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Geneva, March 18 to 20, 2010

Guidance for DUS Testing:  Guidance for DUS Testing:  

(b)(b) DUS testing DUS testing 
in the absence of UPOV Test Guidelines:in the absence of UPOV Test Guidelines:

IntroductionIntroduction

Peter Button (Technical Director, UPOV)

Seminar on DUS TestingSeminar on DUS Testing

Preview

• Alternatives to developing Authority test 
guidelines:  Cooperation

• Practical Experience of Members of the Union 

• TGP/13 “Guidance for New Types and Species”



2

Cooperation between 
Authorities 

Cooperation between Authorities can involve:

•• purchase of DUS Test Reportspurchase of DUS Test Reports from other 
Authorities

•• bilateral arrangementsbilateral arrangements to remove the need for 
duplication of DUS Tests

•• centralized DUS testingcentralized DUS testing at regional or global 
level

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 

of MEMBERS of the UNIONof MEMBERS of the UNION
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Test Guidelines

•• 257 Test Guidelines257 Test Guidelines adopted 

but…

•• >2,750 genera and species>2,750 genera and species with 
varieties examined for PBR

TGP/7/2 Draft 5 (Revision) 

4.24.2 Individual AuthoritiesIndividual Authorities’’ Test Guidelines in the Test Guidelines in the 
absence of UPOV Test Guidelinesabsence of UPOV Test Guidelines

4.2.1 The General Introduction also states that “Where UPOV 
has not established individual Test Guidelines relevant to the 
variety to be examined, […] in the absence of Test Guidelines, 
the DUS examiner proceeds in the same general way as if 
developing new Test Guidelines.” Thus, in the absence of Test 
Guidelines, this document is also aimed at the drafters of 
individual authorities’ test guidelines.

SECTION 4 (NEW):  SECTION 4 (NEW):  
DEVELOPMENT OF DEVELOPMENT OF 

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORITIESINDIVIDUAL AUTHORITIES’’ TEST GUIDELINESTEST GUIDELINES
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TGP/7/2 Draft 5 (Revision) 

4.24.2 Individual AuthoritiesIndividual Authorities’’ Test Guidelines in the absence of Test Guidelines in the absence of 
UPOV Test GuidelinesUPOV Test Guidelines

[…]

4.2.2 As a first step, the GENIE database or document TGP/5 document TGP/5 
““Experience and Cooperation in DUS testingExperience and Cooperation in DUS testing””: Section 9: List of : Section 9: List of 
Species in Which Practical Knowledge has Been Acquired or for Species in Which Practical Knowledge has Been Acquired or for 
Which National Test Guidelines Have Been Established (TGP/5/1 Which National Test Guidelines Have Been Established (TGP/5/1 
Section 9),Section 9), can be used to identify members of the Union which have 
practical experience of DUS testing for the species concerned.  […]

SECTION 4 (NEW):  SECTION 4 (NEW):  
DEVELOPMENT OF DEVELOPMENT OF 

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORITIESINDIVIDUAL AUTHORITIES’’ TEST GUIDELINESTEST GUIDELINES

Practical experience for 
>2,200 genera / 

species
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TGP/7/2 Draft 5 (Revision) 

4.24.2 Individual AuthoritiesIndividual Authorities’’ Test Guidelines in the absence of Test Guidelines in the absence of 
UPOV Test GuidelinesUPOV Test Guidelines

[…]

4.2.2 As a first step, the GENIE databaseGENIE database or document TGP/5 
“Experience and Cooperation in DUS testing”: Section 9: List of 
Species in Which Practical Knowledge has Been Acquired or for 
Which National Test Guidelines Have Been Established (TGP/5/1 
Section 9), can be used to identify members of the Union which have 
practical experience of DUS testing for the species concerned.  […]

SECTION 4 (NEW):  SECTION 4 (NEW):  
DEVELOPMENT OF DEVELOPMENT OF 

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORITIESINDIVIDUAL AUTHORITIES’’ TEST GUIDELINESTEST GUIDELINES

GENIE Database
(GenGenus / specieies)

DUS informationDUS information
- UPOV Test Guidelines
- cooperation in DUS 

examination
-- practical experience practical experience 

(UPOV members)(UPOV members)
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By UPOV memberBy UPOV member oror…… by Genus or Speciesby Genus or Species

…… and for other genera and speciesand for other genera and species
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TGP/7/2 Draft 5 (Revision) 

4.24.2 Individual AuthoritiesIndividual Authorities’’ Test Guidelines in the absence of Test Guidelines in the absence of 
UPOV Test GuidelinesUPOV Test Guidelines
[…]

4.2.3 In the case of authorities which require assistance in the 
development of individual authorities’ test guidelines in the absence of 
Test Guidelines, the Office of the Union (Office of the Union (““OfficeOffice””) can identify ) can identify 
experienced UPOV DUS expertsexperienced UPOV DUS experts who will be able to provide 
assistance in that process. 

SECTION 4 (NEW):  SECTION 4 (NEW):  
DEVELOPMENT OF DEVELOPMENT OF 

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORITIESINDIVIDUAL AUTHORITIES’’ TEST GUIDELINESTEST GUIDELINES



8

TGP/13 TGP/13 

““GUIDANCE FOR NEW TYPES AND SPECIESGUIDANCE FOR NEW TYPES AND SPECIES””
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THANK YOU


