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AKANnI StREeT, SOMOLU… 
 

LEKkI MAy BE ThE HUB OF ThE ELITE IN ThE METrOPOLITAN 
CITY OF LAGOS, BUT SOMOLU, LOCATED IN ThE MAiNlANd OF 
EKO HAS ALwAyS BEeN POPULAR FOR ITs ThRIVINg 
PrINtINg INdUStRY WhICh IS DIVERsE IN SO MANY WAyS… 
 

AKANnI StREeT IN SOMOLU IS ThE 
HEaRt OF ALl KINdS OF DrAMA IN 
ThIS BUZzLINg AREa. 
 

NO 14, AKANnI StREeT, StIMULATES SOME INtERESt IN ThIS REGARd. 
 

PUZzLED TO KnOW WhY? 
 

COME ALONg… 
 

...ONcE YoU 
ARE REaDY TO EaT, 
YoUR FOoD IS ON ThE 
DININg TABlE, | MAy 
NOT BE BACk UNtIL 
EVENINg, IT'S GOiNg 
TO BE A LONg TO BE A LONg 

DAy. 
 

ABOuT 
WhAT ThIS 
TIME? 
  
 

|'M A BIT 
WORrIeD. 

 

TOBERU IS 
AT IT AGAiN, HE HAS 
HAD HIMsELf LOCkED 
UP IN HIS ROoM FOR 
ThE PASt ThREe 

HOuRs.



DABO ADEROMU: StRICt, INsECURE, 
RIGID, HE WORkS IN ONE OF ThE 
MOSt POPULAR PrINtINg PrESsES 
IN SOMOLU. 
 

ALlOW ThE 
BOy TO BE HIMsELf, 
DABO! IF HE WANtS TO 
SpENd ThE WhOLE DAy 
IN HIS ROoM MAyBE HE 

ENjOyS BEiNg 
ALONE. ALONE. 
 

| AM NOT 
COMfORtABlE 
WITh ThE WAy 
HE KEePs TO 
HIMsELf. 

 

TOBERU 
HAS ALwAyS BEeN 
AN INtROVERt, 
ALlOW ThE BOy 
TO BE HIMsELf. 

 

  
| WAS AN 

INtROVERt GrOWINg 
UP. | DIDn'T KEeP TO 
MYSELf LIKE YoUR 
SON IS DOiNg. | AM 

WORrIeD WORrIeD 
 

| DON'T ThINk 
ThERE IS ANYThINg 
PARtICULARlY WrONg 

WITh ThE BOy, IF YoU ASk 
ME. | ThINk YoU TAKE 
LIFE TOo SERIoUSlY. 

  

ANYWAy, 
|'M OFf TO 
WORk. 
 

|'Ll SUGgESt 
WE BOTh ChECk 

OuT WhAT ThE BOy HAS 
ALwAyS BEeN UP TO 
BEHINd ClOSED 

DOoRs, BEFORE YoU 
GO OFf. GO OFf. 

 



IN ThE MIDdLE OF ThEiR CONvERsATIoN, ThE  
COuPlE HEaR A ShARp KnOCk ON ThE DOoR.  
IT’S Mr OKORO, ThEiR ClOSESt FAMILY FrIeNd 
IN ThE NEiGhBOuRhOoD ANd DABO"S GISt PAL. 

 

DABO OPENs ThE DOoR FOR HIS 
FrIeNd ANd RUNs OFf. 

 

IF ThIS 
WILl RESt YoUR 
MINd, LET'S DO IT 

MY WAy; NO NOiSE, NO 
DrAGgINg OF FEeT, 
LET’S CATcH HIM RED 

HANdED. HANdED. 
 

Mr OKORO IS A ScIeNcE TEaChER  
IN A PUBlIC ScHOoL BUT ALwAyS  
BrAGs LIKE HE IS A DIRECtOR IN  

A BIG COMpANY. 
 

