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adopted by the Council
Opening of the session

* AUTONUM  
The Council of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) held its forty-fifth ordinary session in Geneva on October 20, 2011, chaired by Mr. Choi Keun-Jin (Republic of Korea), President of the Council.

* AUTONUM  
The list of participants is reproduced in Annex I to this report.

* AUTONUM  
The session was opened by the President who welcomed the participants to the Council session marking the fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of the UPOV Convention, in Paris in 1961.
 AUTONUM  
The President informed the Council that Peru had deposited its instrument of accession to the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention on July 8, 2011, and had become the seventieth member of the Union on August 8, 2011.  The intervention made by the Delegation of Peru is reproduced in Annex II to this report.
* AUTONUM  
The Council took the decisions recorded below under each relevant agenda item.

* AUTONUM  
The draft detailed report on the session will be submitted to the Council for adoption by correspondence.

Adoption of the agenda

* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted the draft agenda, as proposed in document C/45/1, after the deletion of item 3 and the addition of document C/45/4 Rev. under item 6, document C/45/14 Add. under item 8, and document C/44/7 Rev. under item 15.
Report by the President on the work of the eighty-second session of the Consultative Committee;  adoption of recommendations, if any, prepared by that Committee

* AUTONUM  
The President reported that the Consultative Committee held its eighty-second session in Geneva on October 19, 2011 and on the morning of October 20, 2011.  At that session, the Consultative Committee:


(a)
received a demonstration of the redesigned UPOV website and noted the plans for the website to be launched at 12:00 noon on November 1, 2011;


(b)
discussed on an “Assistance” webpage on the UPOV website:


(c)
discussed on a policy for financing speakers and participants at UPOV events;


(d)
noted the plans for the launch of the web-based version of the Plant Variety Database on November 1, 2011;


(e)
approved the recommendations of the Working Group on Rules concerning Observers and requested the Office of the Union to prepare a draft revision of the “Rules Governing the Granting of Observer Status to States, Intergovernmental Organizations and International Non‑Governmental Organizations in UPOV Bodies and Access to UPOV Documents” for consideration at its next session;  and

(f)
extended the observer status of Asia and Pacific Seed Association (APSA) to the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ), the Technical Committee (TC) and the Technical Working Parties (TWPs).

* AUTONUM  
On the basis of the recommendations of the Consultative Committee, the Council:

(a)
approved the promotion of the Vice Secretary-General to the Assistant Secretary General (ASG) grade of the United Nations common system, starting from January 1, 2012;
(b)
agreed to the adoption of the International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS) beginning with the financial period starting in 2012;  and
(c)
agreed that documents currently in the first restricted area of the UPOV website be made publicly accessible, by removal of the password requirement.  It also agreed that, if possible, the removal of the password be arranged to coincide with the launching of the redesigned UPOV website on November 1, 2011.
 AUTONUM  
The President recalled that, at the twenty-eighth extraordinary session of the Council, held in Geneva, on April 8, 2011, he had reported that the Consultative Committee had noted the request of the Association for Plant Breeding for the Benefit of Society (APBREBES) of April 5, 2011, to attend meetings of the Working Group on Rules Concerning Observers.  He reported that the Consultative Committee had recalled that APBREBES would have the opportunity to present its views at the forty-fifth ordinary session of the Council on October 20, 2011 (see document C(Extr.)/28/4 “Report”, paragraph 10).

 AUTONUM  
The representative of APBREBES expressed its appreciation for the opportunity to share with the Council APBREBES’ views on rules for observers and access to documents.  He considered that the review process of the observers’ rules illustrated the shortcomings of the current rules and the need for a revision.  He reported that APBREBES had made several contributions on that topic:  APBREBES had prepared a “Comparative Analysis across Selected International Organizations” and had made a contribution for the work of the Working Group on Rules Concerning Observers (Working Group) at its second meeting on October 17, 2011.  He explained that APBREBES would be interested to know what delegates thought about APBREBES’ analysis and proposals but he did not have any information about those discussions.  He noted that APBREBES had not been granted observer status in the Working Group and that the report of the Working Group, documents, reports and discussions of the Consultative Committee were secret.  He noted that the Consultative Committee, at its eighty-second session, had approved the recommendations of the Working Group and as he did not have access to those recommendations he could not comment them.  He reported that APBREBES’ member organizations had experience from other intergovernmental organizations, such as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and World Health Organization (WHO), and that in those organization observers did not have to base their comments on an oral report.  He recalled that APBREBES’ “Comparative Analysis across Selected International Organizations” had concluded that UPOV was substantially more restrictive regarding observers and access to documents compared to other organizations.  To change that situation, the representative of APBREBES requested free access to all documents that serve as a basis for decisions of UPOV bodies and access for observers to the Consultative Committee.  He was of the view that, with such a change, UPOV would open up its work to adhere to international standards of transparency, equity, inclusiveness and good governance.  To be really inclusive, he suggested that UPOV should encourage the participation of farmers, civil society and other stakeholders.  He noted that UPOV had a close cooperation with the seed industry and that if UPOV wanted to promote only plant variety protection it could continue with the current system, but if UPOV’s aim was to promote a system of plant variety protection taking into account aspects of food security, development, agricultural biodiversity, a system for the future and for the benefit of society, UPOV should become much more inclusive.   He noted that the UPOV Symposium to be held on October 21, 2011, had several presentations by the seed industry but no farmer or civil society group had been invited to present its views about the future of plant breeding.  He was of the opinion that such an approach was like discussing the future of a market but without the customer, thus giving a restrictive view of the reality and not an optimal basis for future decisions.
* AUTONUM  
The Council noted the comments made by the Association for Plant Breeding for the Benefit of Society (APBREBES).
Adoption of documents 

