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Project to harmonize TQ’s in the EU
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March 2021

• Basic principle, transfer of applications between EU procedures in
online application systems

 DUS testing based on the same technical protocol

 Different questions in technical questionnaires
 The reply to questions cannot be taken over in case a breeder wants

to transfer the application for a variety from one procedure to the
other
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• Why different technical questionnaires?

 Different managements in the organization of the DUS trial

 Different size of reference collections, some authorities need more
information for the selection of a reasonable number of reference
varieties and for organizing the trial

 The CPVO questionnaire is not always sufficient to organize a technical
examination efficiently, individual examination offices need to go back to
breeders with additional questions

 Need for harmonization within the EU
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• Activities carried out so far

 Working group built up at the CPVO Vegetable Expert Meeting trying to
find principles in harmonization, Euroseeds, Naktuinbouw, Geves,
CPVO, lettuce as a pilot

 Conclusion on principles agreed upon at the end of 2020 and
implemented and fine-tuned for a dozen of species in the beginning of
2021, always having the UPOV TQ in perspective.
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• Agreement on some layout principles

 Square buttons: the applicant can choose one or more than one answer
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• Agreement on some layout principles

 Round buttons: the applicant can choose only one answer

 Single choice buttons in general but experts need to define for which
questions multiple replies are possible (eg segregation
characteristics in maize)
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• Agreement on some layout principles

 The obligation to reply to a question is flagged by a red star and
independent from the section where it is
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• Conditional questions

• A reply to questions 05.06 and 05.07 is compulsory but these
questions appear only if the reply to 05.04 is different from note
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• Additional questions for the sake of efficiency
of e-forms

Tomato guideline, grouping 
characteristic 37:

EU experts felt the need to insert a question just before:

Do fruits of the variety do reach maturity: Yes/No

If not, the question does not appear
If yes, the question appears and its reply is compulsory

 Breeders only need to reply to relevant questions
 Authorities receive more meaningful replies
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• Some additional information can be mentioned

 Raw data
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• Some additional information can be mentioned

 Reference variety known by the breeder
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• Particular case of disease resistance

 2 situations

 The reply to both questions is mandatory. The option ‘not tested’ will
only be available in the CPVO TQ for disease resistance
characteristics not identified as grouping in the protocol

 Member States are free to remove that option for these disease
resistance characteristics in their National TQ
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• Particular case of disease resistance

 Should disease resistance characteristics be
under section 5 or section 7?

 General principle that all characteristics from the UPOV table of
characteristics that are part of the technical questionnaire should be
under section 5

 Exception: disease resistance characteristics under point 7 of the
UPOV guideline kept with the same numbering, under point 7 of the
CPVO TQ even if they are part of the table of characteristics

 Request to UPOV to discuss and agree on that principle
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under section 5 or section 7?

 General principle that all characteristics from the UPOV table of
characteristics that are part of the technical questionnaire should be
under section 5

 Exception: disease resistance characteristics under point 7 of the
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• Still some room for flexibility

 The reply to questions corresponding to characteristics not identified as
grouping in the CPVO protocol / UPOV guidelines may be compulsory or
not, depending on experts’ wish

 Member States should be free to render
compulsory in their National questionnaire
the reply to the questions they wish
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• Golden principle: Stick to the wording, section and 
numbering for the question

 This enables a computerization of links between TQ’s, without the
need for a human intervention
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• Golden principle: Stick to the wording and section for the 
question

 Sub-questions can be inserted, following the order of the table of the
UPOV guideline, without affecting the UPOV numbering

Project to harmonize TQ’s in the EU

• Additional request in relation to section 5

 Avoid questions without an expected reply, eg tomato rootstock:
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• Additional request in relation to section 7

 UPOV question 7.1 could be moved to the end of section 7

With the wording: In addition to the information provided in sections 

5, 6 and 7 …

 All questions on resistance to pests and diseases from the table of
characteristics should appear under section 5, leaving that section 7
virtually empty or very short.
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• Additional request in relation to section 7

Proposal for a standard wording to be implemented where deemed
relevant by experts

"it is highly recommended to provide

pictures. Otherwise, the organisation

of the technical examination will be

rendered less efficient, with the risk

of an additional year of technical

examination at the costs of the

applicant."
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• Situation, vegetable sector

 Range of species specific meetings carried out in January/February
2021.

 Experts agreed that it would be confusing to discuss TQ’s, where the
corresponding Technical guideline is currently under full revision at
UPOV level (i.e. turnip and pepper TQs). Discussions organized for
species that are not under this situation, to the exception of tomato

 Experts brought proposals to complement / amend the TQ before the
meeting as a basis for discussion

Project to harmonize TQ’s in the EU

• Situation, vegetable sector

 2 weeks delay for experts to comment on conclusions

 Additional 3 weeks delay for breeders to react to the final version

 When the final version is agreed upon, implementation by CPVO and
communication to UPOV
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Feedback welcome!

23VEM19‐03 ‐ CPVO Follow‐up

[End of Annex and of document]
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