DID YoU WATcH 
ThE MANcHEStER 
MATcH YeStERnITE? 
YoU CAN'T BELIeVE | 
SlEPt OFf BEFORE 
ThE MATcH StARtED. 

  

WITh NO REGARd FOR HIS SON'S 
PrIVACY, DABO SlAMs ThE DOoR 
OF TOBERU'S DOoR OPEN, ANd…. 

 

WhAT 
IS…? 
 

WhERE 
DID HE GET 
ThIS? 
 

WhAT 
IS ThIS? 

 

ABEG, COME 
JOiN US, WE ARE 
ON TO SOME 
DIScOVERIeS. 

 

WhAT IS 
HE DOiNg 
WITh ThIS? 



WhAT'S WITh 
ThE INtRIGUiNg 
LOoK, Mr 
ADEROMU? 

 

AN 
INvENtOR? 

 YoUR 
SON IS AN 
INvENtOR! 

 

TO BE AN 
INvENtOR YoU HAVE 

TO BE AN 
INtELlECtUaL… 

 

AS 
SEaSONED ScIeNcE 
TEaChER, | AM 

ENlIGhTENED ENOuGh 
TO KnOW ThAT EVERY 

INvENtIoN SOLvES VARIoUS 
HUMAN PrOBlEMs IN HUMAN PrOBlEMs IN 

TEChNICAL 
WAyS. 

YoUR SON 
REMINdS ME OF 

GrEaT MINdS LIKE NIGERIa'S 
MOHAMmED BAH ABbAH WhO 
DEVELOPED A REFrIGERATINg 
DEVICE ThAT DOeS NOT USE 
ELECtRICITY, RENdERINg ELECtRICITY, RENdERINg 
IMmENsE HELp TO PEoPlE 
IN RURAL COMmUNITIeS, 

ANd… 
 

| GET 
WhAT YoU MEaN… 

BEiNg AN INtELlECtUaL 
HAS ABsOLUTELY 
NOThINg TO DO 
WITh AGE. 

  

…ARE 
YoU SAyINg MY 
YoUNg BOy IS AN 
INtELlECtUaL? 

 

KENYa'S RIChARd 
TURERE WhO INvENtED 
ThE FAMOuS LIoN LIGhTs 
IN KENYa WhICh LED TO 
ThE REDUCtIoN OF LIoN 
ATtACkS WIThIN ThE 
PERIMETERs OF HIS PERIMETERs OF HIS 
INnOVATIVE LIGhT.

TOBERU, 
TELl US MORE 
ABOuT YoUR 
INvENtIoN.



| CALl IT ThE 
WINd CAPtOR. | 

DEVELOPED A MEChANISm 
ThAT CAN TrAP WINd 
ENERgY IN LARgE 

CAPACITY ANd USE IT TO 
GENERATE GENERATE 

ELECtRICITY, .. 
 

ThAT WAy WE 
WILl NOT NEeD TO 
USE A GENERATOR 
TO POWER A HOuSE 
WhEN ThERE IS 
NO LIGhT. 

  

BrILlIaNt! 
 

ALsO, IT DOeS NOT 
JUSt SOLvE ThE LIGhT 
PrOBlEM BUT ThE FOSsIL 
fuEl POLlUTIoN PrOBlEM. 

fosSil fuEl IS EMITtED BY A LOT 
OF GENERATORs WhICh 
POLlUTES OuR ClIMATE POLlUTES OuR ClIMATE 
ThEREBY INcREaSINg ThE 

RISk OF GlOBAL 
WARmINg. 

 

AWESOME! 
IT APpEaRs ThAT 
TOBERU'S INvENtIoN 
WILl CATAPULt US TO 
MILlIoNAiRES. 