* AUTONUM  
The Council considered document C/45/13.
TGP/5 Section 10/2
Experience and Cooperation in DUS Testing:  Notification of Additional Characteristics (Revision), (document TGP/5 Section 10/2 Draft 3)
* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted the revision of document TGP/5 Section 10/2 “Experience and Cooperation in DUS Testing:  Notification of Additional Characteristics” on the basis of document TGP/5 Section 10/2 Draft 3.
TGP/7/3
Development of Test Guidelines (Revision) (document C/45/13, Annex I)
* AUTONUM  
The Council noted that the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ), at its sixty‑fourth session held in Geneva on October 17, 2011, had approved the revision of document TGP/7/2, as presented in Annex I to document C/45/13.
* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted the revision of document TGP/7 “Development of Test Guidelines” (document TGP/7/3), on the basis of the proposed amendments to document TGP/7/2, as presented in Annex I to document C/45/13.
TGP/11/1
Examination of Stability (document TGP/11/1 Draft 11)
* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted document TGP/11/1 “Examination of Stability” on the basis of document TGP/11/1 Draft 11.
TGP/0/4
List of TGP Documents and Latest Issue Dates (Revision)
* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted document TGP/0/4 “List of TGP Documents and Latest Issue Dates” on the basis of document TGP/0/4 Draft 1.
UPOV/INF/6/2
Guidance for the Preparation of Laws Based on the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention (Revision) (document C/45/13, Annex II)

* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted the revision of document UPOV/INF/6 “Guidance for the preparation of laws based on the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention” (document UPOV/INF/6/2), on the basis of the amendments to document UPOV/INF/6/1, as presented in Annex II to document C/45/13.
UPOV/INF/16/2
Exchangeable Software (Revision) (document C/45/13, Annex III)

* AUTONUM  
The Council noted that the CAJ, at its sixty-fourth session, had approved the revision of document UPOV/INF/16, as presented in Annex III to document C/45/13.
* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted the revision of document UPOV/INF/16 “Exchangeable Software” (document UPOV/INF/16/2), on the basis of the proposed amendments to document UPOV/INF/16/1, as presented in Annex III to document C/45/13.
UPOV/INF-EXN/1
List of INF-EXN Documents and Latest Issue Dates (document UPOV/INF-EXN/1 Draft 1)
* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted document UPOV/INF-EXN/1 “List of INF-EXN Documents and Latest Issue Dates” on the basis of document UPOV/INF-EXN/1 Draft 1.
BMT/DUS/1
Possible use of Biochemical and Molecular Markers in the Examination of Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability (DUS) (document BMT/DUS/1 Draft 6)

* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted document BMT/DUS/1 “Possible use of Biochemical and Molecular Markers in the Examination of Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability (DUS)” on the basis of document BMT/DUS/1 Draft 6.
Examination and approval of the Draft Program and Budget of the Union for the 2012‑2013 Biennium 

* AUTONUM  
The Council adopted the proposals contained in the Revised Draft Program and Budget for the 2012-2013 Biennium, as set out in document C/45/4 Rev., including the amount of contributions from members of the Union, the proposed maximum ceiling of expenditure in the regular budget, and the total number of posts for the Office of the Union.
Interim financial statement for 2010;  arrears in contributions as of September 30, 2011 

* AUTONUM  
The Council considered document C/45/11 and noted the interim financial statement for 2010.
* AUTONUM  
The Council noted the status of payment of contributions and the Working Capital Fund participations as at September 30, 2011, and noted that due to recent payments, Jordan and Viet Nam had no arrears.  The Council noted that the European Union had made a recent payment leaving only a balance of 50,403 Swiss francs.
Designation of the External Auditor of UPOV 
* AUTONUM  
The Council considered documents C/45/14 and C/45/14 Add.
* AUTONUM  
The Council designated Switzerland as auditor of the accounts of UPOV for a term of office of six years starting from January 2012.
* AUTONUM  
The Council expressed its gratitude to Switzerland for its agreement to be designated as auditor of the accounts of UPOV.
Fiftieth Anniversary of the UPOV Convention 
* AUTONUM  
The Council noted the plans for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the UPOV Convention, as set out in document C/45/15.

 AUTONUM  
On the occasion of the celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the UPOV Convention, the Delegations of Belarus, China and the Republic of Moldova presented gifts of art to UPOV, the Delegation of the Russian Federation presented a letter from the Minister for Agriculture to the Secretary‑General and a number of delegations expressed their congratulations to UPOV.
* AUTONUM  
The Council expressed its appreciation for the messages of congratulation and the gifts presented by members of the Union in celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the UPOV Convention.
Annual report of the Secretary-General for 2010;  Report on activities during the first nine months of 2011 

* AUTONUM  
The Council noted the report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the Union in 2010, as provided in document C/45/2.
* AUTONUM  
The Council noted the report on activities during the first nine months of 2011, as provided in document C/45/3.
* AUTONUM  
The Council welcomed the increased cooperation between UPOV and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), in particular in relation to information technology.

