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INTERNATIONALER VERBANO 

ZUM SCHUTZ VON 

PFLANZENZUCHTUNGEN 

UNION INTERNATIONALE 

POUR LA PROTECTION 

DES OBTENTIONS VEGET ALES 

COUNCIL 

Fifth Session 

Geneva, October 13 to 15, 1971 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONVENTION 

Resolution. adopt·ed by the Council 

THE COUNCIL, 

INTERNATIONAL UNION 

FOR THE PROTECTION OF 

NEW PLANT VARIETIES 

Considering that, for the purposes of determining the 
amount of their annual contribution, the member States of 
the Union for the Protection of New Plant Varieties are 
divided, according to Article 26(2) of the Paris Convention 
of 1961 which established the said Union, into three classes, 

Considering that, according to the same provision, each 
member State in Class I contributes five units; each member 
State in Class II three units; and each member State in 
Class III one unit; 

Considering that, in the light-of the experience gained 
since the entry into force of the Convention, the system 
provided in that Convention does not allow for sufficient 
differentiation among the member States as to the relative 
share in the total of the contributions that should be 
alloted to each of them, 

Considering that it would be desirable to amend the 
above-mentioned provisions as soon as possible, 
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Considering that, in view of the time necessary for 
the ratification of such revision of the Convention, entry 
into force of the revised text cannot be expected until 
after several years, 

1. Decides that, in derogation of Article 27(2) of the 
Convention a Conference for the revision of the Convention 
should take place in 1972; 

2. Decides that such revision should be prepared along the 
following lines and be limited to the following subjects: 

(a) For the purpose of determining the amount of the 
annual contributions of the member States of the 
Union, the following five classes and correspon
ding units should be established: 

Class Units 

I 5 
II 4 

III 3 
IV 2 
v 1 

(b) At the request of a member State or a State 
requesting accession to the Union according to 
Articl~ 32 of the Convention, the Council may 
decide in special circumstances that such State 
will have to pay only half of the contribution 
corresponding to Class v. 

(c) Each State shall freely indicate the class in 
which it wishes to be placed. No objective crite
ria on this subject shall be laid down in the 
Convention, but it is expected that, if necessary 
after consultation with the Secretary General, the 
States concerned will make a realistic assessment 
of their financial obligations towards the Union. 

(d) The system of the .Convention under which each 
member State has one vote shall be continued. 

(e) The voting rights shall be suspended for each 
State in the case of arrears in the payment of 
its contributions equal to or exceeding the amount 
of the contribution due from it for the preceding 
two full years, unless, in the opinion of the 
Council, the delay in payment is due to exception
al and unavoidable circumstances. 
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(f) In the case of suspension of the voting rights, 
all other obligations and rights of the State 
concerned shall subsist. 

3. Invites those present and future member States which, 
in a more flexible future system, may choose to contribute 
between the number of units now assigned to the existing 
classes voluntarily to increase as from 1972 their share 
in the total of the contributions, without any prejudice 
to their final indication of the class in which they wish 
to be placed after the entry into force of the revised 
Convention; 
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4. Not·es with satisfaction that, with a view to obtaining 
an equitable distribution, as from 1972 the following member 
States have agreed to make a voluntary increase in their 
present contributions as follows: 

(i) Netherlands: 
(ii) Denmark: 

100% 
50% 

and that Sweden, in the event of its accession to the Union, 
is ready to pay the same contribution as that accepted by 
Denmark. 
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