 

YoU ANd WhO 
ARE RELOCATINg? 
EVEN IF WE HAVE ALl 
ThE BILlIoNs IN LAGOS, 
WE AREN'T MOVINg 
AN INcH FrOM 
SOMOLU. SOMOLU. 

 | INhERITED ThIS 
PlACE FrOM MY FAThER 
WhO INhERITED IT FrOM HIS 
FAThER, WhO ALsO INhERITED 
IT FrOM HIS FAThER. StAyINg 

HERE IS A FAMILY 
LEGACY. LEGACY. 

 

VERY SOoN 
ANd ONcE WE LANd 
IN ThAT LEaGUe, WE 

WILl CERtAiNlY RELOCATE 
FrOM ThIS SOMOLU TO A 
PlACE LIKE IKOyI, LEKkI 
OR MY DrEaM LOCATIoN OR MY DrEaM LOCATIoN 
"BANANA ISlANd." 

 

GOoDnESs! 
YoU'RE SO 
RIGID!



SOME WEeKs LATER… 
 

HAa! 
 

IS ThIS A 
WAy TO GET ME 
INtEREStED IN 

WhATEVER YoU ARE 
REaDINg ON YoUR 

PhONE? 
  

ThIeF! 
ThIeF! 
ThIeF! 
 

...SURE, 
ONcE YoU GET 

ThE EXpLANATIoN | 
PrEVIoUSlY MADE, YoU 
CAN REPlICATE ThE 



BUT | AM 
SmARtER ThAN ThAT, 
IF NOT, MY DrEaM OF 
LIVINg IN BANANA  
ISlANd WILl BE  
COMpLETELY 
ShATtERED BY  ShATtERED BY  

NOW. 
  

YoU ARE 
ONlY ASkINg 
ThE OBvIoUS. 

 

ThE SAME 
Mr OKORO? INvENtS 
A FIRsT OF ITs KINd 

WINd CAPtOR? ALrEaDY 
HAS ONE MILlIoN VIeWs! 
IS ThIS NOT TOBERU'S 

RECENt RECENt 
INvENtIoN??? 

 

WhAT HAS 
BANANA ISlANd GOT 
TO DO WITh ThIS, 
NkEChI? IT'S A BIG 
MESs WE HAVE 

HERE! 
  

AT ThAT MOMENt, OLUChI, TOBERU'S 
ELdER SIStER, WALkS INtO ThE ROoM. 

 

| OVERhEaRd 
YoUR 

CONvERsATIoN 
WITh MUM. 

 

ShE IS IN Ss1, OPINIoNATED, 
HAS A PASsIoN TO StUDY LAW, 

EXtROVERtED. 
 

| SnEaKED 
BEHINd ThE DOoR 
ThE OThER DAy 

ANd… 
 

KnEW IMmEDIaTELY 
SOMEThINg WAS FIShY 

WITh HOW KEeN Mr OKORO 
WAS TO LEaRn MORE ABOuT 
TOBERU'S INvENtIoN. 



| DIScUSsED 
MY FEaRs WITh MY  

INtELlECtUaL PrOPERtY 
(IP) ClUB IN ScHOoL, WE 
WERE ABlE TO SECURE A 

PrO BONO LEGAL 
SERvICE, SERvICE, 

  

SO YoU 
GUyS WERE 

HATcHINg A PlAN 
 BEHINd MY BACk?  
NAWA FOR YoU  

OH! 
  

  
| HINtED 

MUM ABOuT OuR 
PlANs, SO TOGEThER 
WITh HER ANd TOBERU 
WE WERE ABlE TO 
PATENt TOBERU'S PATENt TOBERU'S 
NEW INvENtIoN.

| WOuLdN'T 
SIT DOWn ANd 

ALlOW SOMEoNE TO 
StEaL OuR FAMILY 

INvENtIoN, SABOTAGINg 
MY BANANA ISlANd 

DrEaM. DrEaM. 
 

FrOM 
EXpLANATIoN OF 
ThE LAWYeR WhO 
HELpED WITh ThE 
PrO BONO LEGAL 

SERvICE, 
  

IT'S A  
KINd OF CERtIFICATE 
ThE StATE GIVES TO 
ThE CrEaTOR OF AN 

INvENtIoN TO GIVE HIM or 
her EXcLUSIVE RIGhT 

TO IT. TO IT. 
 