Progress report of the work of the Administrative and Legal Committee

* AUTONUM  
The Council noted the work of the CAJ, as provided in document C/45/9 and in the oral report made by the Chair of the CAJ, and approved the work program for the sixty-fifth session of the CAJ, as presented in the oral report of the Chair of the CAJ.
Progress report of the work of the Technical Committee, the Technical Working Parties and the Working Group on Biochemical and Molecular Techniques, and DNA-Profiling in Particular 

* AUTONUM  
The Council noted the work of the Technical Committee (TC), the Technical Working Parties and the Working Group on Biochemical and Molecular Techniques, and DNA‑Profiling in Particular, as provided in document C/45/10, and approved the programs of work set out in document C/45/10.
Calendar of meetings in 2012 

* AUTONUM  
The Council approved the calendar of meeting, as set out in document C/45/8, with the following additional information:

(a)
the reference to the Editorial Committee on the morning of March 26, 2012 should be removed;

(b)
a “Symposium on the benefits of plant variety protection for farmers and growers” would be organized on November 2, 2012;

(c)
the third meeting of the Working Group on Rules Concerning Observers would take place on March 29, 2012 at 6.00 p.m.;
(d)
subject to the endorsement of the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ), at its sixty‑fifth session to be held in Geneva on March 29, 2012, it was agreed that the sixty‑sixth session of the CAJ would take place on the morning of October 29, 2012, and that the seventh session of the Administrative and Legal Committee Advisory Group (CAJ‑AG) would be held on the afternoon of October 29 and on October 30, 2012;  and

(e)
the dates for the sessions to be held in Geneva in 2013 would be from March 18 to 22 and from October 21 to 25.
Election of new Chairpersons
* AUTONUM  
The Council elected, in each case for a term of three years ending with the forty-eighth ordinary session of the Council, in 2014:

(a)
Mrs. Robyn Hierse (South Africa), Chairperson, Technical Working Party for Agricultural Crops (TWA);
(b)
Mr. Sami Markkanen (Finland), Chairman, Technical Working Party on Automation and Computer Programs (TWC);
(c)
Mrs. Carensa Petzer (South Africa), Chairperson, Technical Working Party for Fruit Crops (TWF);
(d)
Mr. Nik Hulse (Australia), Chairman, Technical Working Party for Ornamental Plants and Forest Trees (TWO);
(e)
Mr. François Boulineau (France), Chairman, Technical Working Party for Vegetables (TWV);  and
(f)
Mr. Alejandro Barrientos Priego (Mexico), Chairman, Working Group on Biochemical and Molecular Techniques and DNA‑Profiling in Particular (BMT).
Situation in the legislative, administrative and technical fields:

* AUTONUM  
The Council considered documents C/45/16, C/45/5, C/45/6 and C/45/7.  It noted that an addendum of document C/45/16 would be produced and that a revision of document C/44/7 concerning statistics for the period 2005‑2009 had been published on the UPOV website (document C/44/7 Rev.).
Press Release

* AUTONUM  
The Council considered and approved the draft press release that was distributed at the end of its forty-fifth ordinary session.  The Press Release approved by the Council is reproduced in Annex [III] to this report.
Retirement

 AUTONUM  
The President noted that Ms. Nicole Bustin (France) would retire before the subsequent session of the Council.  The President expressed his thanks to Ms. Bustin, on behalf of the Council, for her contribution to the work of the Union and wished her a long and happy retirement.

 AUTONUM  
This report was adopted by correspondence.

[Annexes follow]
ANNEXE I / ANNEX I / ANLAGE I / ANEXO I
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS / LIST OF PARTICIPANTS /

TEILNEHMERLISTE / LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES

(dans l’ordre alphabétique des noms français des membres/

in the alphabetical order of the names in French of the members/

in alphabetischer Reihenfolge der französischen Namen der Mitglieder/

por orden alfabético de los nombres en francés de los miembros)

