIJA KAZIJA (Mr.), Senior Advisor, Zagreb 
(e-mail: dunja.h-kazija@mps.hr)
DANEMARK / DENMARK / DÄNEMARK / DINAMARCA
Gustav ESPENHAIN (Mr.), Clerk, The Danish Agricultural Agency, Copenhagen 
(e-mail: gusesp@lbst.dk)
ÉGYPTE / EGYPT / ÄGYPTEN / EGIPTO
Mahasen Fawaz Mohamed GAD (Ms.), General Manager, Plant Variety Protection Office, Central Administration for Seed Certification (CASC), Giza 
(e-mail: mahasen.f.gad@gmail.com)
Shymaa ABOSHOSHA (Ms.), Agronomic Engineer, Plant Variety Protection Office (PVPO), Central Administration for Seed Testing and Certification (CASC), Giza 
(e-mail: sh_z9@hotmail.com)
ÉQUATEUR / ECUADOR / ECUADOR / ECUADOR
Paulina MOSQUERA HIDALGO (Sra.), Directora Nacional de Obtenciones Vegetales y Conocimientos Tradicionales, Servicio Nacional de Derechos Intelectuales (SENADI), Quito 
(e-mail: pcmosquera@senadi.gob.ec)
Heidi VÁSCONES (Sra.), Segunda Secretaria, Misión Permanente del Ecuador ante Organización Mundial de Comercio, Ginebra 
(e-mail: t-hvascones@cancilleria.gob.ec)
ESPAGNE / SPAIN / SPANIEN / ESPAÑA
José Antonio SOBRINO MATÉ (Sr.), Subdirector general de Medios de Producción Agrícolas y Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales (MPA y OEVV), DG Producciones y Mercados Agrarios, Ministerio de Agricultura y Pesca, Alimentación (MAPA), Madrid 
(e-mail: jasobrino@mapa.es)
Nuria URQUÍA FERNÁNDEZ (Sra.), Jefe de Área de Registro de Variedades, Subdirección General de Medios de Producción Agrícola y Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales (OEVV), Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación (MAPA), Madrid 
(e-mail: nurquia@mapa.es)
ESTONIE / ESTONIA / ESTLAND / ESTONIA
Anu NEMVALTS (Ms.), Head of Department, Organic Farming and Seed Department, Estonian Agricultural Board, Saku 
(e-mail: anu.nemvalts@pma.agri.ee)
ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE / UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / VEREINIGTE STAATEN VON AMERIKA / 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA
Elaine WU (Ms.), Senior Counsel, Office of Policy and International Affairs, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Alexandria 
(e-mail: elaine.wu@uspto.gov)
Jeffery HAYNES (Mr.), Commissioner, Plant Variety Protection Office, USDA, AMS, S&T, Washington D.C. 
(e-mail: Jeffery.Haynes@usda.gov)
Mara SANDERS (Ms.), Plant Variety Examiner, Plant Variety Protection Office, USDA, Washington D.C. 
(e-mail: mara.sanders@usda.gov)
Yasmine Nicole FULENA (Ms.), Intellectual Property Adviser, Permanent Mission of the United States of America to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, Chambésy 
(e-mail: fulenayn@state.gov)
FINLANDE / FINLAND / FINNLAND / FINLANDIA
Tarja Päivikki HIETARANTA (Ms.), Senior Officer, Plant Variety Registration, Finnish Food Authority, Loimaa
(e-mail: tarja.hietaranta@ruokavirasto.fi)
FRANCE / FRANCE / FRANKREICH / FRANCIA
Mariem OMRANI (Mme), Chargée d'études, Bureau des semences et de la protection intégrée des cultures, Sous-direction de la qualité, de la santé et de la protection des végétaux, Ministère de l’Agriculture et de l'Alimentation, Paris 
(e-mail: mariem.omrani@agriculture.gouv.fr)
Yvane MERESSE (Mme), Responsable INOV, Groupe d'Étude et de Contrôle des Variétés et des Semences (GEVES), Beaucouzé cedex 
(e-mail: yvane.meresse@geves.fr)
GÉORGIE / GEORGIA / GEORGIEN / GEORGIA
Merab KUTSIA (Mr.), Head, Department of Inventions and New Plant Varieties and Animal Breeds, National Intellectual Property Center (SAKPATENTI), Mtskheta 
(e-mail: mkutsia@sakpatenti.org.ge)
HONGRIE / HUNGARY / UNGARN / HUNGRÍA
Dóra GYETVAINÉ VIRÁG (Ms.), Vice-President for Technical Affairs, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office, Budapest 
(e-mail: dora.virag@hipo.gov.hu)
Katalin MIKLÓ (Ms.), Head, Patent Department, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office, Budapest 
(e-mail: katalin.miklo@hipo.gov.hu)
ISRAËL / ISRAEL / ISRAEL / ISRAEL
Dikla DABBY-NAOR (Ms.), Chairperson, Plant Breeders' Rights Council, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Beit-Dagan 
(e-mail: diklad@moag.gov.il)
JAPON / JAPAN / JAPAN / JAPÓN
Atsushi SUGINAKA (Mr.), Deputy Director General, Food Industry Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo 
(e-mail: atsushi_suginaka520@maff.go.jp)
Teruhisa MIYAMOTO (Mr.), Deputy Director of Plant Variety Office, Intellectual Propetry Division, Food Industry Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo 
(e-mail: teruhisa_miyamoto170@maff.go.jp)
KENYA / KENYA / KENIA / KENYA
Simon Mucheru MAINA (Mr.), Ag. General Manager, Quality Assurance, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), Nairobi 
(e-mail: smaina@kephis.org)
Jacob CHEPTAIWA (Mr.), AG Head, Seed Certification and Plant Variety Office, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), 
Nairobi (e-mail: jcheptaiwa@kephis.org)
Gentrix Nasimiyu JUMA (Ms.), Chief Plant Examiner, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), Nairobi 
(e-mail: gjuma@kephis.org)
LITUANIE / LITHUANIA / LITAUEN / LITUANIA
Sigita JUCIUVIENE (Ms.), Head, Plant Variety Division, Registration and Legal Protection, State Plant Service under the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Lithuania, Vilnius 
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