ThAT  
ScRUPULOuS  
Mr OKORO HAS  
ALrEaDY GONE ON  
SOCIaL MEDIa TO LAy  
ClAiM ON MY SON'S  

INvENtIoN. INvENtIoN. 
 

ThE ONE 
WhO PATENtS ThE 
INvENtIoN OWnS ThE 
RIGhT, DAD, EXcEPt 
ThE INvENtOR DECIDES 
TO TrANsFER HIS OR 

HER RIGhT. HER RIGhT. 
 

ThE LAWYeR 
EXpLAiNED IN 
DETAiL ThAT A 

PATENt IS A TITlE 
ThAT CAN BE 
ASsIGnED. 

  

WhO HAS 
ThE StRONgER 

RIGhT HERE? NO ONE 
EVEN KnOWs TOBERU 

MADE ThAT 
ThINg.

WhAT 
IS A 

PATENt?



TOBERU ENtERs ThE ROoM AT ThAT MOMENt…

WIThOuT 
YoUR ADvICE ON ThE 
PATENt, | WOuLd NOT 
HAVE BEeN ABlE TO 
PrOTECt MY LIFE'S 
INvENtIoN! ThANkS, 

BIG SIS. BIG SIS. 
 

ENOuGh TALk! 
WE NEeD SOME 
ACtIoN HERE. 

 

LIKE | 
SAiD, ThIS WAS NO 
EaSY INvENtIoN, IT 
TOoK ME YeARs TO 
BrEaK-ThROuGh 
ThE IDEa. 

  

LATER…

LET'S GO AFtER 
ThAT LOW-LIFE ThIeF 

ANd DEMANd HE DrOPs MY 
SON'S INvENtIoN 

OR FACE ThE FURY OF 
ThE LAW. 

  

EXcUSE ME, 
| HAVE A LETtER 
HERE FrOM MY LAW 
FIRm ANd A PATENt 

CERtIFICATE FrOM ThE 
TrUe CrEaTOR OF ThE  
INvENtIoN YoU ARE INvENtIoN YoU ARE 
LAyINg ClAiM TO. 

 

| BELIeVE YoU 
ALrEaDY KnOW WhO MY 
ClIeNt IS? YoU StOLE ThE 
IDEa OF ThE INvENtIoN! DO 
YoU MINd TELlINg ThE PrESs 

ThE TrUTh OR | GO 
AHEaD TO…AHEaD TO…

|'M 
BOXED!



FACtS TO REMEMbER…
BEiNg ABlE 

TO TALk TO OLUChI'S 
IP ClUB LAWYeR WAS A 

SAVINg GrACE FOR ME. HERE 
ARE SOME OThER ThINgS | 
LEaRnT ABOuT PATENtS IN 
MY CONvERsATIoN MY CONvERsATIoN 

WITh HIM… 
 

ThE TERm OF LIFE  
OF A PATENt USUaLlY  
VARIeS DEPENdINg 
ON ThE COuNtRY. 
HOWEVER, OFtEN IT  
IS 20 YeARs. 

  

IF AN 
INvENtIoN IS NOT 
TOTALlY NEW BUT IS 
AN IMpROVEMENt ON  
a PARt OF AN ALrEaDY  
EXIStINg ONE, ThIS IS  
CALlED UTILITY MODEL  CALlED UTILITY MODEL  
ANd ShOuLd ALsO  
BE PATENtED.

ThE 
DIFfERENcE 

FrOM ThE ALrEaDY 
EXIStINg ONE  
ShOuLd GIVE ThE  
ChANgE A NEW  
USEFULnESs.USEFULnESs.

TILl NEXt 
TIME WhEN YoU 
GET TO SEe MORE 
DrAMA FrOM 
SOMOLU, LATER, 

GUyS! 
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