I.  MEMBRES / MEMBERS / VERBANDSMITGLIEDER / MIEMBROS
AFRIQUE DU SUD / SOUTH AFRICA / SÜDAFRIKA / SUDÁFRICA
Noluthando NETNOU-NKOANA (Mrs.), Registrar:  Plant Breeders’ Rights Act, Directorate:  Genetic Resources, Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 257 Harvest House, 30 Hamilton Street, Private Bag X973, 0001 Pretoria  
(tel.: +27 12 319 6183  fax: +27 12 319 6385  e-mail: noluthandon@daff.gov.za) 
ALLEMAGNE / GERMANY / DEUTSCHLAND / ALEMANIA
Friedel CRAMER, Referatsleiter, Referat 511, Bundesministerium für Ernährung, Landwirtschaft und Verbraucherschutz (BMELV), Rochusstrasse 1, 53123 Bonn  
(tel.: +49 228 99529 3839  fax: +49 228 99529 553839  e-mail: friedel.cramer@bmelv.bund.de) 
Udo VON KRÖCHER, Präsident, Bundessortenamt, Osterfelddamm 80, 30627 Hannover  
(tel.: +49 511 9566 5603  fax: +49 511 9566 5904  e-mail: udo.vonkroecher@bundessortenamt.de) 
Clemens NEUMANN, Abteilungsleiter, Biobasierte Wirtschaft, Nachhaltige Land- und Forstwirtschaft, Bundesministerium für Ernährung, Landwirtschaft und Verbraucherschutz, AL 5, Wilhelmstrasse, 54, 10117 Berlin
(tel.: +49 30 18529 3104  e‑mail: al5@bmelv.bund.de)
ARGENTINE / ARGENTINA / ARGENTINIEN / ARGENTINA
Carmen Amelia M. GIANNI (Sra.), Coordinadora de Propiedad Intelectual y Recursos Fitogenéticos, Instituto Nacional de Semillas (INASE), Venezuela 162, Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires C1095AAD
(tel.: +54 11 3220 5414  e-mail: cgianni@inase.gov.ar) 
AUSTRALIE / AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIEN / AUSTRALIA
Doug WATERHOUSE, Chief, Plant Breeder’s Rights, IP Australia, P.O. Box 200, Woden ACT 2606 
(tel.: +61 2 6283 7981  fax: +61 2 6283 7999  e-mail: doug.waterhouse@ipaustralia.gov.au) 
AUTRICHE / AUSTRIA / ÖSTERREICH / AUSTRIA
Heinz-Peter ZACH, Leiter des Referates III/9c für Saatgut und Sortenwesen, Bundesministerium für Land- und Forstwirtschaft, Umwelt und Wasserwirtschaft, Stubenring 12, A-1010 Wien  
(tel.: +43 1 71100 2795  fax: +43 1 71100 2376  e-mail: heinz-peter.zach@lebensministerium.at) 
BÉLARUS / BELARUS / BELARUS / BELARÚS
Uladzimir BEINIA, Director, State Inspection for Testing and Protection of Plant Varieties, Kazintsa str. 90/1, 220108 Minsk  
(tel.: +375 17 212 7451  fax: +375 17 278 3530  e-mail: belsort@mail.ru) 
Tatsiana SIAMASHKA (Mrs.), Deputy Director of DUS Testing, State Inspection for Testing and Protection of Plant Varieties, 90/1 Kazintsa str., 220108 Minsk  
(tel.: +375 17  212 7551  fax: +375 17 278 3530  e-mail: tatianasortr@mail.ru) 
Maryna SALADUKHA (Mrs.), Main Specialist, International Cooperation Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Food, 90 Kazintsa str., 220108 Minsk  
(tel.: +375 17 212 7551  fax: +375 17 278 3530  e-mail: belsort@mail.ru) 

BELGIQUE / BELGIUM / BELGIEN / BÉLGICA
Camille VANSLEMBROUCK (Mme), Responsable droits d’obtenteurs et brevets, Office de la propriété intellectuelle, North Gate III, 16, Boulevard du Roi Albert II, B-1000 Bruxelles  
(tel.: +32 2 277 8275  fax: +32 2 277 5262  e-mail: camille.vanslembrouck@economie.fgov.be) 
BOLIVIE (ÉTAT PLURINATIONAL DE) / BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) / BOLIVIEN (PLURINATIONALER STAAT) / BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE)
Sergio Rider ANDRADE CÁCERES, Director Nacional de Semillas, Instituto Nacional de Innovación Agropecuaria y Forestal (INIAF), Avenida 6 de agosto, Nro. 2170, Edificio Hoy, Mezanine, 4793 La Paz  
(tel.: +591 2 2441153  fax: +591 2 2441153  e-mail: rideran@yahoo.es) 
BRÉSIL / BRAZIL / BRASILIEN / BRASIL
Daniela DE MORAES AVIANI (Mrs.), Coordinator, National Plant Variety Protection Service (SNPC), Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply, Esplanada dos Ministérios, Bloco ’D’, Anexo A, Sala 249, Brasilia , D.F.70043-900 
(tel.: +55 61 3218 2549 / 2547  fax: +55 61 3224 2842  e-mail: daniela.aviani@agricultura.gov.br) 
CANADA / CANADA / KANADA / CANADÁ
Sandy MARSHALL (Ms.), Senior Policy Specialist, Plant Breeders’ Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), 59 Camelot Drive, Ottawa Ontario K1A 0Y9 
(tel.: +1 613 773 7134  fax: +1 613 773 7261  e-mail: sandy.marshall@inspection.gc.ca) 
Julie LAPLANTE (Ms.), Examiner, Plant Breeders’ Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), 59 Camelot Drive, Ottawa Ontario K1A 0Y9 
(tel.: +613 773 7138  fax: +613 773 7261  e-mail: julie.c.laplante@inspection.gc.ca) 
CHILI / CHILE / CHILE / CHILE
Jaime IBIETA S., Director, División Semillas, Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero (SAG), Ministerio de Agricultura, Avda. Presidente Bulnes 140, piso 2, Santiago de Chile  
(tel.: +56 2 345 1560  fax: +56 2 697 2179  e-mail: jaime.ibieta@sag.gob.cl) 
CHINE / CHINA / CHINA / CHINA
LIU Ping, Vice Director-General, Development Center for Science and Technology, Ministry of Agriculture, No. 96 Dong San Huan Nan Lu, Chaoyang District, 100122 Beijing  
(tel.: +86 10 5919 9363  fax: +86 10 5919 9396  e-mail: liuping@agri.gov.cn) 
LÜ Bo, Director, Division of Variety Management, Bureau of Seed Management, Ministry of Agriculture, No. 11 Nongzhanguan Nanli, Chaoyang District, 100125 Beijing  
(tel.: +86 10 5919 3150  fax: +86 10 5919 3142  e-mail: lvbo@agri.gov.cn) 

