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The Annex to this document contains the report from South Africa.
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ANNEX

SOUTH AFRICA

1. Situation in the Legislative Field

The Plant Breeders' Rights Act (Act No. 15 of 1976) has been revised in
terms of the 1991 Act of the Convention and distributed to all interested
parties for comment. Provision has been made for the revised Act to be
included in the legislative program to serve before Parliament early in 1994.

In accordance with generally accepted principles and with the approval of
the Minister for Agriculture, the fees payable for plant breeders' rights
continue to be maintained at a reasonably low level.

In an attempt to progressively extend the Act to encompass the entire
plant kingdom, during the past year legal protection was granted to the fol-
lowing plant genera: Brachiaria, Dieffenbachia, x Festulolium, Gardenia,
Lathyrus, Ribes, Rubus, Scaevola, Strelitzia and Zantedeschia. Panicum
deustum and Lolium x boucheanum are now also protected under the Act.

2. Cooperation in Examination

No new agreements have been concluded nor are any amendments to existing
agreements contemplated.

3. Situation in the Administrative Field

From October 1, 1992, to September 30, 1993, 154 plant breeders' rights
were granted and 152 applications were filed. As at September 30, 1993, there
were 809 valid plant breeders' rights and 293 applications under consideration.

No changes have taken place in the administrative structure.

4. Situation in the Technical Field

Homogeneity problems continue to be encountered in the evaluation of
grasses and lucerne.

Uncertainty has been expressed over the future value and application of
techniques such as electrophoresis, RFLP's and RAPD's for the field testing of
plant varieties. There is a strong feeling that conventional methods of field
testing and comprehensive variety descriptions should remain the basis for
variety listing and certification.

A variety list for tobacco was established during September 1993.

5. Activities for the Promotion of Plant Variety Protection

In September 1993, a recommendation was made to the Standing Committee for
Plant Production of the Southern African Regional Commission for the Conserva-
tion and Utilisation of the Soil (SARCCUS) that the establishment and harmoni-
sation of legislation regarding plant breeders' rights and variety listing in
Southern Africa should be investigated.

[End of document]



