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Alexander E. Ochem, a national of Nigeria, graduated in Pharmaceutical Chemistry from the 
University of Trieste (Italy) and holds a Doctor of Philosophy in Molecular Genetics and 
Biotechnology.

Dr. Ochem has over 15 years of research experience in molecular biology and biotechnology. In 1987, 
he joined the International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB) in Trieste
after working for a brief period as a Research Fellow in the Institute of Industrial Chemistry at the 
University of Trieste. The ICGEB is an international centre of excellence dedicated to research, 
training and transfer of technology to Developing Countries. At the ICGEB, he has carried out 
research and studies in the areas of cell-cycle regulation, the molecular mechanisms and enzymology 
of DNA replication, proteomics and mass spectrometry. He also collaborates with the Biotechnology 
Development Unit with regards to biotechnology projects and products adaptable to the needs of 
Developing Countries. He has made presentations at both national and international fora. Recently, he 
participated in the Preparatory Workshop for the Launching of the Activities of the Multinational 
Project “Studies for the Elaboration of an African Program for the Development of Commercial 
Biotechnologies” at the African Agency of Biotechnology, Algiers.

Dr. Ochem collaborates with the Faculty of Pharmacy and the Department of Natural Resources & 
Commodity Economics of the University of Trieste where he has given Seminars and delivers lectures 
in Applied Biotechnology. He has authored/co-authored several articles published in scientific 
journals.
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