Yinan LIU, Official, International Cooperation Department, State Intellectual Property Office, 6, Xituchenglu, Haidian District, 10088 Beijing  
(tel.: +86 10 6208 6511  fax: +86 10 6201 9615  e-mail: liuyinan@sipo.gov.cn) 
Qiong WANG, Official, Office of Plant Variety Protection, State Forestry Administration, No. 18, Hepingli East Street, Beijing 100714
(tel.: +86 10 8423 9104  fax: +86 10 8423 8883  e-mail:  wangqiong@cnpvp.net)
COLOMBIE / COLOMBIA / KOLUMBIEN / COLOMBIA
Ana Luisa DÍAZ JIMÉNEZ (Sra.), Directora Técnica de Semillas, Dirección Técnica de Semillas, Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario (ICA), Carrera 41 No. 17-81, Zona Industrial de Puente Aranda, Bogotá D.C. 
(tel.: +57 1 3323700  fax: +57 1 3323700  e-mail: ana.diaz@ica.gov.co) 
Gedeón JARAMILLO REY, Ministro Consejero, Misión Permanente, 17-19, chemin du 
Champ-d’Anier, 1209 Ginebra, Suiza
(tel.: +41 22 798 4554 or 4718  fax: +41 22 791 0787  e-mail: gedeon.jaramillo@cancilleria.gov.co) 
CROATIE / CROATIA / KROATIEN / CROACIA
Ružica JURIĆ (Ms.), Head of Plant Variety Protection and Registration, Institute for Seeds and Seedlings, Croatian Centre for Agriculture Food and Rural Affairs, Institute for Seed and Seedlings, Usorska 19, Brijest, HR-31 000 Osijek  
(tel.: +385 31 275 715  fax: +385 31 275 716  e-mail: ruzica.juric@hcphs.hr) 
DANEMARK / DENMARK / DÄNEMARK / DINAMARCA
Gerhard DENEKEN, Head, Department of Variety Testing, Danish AgriFish Agency, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, Teglvaerksvej 10, Tystofte, DK-4230 Skaelskoer  
(tel.: +45 5816 0601  fax: +45 58 160606  e-mail: gde@naturerhverv.dk) 
ESPAGNE / SPAIN / SPANIEN / ESPAÑA
Alicia CRESPO PAZOS (Sra.), Directora, Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y Marino (MARM), Calle Alfonso XII No. 62, 2a planta, E-28014 Madrid  
(tel.: +34 91 347 66 59  fax: +34 91 347 6703  e-mail: acrespop@marm.es) 
Luis SALAICES, Jefe de Área del Registro de Variedades, Oficina Española de Variedades Vegetales (OEVV), Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y Marino (MARM), Calle Alfonso XII, No. 62, 2a Planta, E-28014 Madrid  
(tel.: +34 91 347 6712  fax: +34 91 347 6703  e-mail: luis.salaices@marm.es) 
ESTONIE / ESTONIA / ESTLAND / ESTONIA
Laima PUUR (Ms.), Head, Variety Department, Estonian Agricultural Board, Vabaduse sq. 4, EE-71020 Viljandi  
(tel.: +372 435 1240  fax: +372 435 1241  e-mail: laima.puur@pma.agri.ee) 
Renata TSATURJAN (Ms.), Chief Specialist, Plant Production Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, 39/41 Lai Street, EE-15056 Tallinn  
(tel.: +372 625 6507  fax: +372 625 6200  e-mail: renata.tsaturjan@agri.ee) 
ÉTATS-UNIS D’AMÉRIQUE / UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / 
VEREINIGTE STAATEN VON AMERIKA / ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA
Kitisri SUKHAPINDA (Ms.), Patent Attorney, Office of Policy and External Affairs, United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), Madison Building, West Wing, 600 Dulany Street, MDW 10A30, Alexandria VA 22313 
(tel.: +1 571 272 9300  fax: + 1 571 273 0085  e-mail: kitisri.sukhapinda@uspto.gov) 
Karin L. FERRITER (Ms.), Intellectual Property Attaché, United States Mission to the WTO, 11, route de Pregny, 1292 Chambesy  
(tel.: +41 22 749 5281  e-mail: karin_ferriter@ustr.eop.gov) 
Paul M. ZANKOWSKI, Commissioner, Plant Variety Protection Office, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), National Agricultural Library (NAL), 10301, Baltimore Ave., Beltsville MD 20705 
(tel.: +1 301 504 5518  fax: +1 301 504 5291  e-mail: paul.zankowski@ams.usda.gov) 
FÉDÉRATION DE RUSSIE / RUSSIAN FEDERATION / RUSSISCHE FÖDERATION / FEDERACIÓN DE RUSIA
Yulia GORYUNOVA (Mlle), Spécialiste principal, Orlikov per., 1/11, 107139 Moscow  
(tel.: +70 8 499 975 18 23  fax: +70 8 495 607 88 56  e-mail: u.gorunova@plant.mcx.ru) 
FINLANDE / FINLAND / FINNLAND / FINLANDIA
Tapio LAHTI, Senior Officer, Legal Affairs, Finnish Food Safety Authority (EVIRA), Mustialankatu 3, FIN-00790 Helsinki  
(tel.: +358 400 640 9881  fax: +358 20 77 25195  e-mail: tapio.lahti@evira.fi) 
FRANCE / FRANCE / FRANKREICH / FRANCIA
Robert TESSIER, Sous-directeur de la qualité et de la protection des végétaux, Direction générale de l’alimentation, Service de la prévention des risques sanitaires de la production primaire, Ministère de l’agriculture, de l’alimentation, de la pêche, de la ruralité et de l’aménagement du territoire, 251, rue de Vaugirard, F-75732 Paris Cédex 15 
(tel.: +33 1 49555030  fax: +33 1 49555949  e-mail: robert.tessier@agriculture.gouv.fr) 
Nicole BUSTIN (Mlle), Secrétaire général, Comité de la protection des obtentions végétales (CPOV), Ministère de l’agriculture, de l’alimentation, de la pêche, de la ruralité et de l’aménagement du territoire, 11, rue Jean Nicot, F-75007 Paris  
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INTERVENTION BY AMBASSADOR FERNANDO ROJAS SAMANEZ,
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF PERU
Thank you very much, Mr. Chair.
It is a great honor for me to take the floor at this session of the Council in order to convey the profound satisfaction and gratitude of the Government of Peru for the warm welcome given to us by UPOV.  Being a member of this Union is undoubtedly a great honor and an important challenge.
During what was almost a two-year process, Peru deposited its instrument of accession to the UPOV Convention (1991 Act) on July 8, 2011, and became the 70th member of the Union on August 8, 2011.
This accession is a clear demonstration of my country’s commitment to the principles and aims of the Convention, which seeks to promote an effective system for the protection of new varieties of plants, with a view to promoting the development of new varieties for the benefit of society.
We are fully convinced that the effective use of these types of mechanisms for protection and promotion is a key factor in continuing on the path toward growth and development, to the extent that it will promote innovation, development and the exchange of technology and agricultural research, with the aim of consolidating a sustainable production system.
This is the vision held by my country in relation to how to make the most of the benefits inherent in a protection regime of this nature.  For that reason, in 1993 Peru supported the adoption of a system of protection for the rights of breeders of plant varieties within the Andean Community, through Decision 345 of the Cartagena Agreement Commission.  We have recently developed the “Regulations for Protection of the Rights of Breeders of New Varieties of Plants”, thereby consolidating the normative framework applicable to the rights of breeders in Peru.
At the national level, breeder’s rights lie within the remit of the National Institute for the Defense of Competition and Protection of Intellectual Property (INDECOPI) and the National Institute for Agricultural Innovation (INIA).  Within their respective remits, both institutions are responsible for ensuring respect for and the application of breeder’s rights, and have available an appropriate legal and institutional framework to ensure the operation of the protection system.
Mr. Chair,

These are then some of the scopes and efforts undertaken at the national level in relation to the protection of new varieties of plants.  It should be recognized that although much progress has been made in this regard, there still remains a lot of work to be done, especially now that we have acceded to this important Convention.
In the next few months, our country will have to make a start on the work to disseminate the Convention and its benefits among the potential users of the system, mainly within the country, which contains precisely one of the major sources of biodiversity on the planet.  Similarly, the competent national authorities shall focus their efforts on supporting and fostering agricultural research, such that the development of more new varieties of plants eligible for protection in Peru may be promoted.
In order to achieve said aims, we hope to enjoy the valuable support and cooperation of the Office of the Union and its members, especially those in a position to provide both technical and financial assistance.
Finally, Mr. Chair, I would like to place on record our profound gratitude to the 
Office of the Union for the important and valuable help which it has given us during the process of accession to the UPOV Convention. Equally, I would like to express our recognition to the experts from our country and to the authorities of other members of the Union for their help and cooperation.
Thank you very much.
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UPOV Press Release No. 87
Geneva, October 20, 2011

UPOV Council Sets Biennial Program, Marks 50th Anniversary of the UPOV Convention

The Council of the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV)  met in Geneva on October 20, 2011, in the year of the 50th anniversary of the UPOV Convention, to take stock of the Union’s work over the past year and approve the next biennium’s program and budget.

UPOV members acknowledged that the 50th anniversary of UPOV comes at a time when a changing world carries many challenges for agriculture. At the global level, increasing population, climate change, parallel demands for food and energy production and evolving human needs require a response in agricultural production, often at the same time as land and inputs become increasingly scarce and expensive. Success in responding to these challenges relies on dynamic and sustainable agriculture.

Plant Breeding has significantly contributed and will continue to be a major contributor to increased food security whilst reducing input costs, greenhouse gas emissions and deforestation. With that, plant breeding significantly mitigates the effects of population growth, climate change and other social and physical challenges.

Innovation in agriculture and horticulture is important for economic development in the rural sector.  Production of high value varieties of ornamentals, fruit and vegetables provide employment and income for hundreds of thousands – even millions – of people.  An effective system of plant variety protection is crucial for a sustainable contribution of plant breeding and seed supply and is a key enabler for investment in breeding and the development of new varieties of plants. UPOV membership promotes economic and social benefits and is an important global signal for breeders to have the confidence to introduce their new varieties in that country, which will be of benefit to farmers and growers in the country.

To mark the 50th anniversary, UPOV organized the “Symposium on Plant Breeding for the Future”, on October 21, 2011, which reviewed recent developments in plant science and looked forward to the challenges and opportunities for applying those scientific developments in plant breeding (http://www.upov.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=24133). 
Round-up of key developments in UPOV Council:

New members of the Union

The Council was informed that Peru had deposited its instrument of accession to the UPOV Convention and became the 70th member of UPOV on August 8, 2011.

Program & Budget

The Council approved the Program and Budget for the 2012-2013 biennium, amounting to Sfr6,798,000.  This budget contains no change in the value of the contribution unit by members of the Union and no change in the total number of posts for the Office of the Union.

Information on UPOV

Plans for the launch of a redesigned website on November 1, 2011, were approved with the aim of improving the availability of information on UPOV to a range of users.  Some of the features of the redesigned website include the following:

· freely accessible database of plant varieties (PLUTO), formerly only available in the form of a CD-ROM on subscription 

· multimedia presentation on UPOV 

· video on the use of plant variety protection by gentian farmers in the Ashiro region of Japan (“the Ashiro Rindo story”)
· launch of UPOV YouTube channel

· UPOV collection of materials explaining the UPOV system

· database of UPOV members’ laws (UPOV Lex)

Public Access to UPOV Documents

In a further move to increase access to documents, the Council agreed that the documents of the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ), Technical Committee (TC) and Technical Working Parties (TWPs), which were formerly only accessible to members and observers, would be made publicly accessible.

Cooperation with ITPGRFA

The Council agreed with the request of the secretariat of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture for the Office of the Union to cooperate with ITPGRFA on a research project on the economics of the Multilateral System of the ITPGRFA, based on information available from the Plant Variety Database (PLUTO).

Other

The observer status for the Asia and Pacific Seed Association (APSA) was extended to the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ), Technical Committee (TC) and Technical Working Parties (TWPs). 

Plant Variety Protection Statistics

The Council noted a record number of plant variety protection titles granted in 2010, with the number exceeding 11,000 for the first time (a 3% increase on 2009).  A record number of titles in force – 90,214 – was recorded in 2010, representing a 4 percent increase on figures for 2009.

Cooperation in the Examination of New Plant Varieties

In 2011, the number of plant genera and species for which there were agreements between members of the Union for cooperation in the examination of distinctness, uniformity and stability totaled 1,990, compared to 1,400 in 2010.

A report of decisions taken at the forty-fifth ordinary session of the Council, held in Geneva on October 20, 2011, is available at:
http://www.upov.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?meeting_id=24136&doc_id=186841 
For further information about UPOV, please contact the UPOV Secretariat:

Tel:  (+41-22) 338 9153/9233
E-mail:  upov.mail@upov.int

Fax:  (+41-22) 733 0336
Website:  www.upov.int
MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PROTECTION OF

NEW VARIETIES OF PLANTS

International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants* 
UPOV Convention (1961), as revised at Geneva (1972, 1978 and 1991)

Status on October 20, 2011

	State/Organization
	Date on which State/Organization
became member of UPOV
	Latest Act
 of the Convention to which State/Organization is party and date on which State/Organization became party to that Act

	
	
	
	

	Albania

	October 15, 2005
	1991 Act

	October 15, 2005

	Argentina

	December 25, 1994
	1978 Act

	December 25, 1994

	Australia

	March 1, 1989
	1991 Act

	January 20, 2000

	Austria

	July 14, 1994
	1991 Act

	July 1, 2004

	Azerbaijan

	December 9, 2004
	1991 Act

	December 9, 2004

	Belarus

	January 5, 2003
	1991 Act

	January 5, 2003

	Belgium


	December 5, 1976
	1961/1972 Act

	December 5, 1976

	Bolivia (Plurinational
State of)

	May 21, 1999
	1978 Act

	May 21, 1999

	Brazil

	May 23, 1999
	1978 Act

	May 23, 1999

	Bulgaria

	April 24, 1998
	1991 Act

	April 24, 1998

	Canada

	March 4, 1991
	1978 Act

	March 4, 1991

	Chile

	January 5, 1996
	1978 Act

	January 5, 1996

	China

	April 23, 1999
	1978 Act


	April 23, 1999

	Colombia

	September 13, 1996
	1978 Act

	September 13, 1996

	Costa Rica

	January 12, 2009
	1991 Act

	January 12, 2009

	Croatia

	September 1, 2001
	1991 Act

	September 1, 2001

	Czech Republic

	January 1, 1993
	1991 Act

	November 24, 2002

	Denmark


	October 6, 1968
	1991 Act

	April 24, 1998

	Dominican Republic

	June 16, 2007
	1991 Act

	June 16, 2007

	Ecuador

	August 8, 1997
	1978 Act

	August 8, 1997

	Estonia

	September 24, 2000
	1991 Act

	September 24, 2000

	European Union

	July 29, 2005
	1991 Act

	July 29, 2005

	Finland

	April 16, 1993
	1991 Act

	July 20, 2001

	France


	October 3, 1971
	1978 Act

	March 17, 1983

	Georgia

	November 29, 2008
	1991 Act

	November 29, 2008

	Germany

	August 10, 1968
	1991 Act

	July 25, 1998

	Hungary

	April 16, 1983
	1991 Act

	January 1, 2003

	Iceland

	May 3, 2006
	1991 Act

	May 3, 2006

	Ireland

	November 8, 1981
	1978 Act

	November 8, 1981

	Israel

	December 12, 1979
	1991 Act

	April 24, 1998

	Italy

	July 1, 1977
	1978 Act

	May 28, 1986

	Japan

	September 3, 1982
	1991 Act

	December 24, 1998

	Jordan

	October 24, 2004
	1991 Act

	October 24, 2004

	Kenya

	May 13, 1999
	1978 Act

	May 13, 1999

	Kyrgyzstan

	June 26, 2000
	1991 Act

	June 26, 2000

	Latvia

	August 30, 2002
	1991 Act

	August 30, 2002

	Lithuania

	December 10, 2003
	1991 Act

	December 10, 2003

	Mexico

	August 9, 1997
	1978 Act

	August 9, 1997

	Morocco

	October 8, 2006
	1991 Act

	October 8, 2006

	Netherlands

	August 10, 1968
	1991 Act


	April 24, 1998

	New Zealand

	November 8, 1981
	1978 Act

	November 8, 1981

	Nicaragua

	September 6, 2001
	1978 Act

	September 6, 2001

	Norway

	September 13, 1993
	1978 Act

	September 13, 1993

	Oman

	November 22, 2009
	1991 Act

	November 22, 2009

	Panama

	May 23, 1999
	1978 Act

	May 23, 1999

	Paraguay

	February 8, 1997
	1978 Act

	February 8, 1997

	Peru

	August 8, 2011
	1991 Act

	August 8, 2011

	Poland

	November 11, 1989
	1991 Act

	August 15, 2003

	Portugal

	October 14, 1995
	1978 Act

	October 14, 1995

	Republic of Korea

	January 7, 2002
	1991 Act

	January 7, 2002

	Republic of Moldova

	October 28, 1998
	1991 Act

	October 28, 1998

	Romania

	March 16, 2001
	1991 Act

	March 16, 2001

	Russian Federation

	April 24, 1998
	1991 Act

	April 24, 1998

	Singapore

	July 30, 2004
	1991 Act

	July 30, 2004

	Slovakia

	January 1, 1993
	1991 Act

	June 12, 2009

	Slovenia

	July 29, 1999
	1991 Act

	July 29, 1999

	South Africa

	November 6, 1977
	1978 Act

	November 8, 1981

	Spain

	May 18, 1980
	1991 Act

	July 18, 2007

	Sweden

	December 17, 1971
	1991 Act

	April 24, 1998

	Switzerland

	July 10, 1977
	1991 Act

	September 1, 2008

	The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

	
May 4, 2011
	
1991 Act

	
May 4, 2011

	Trinidad and Tobago

	January 30, 1998
	1978 Act

	January 30, 1998

	Tunisia

	August 31, 2003
	1991 Act

	August 31, 2003

	Turkey

	November 18, 2007
	1991 Act

	November 18, 2007

	Ukraine

	November 3, 1995
	1991Act

	January 19, 2007

	United Kingdom

	August 10, 1968
	1991 Act

	January 3, 1999

	United States of America

	November 8, 1981
	1991 Act


	February 22, 1999

	Uruguay

	November 13, 1994
	1978 Act

	November 13, 1994

	Uzbekistan

	November 14, 2004
	1991 Act

	November 14, 2004

	Viet Nam

	December 24, 2006
	1991 Act

	December 24, 2006


(Total:  70)







* 	An asterisk next to the paragraph number indicates that the text is reproduced from the Report on the Decisions (document C/45/17).





*	The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), established by the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants, is an independent intergovernmental organization having legal personality. Pursuant to an agreement concluded between the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and UPOV, the Director General of WIPO is the Secretary-General of UPOV and WIPO provides administrative services to UPOV.


�	“1961/1972 Act” means the International Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants of December 2, 1961, as amended by the Additional Act of November 10, 1972;  “1978 Act” means the Act of October 23, 1978, of the Convention;  “1991 Act” means the Act of March 19, 1991, of the Convention.


� 	With a notification under Article 34(2) of the 1978 Act.


� 	With a declaration that the 1978 Act is not applicable to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.


� 	With a declaration that the Convention of 1961, the Additional Act of 1972, the 1978 Act and the 1991 Act are not applicable to Greenland and the Faroe Islands.


� 	With a declaration that the 1978 Act applies to the territory of the French Republic, including the Overseas Departments and Territories.


� 	Ratification for the Kingdom in Europe.


� 	With a reservation pursuant to Article 35(2) of the 1991 Act.
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